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FOREWORD 


HE history of the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches is 

one in which all Christians everywhere can be proud. With 
an effective emphasis on evangelism, on missions at home and 
abroad, the Association has commanded attention from other 
Baptist groups and from other denominations. Its growth is without 
parallel. 


Hence, it is a history that needed to be written. Pioneers in the 
organization of the Association needed to receive the tribute which 
would come from the record. Those of this generation needed 
to know the roots from which they grew as they point toward even 
greater achievements for the future. 


There could be but one choice in the selection of an author. He 
is Louie D. Newton, able pastor of the Druid Hills Baptist Church 
and recognized as a world leader of Baptists. Additionally, he has 
distinguished himself as a writer and as a student of history. 


Dr. Newton writes this history from both the record and from 
observation for, coming to Atlanta in 1920 as editor of The Chris- 
tian Index, he has been a part of the history in 38 of its 50 years. 
We at The Index are proud, too, that Jack U. Harwell, our assist- 
ant editor, did the research. 


John J. Hurt, Editor 
The Christian Index 


September 18, 1958. 
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Acknowledgments 


HEN asked by the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee to do this 

brief history of our beloved Atlanta Association of Baptist 
Churches, I hesitated to undertake the task, remembering that I 
was already committed to a full summer’s program; but when 
Dr. John Hurt agreed for me to invite Mr. Jack Harwell to join — 
me in the assignment, and Mr. Harwell accepted, I felt better 
about the outcome. I am grateful for this opportunity to discove1 
in Mr. Harwell a young man of real ability and dedicated talents. 
We are, indeed, fortunate in the editorial team of Hurt and 
Harwell. 


Also, I must acknowledge the generous and gracious cooperation 
of Brother Nolan and his Committee on the Fiftieth Anniversary, 
and the constant cooperation of Dr. J. L. Baggott, Mr. Milton 
Holcombe, Mrs. John L. Priest, and numerous other friends in 
assembling and certifying the varied data for this brief history. 


One of the most rewarding experiences of this delightful assign- 
ment was getting to know Mr. George Longino, Mr. Bradley 
Porter, Mr. Floyd Morris, and the other fine people at the Longino 
and Porter printing establishment in Hapeville. 


Thanks to all who have cooperated in this undertaking. I wish 
I might record all their names. if 


And now may I be permitted to suggest a dedication of this 
little book: 
In Grateful Acknowledgment 
of the Courageous, Faithful, Devoted 
Men, Women and Young People 
Who have built the Baptist Life 
of Metropolitan Atlanta in These 
Fifty Golden Years 


And the fervent prayer that we, on this historic. occasion, may 
covenant one with another to serve our day and generation, as 
did they, for Christ’s sake. 


The Author. 
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IN THE BEGINNING 
1909 


Te hundred and two years after the first Baptist District Asso- 
ciation was organized in the Western Hemisphere—the Phila- 
delphia Baptist Association, 1707 — the Atlanta Association of 
Baptist Churches was organized, November 9, 1909, in the First 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, at that time located on the southeast 
corner of Peachtree and Cain Streets. 


How did the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches come 
into being? “In the beginning,” a resolution was offered in the 
Stone Mountain Baptist Association, meeting in the Ponce de 
Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, September 8-9, 1908, by the 
Moderator, Rev. I. G. Walker, at that time pastor of the Indian 
Creek and Rockdale Churches in the Stone Mountain Association, 
as follows: 


“That the question of a division of the Stone Mountain 
Baptist Association into two Associations be submitted to 
the churches, and that a committee of six be appointed 
to canvass the matter and report to the next session of 
the Association.” 


Although the resolution called for six members of the com- 
mittee, the Minutes of the Stone Mountain Association showed 
only four members: I. G. Walker, Chairman, John E. White, 
C. J. Thompson and J. M. Brittain. At the 1909 session of the 
Stone Mountain Association, held at the Stone Mountain Baptist 
Church, September 1, the following resolution was offered by this 
committee and unanimously adopted: 


“Resolved that we look favorably upon the organiza- 
tion of such a body — an Association for the churches of 
Metropolitan Atlanta — and hereby authorize our Mod- 
erator and Clerk to write letters of dismission for such 
churches as may desire to join in the formation of the 
new Association. We furthermore indulge the hope that 
by new adjustment of our remaining forces, we may 
attain likewise to greater efficiency in the realm of our 
territory.” 


Acting under the authority of this resolution, the Atlanta 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference appointed a committee, with Dr. 
John F. Purser, pastor of the West End Church as chairman, to 
proceed with plans by which the new Association might be formed. 
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The committee issued a call to all Baptist churches in Fulton County, 
interested in organizing a new Association, to meet at the First 


Baptist Church, Tuesday evening, November 9, 1909, at 8 o'clock. 


The meeting was called to order by Dr. Purser. After a devotional 
service, conducted by A. T. Spalding, M. L. Brittain, at that time 
Superintendent of the Fulton County Public Schools, was elected 
temporary Moderator, and M. M. Anderson was elected temporary 
Clerk. 


It is obvious from all the records available that the representa- 
tives gathered at the First Baptist Church that November evening 
in 1909 had been well informed of the purpose of the meeting 
and that the churches involved had taken action which clearly 
indicated their desire to have a Baptist District Association for the 
growing Metropolitan community. 


The Stone Mountain Association had responded to this situa- 


tion in a most fraternal spirit, and letters had been issued by that 
body to most of the churches in Fulton County, and to several 
churches in DeKalb County, in and near Decatur. With this 
friendly and favorable background, the meeting on November 9, 
1909, proceeded with a roll call of the churches that were ready 
and desired to form the new Association. The following indicates 
the 38 churches which answered the roll call, the year constituted, 
pastor and membership, and the Association from which they came. 


Atlanta First, constituted 1848, Charles W. Daniel, pastor, 1,076 
members, from Stone Mountain Association. 

tent Heights, G. W. Poor, Roswell. 

Atlanta Second, 1854, John E. White, 1,351, Stone Mouttaa 

Battle Hill, 1907, M. L. Keith, 32, Stone Mountain. 

Brown AMeimoriall 1877, W. A. Babb, 354, Stone Mountain. 

Capitol Avenue, 1888, William Russell Owen, 950, Stone Moun- 
tain. 

Central, 1870, B. P. Robertson, 402, Stone Mountain. 

Center Hill, 1909, Sam Bone. 

College Park First, 1894, C. C. Pugh, 245, Stone Mountain. 

East End, 1895, R. H. Lamkin, 62, Stone Mountain. 

East Point First, 1889, W. J. D. Upshaw, 332, Stone Mountain. 

East Lake, Stone Mountain. 

Edgewood, 1903, V. C. Norcross, 120, Stone Mountain. 

Grant Park, 1907, D. S. Edenfield, 195, Stone Mountain. 

Glenn Street, J. A. Bonner. 

Highland Park, 1908, B. F. O’Kelley, 37, Stone Mountain. 

Hapeville First, 1884, G. W. Wood, 80, Stone Mountain. 

Immanuel, 1902, J. D. Winchester, 524, Stone Mountain. 
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Jackson Hill, 1894, C. J. Thompson, 608, Stone Mountain. 

Inman Park, 1907, C. N. Donaldson, Stone Mountain. 

Jones Avenue, 1899, T. E. McCutcheon, 439, Stone Mountain. 

Kirkwood, 1872, W. C. Ivey, 97, Stone Mountain. 

Lakewood Heights, 1906, R. J. Huff, 64, Stone Mountain. 

Morrow, C. C. Davison, 74, Stone Mountain. 

Mount Paran, 1862, W. F. Burdett, 100, Roswell. 

North Atlanta, 1894, William H. Bell, 659, Stone Mountain. 

New Antioch, 1888, A. J. Smith, 177, Concord. 

Oakland City, 1909, John F. Purser, 54, Stone Mountain. 

Orchard Knob, 1902, J. E. Daniel. 

Peachtree, 1847, W. F. Burdett, 127, Stone Mountain. 

Ponce de Leon Avenue, 1904, J. W. Millard, 376, Stone Moun- 
tain. 

Ponders Avenue, 1898, J. A. Crumbley, 105, Stone Mountain. 

Providence, 1865, G. S. Bond, 52, Roswell. 

Southside, 1904, William A. King, 202, Stone Mountain. 

Tabernacle, 1898, Len G. Broughton, 1,780, Stone Mountain. 

Temple, 382, Stone Mountain. 

West End, 1888, John F. Purser, 703, Stone Mountain. 

Woodward Avenue, 1872, J. C. Hurley, 583, Stone Mountain. 


Based on Atlanta Association Minutes, 1909; Georgia Baptist 
Convention Minutes, 1909; Stone Mountain Minutes, 1908; and 
Inventory of Church Archives of Georgia, 1941, the above list of 
churches appears correct, with the following explanations: Center 
Hill and Orchard Knob Churches were received into the new 
Association in 1909, but no mention is made of Associations from 
which they came; Battle Hill was renamed Gordon Street in 
1911; Central was first known as Fourth Baptist, 1870, James 
Chapel, and Central, 1874; East End was first known as Murray 
Hill, 1895, East End from 1899-1919, Fifth Avenue, Decatur, 
since 1919; Highland Avenue was disbanded in 1914; Jones Ave- 
nue was first known as Third Baptist, 1869-1903, changed to 
Jones Avenue, 1903, Third Baptist, 1919, disbanded, 1936; Kirk- 
wood was first known as Beech Springs, 1872-1924, changed to 
Kirkwood, 1924; Ponders Avenue first known as Oxford Taber- 
nacle, changed to Ponders Avenue, 1914; Woodward Avenue first 
known as Fifth Baptist, 1872-1907, Woodward Avenue, 1908-38, 
Park Avenue, 1938. 


Six of the churches did not show their membership. The 32 
churches reporting their membership, as of 1909, indicated a com- 
bined membership of 12,247. The 144 churches of the Atlanta 
Association of Baptist Churches, reporting at the 1957 session of 
the Association, showed a combined membership of 117,774. 
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Following the roll call of the 38 churches, hereinafter identified 
as the charter churches of the Association, a motion prevailed to 
form the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches. M. L. Brittain 
was elected Moderator, and M. M. Anderson, Clerk. Names of 
messengers from the respective churches, together with other usual 
reports of gifts for local work and missions, constituted the record 


of the. session, as shown in the first Minutes of the Association, 


dated November 9, 1909. 


For the record, the following letter, issued to the Capitol Ave- 
nue Baptist Church by the Stone Mountain Association, is repro- 
duced: 


“To the Baptist Churches of Atlanta and vicinity, 
Greetings: This will certify that the Capitol Avenue 
Baptist Church of Atlanta, a member of our body, 
walking orderly and in good fellowship, did recently by 
vote of said church, apply in due form to the Moderator 
and Clerk to be dismissed from the Stone Mountain As- 
sociation to form a new Association in and around the 
City of Atlanta. Signed, I. G. Walker, Moderator and 
James Kempton, Clerk.” 


The organization of the new Association having been perfected, 
Dr. Charles W. Daniel offered a motion that a committee of five 


be appointed to report on a provisional Constitution for the 


body. The Moderator appointed the following: Charles W. Daniel, 
Chairman, John E. White, W. H. Bell, V. C. Norcross and B. F. 
Burdett. 


— 


Later in the session, this committee submitted the first Con- 
stitution of the Association, which was unanimously adopted. 
Space will not permit the full reproduction of this important 
document, but it is appropriate to quote some of the more im- 
portant sections: 


I 


“The body shall be styled The Atlanta Association of 
Baptist Churches. 


II 


“The general object of this Association is to facilitate the 
union and cooperation of the Baptist people of Atlanta 
and the country surrounding Atlanta in the great work of 
establishing the Kingdom of God according to the teach- 
ings of our Lord Jesus Christ and the examples of His 
disciples and apostles . . . to bring into close and compact 
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fellowship the energies of all the Baptist churches in the 
territory of the Association . . . to concentrate attention 
directly upon the City of Atlanta and the problems of 
its rapid growth, from a Christian and Baptist standpoint 
. . . to foresee and provide for the future Christian and 
Baptist interests in this territory through cooperation be- 
tween the city, suburban and country churches which 
occupy it... to promote evangelism, church organization 
and church buildings in the territory of the Association 
through the cooperation and agreement of the churches 
constituting the Association .. . to cooperate with other 
Associations and churches in the work of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention, 
all the objects and purposes of which shall be held in a 
general way the objects and purposes of this Association. 


III 


“The constituents of the Association shall consist of 
Baptist churches of regular order presenting letters of 
dismission from other Associations in due form, and of 
churches which may be constituted within its bounds, pre- 
senting the proper credentials and articles of faith accom- 
panied by properly accredited messengers... .. 


XI 


“The doctrinal statement representing in general the 
Biblical beliefs of Baptists constituting this Association as 
its grounds of common faith and practice shall be the dec- 
larations contained in what is known as “The Seminary 
Creed,’ a copy of which shall be published in the annual 
Minutes of the body.” 


The adoption of the Constitution automatically adopted the 
Seminary Creed as the doctrinal declaration of the Association, 
and this statement remains the doctrinal declaration of the 
Association at this time. This statement of belief is herewith 
reproduced for the record: 


SUMMARY OF BELIEF 


Adopted by the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches, November 9, 1909 


1. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the 
revealed will of God and make known the only way of salvation. 


2. We believe that God alone is the Lord of the conscience. He hath 
left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men which are in 
any way contradictory to His Word or not contained in it. 
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3. We believe that there is but one true and living God, infinite in 
being and perfection, and made known in the Scriptures as Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. 


4. We believe that God from eternity decrees or permits all things 
that come to pass and perpetually upholds, directs and governs all crea- 
tures and all events, yet so as not, in any wise, to be the author or approve 
of sin, nor to destroy the free will and responsibility of intelligent creatures. 


5. We believe that man was made in the image of God, but by volun- 
tary transgressions fell from a state of innocence into sin, involving both 
himself and all his descendants. 


6. We believe that salvation is wholly of grace through faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that it is both a present experience and future 
inheritance. 


7. We believe that regeneration is a change of heart, wrought by the 
Holy Spirit, and bringing it into subjection to the will of Christ. 


8. We believe that Jesus Christ is the divinely appointed Mediator’ 
between God and man, and the Prophet, Priest and King of the church. 


9. We believe that repentance is both a realization of sin and a 
turning away from it. 


10. We believe that faith is personal confidence in Jesus Christ as a 
Saviour, and is made practical in obedience and good works, and especially 
in giving the Gospel to all men. 


11. We believe that justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal 
of sinners who have become repentant believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


12. We believe that sanctification is the work of the Spirit of God 
carried on by means of the truth in the hearts and lives of His people. 


13. We believe in the final preservation and perseverance—of all saints. 


14. We believe the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the church, to 
be composed of all true disciples, and in Him is vested all power for 
its government. We believe that a local church is a congregation of 
baptized believers, united for the purpose of worshipping God and 
promoting the cause of true religion, according to the principles and 
ordinances of the Gospel. The regular officers of a church are bishops, 
elders or pastors, and deacons. 


15. We believe that baptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
obligatory on every believer, wherein he is immersed in water in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost as a sign 
of his fellowship with the death and resurrection of Christ, of the 
remission of sins and of his giving up himself to God to live and walk in 
newness of life. It is a pre-requisite to church fellowship and to par- 
ticipation in the Lord’s Supper. 


16. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to be administered with the elements of bread and wine, 
and to be observed by the churches to the end of the world. It is in no 
sense a sacrifice, but is designed to commemorate His death and to be 
a pledge and renewal of their communion with Him and of their church 
fellowship. 
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17. We believe that the Lord’s Day is a Christian institution for 
regular observance in exercise of worship, both in public and _ private, 
and by resting from worldly amusements and employments, works of 
necessity and mercy excepted. 


18. We believe that civil government is of divine appointment for the 
interests and good order of society, and that magistrates are to be 
obeyed except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the only Lord of the conscience and Prince of the kings of the earth. 


19. We believe that there will be a resurrection of the just and the 
unjust. 


20. We believe that there is a radical difference between the righteous 
and the wicked, and that only such as have the Spirit of Christ are right- 
eous in the eyes of God, while all such as continue in impenitence and 
unbelief are in God’s sight wicked and under condemnation, and that 
this distinction between men holds both in and after death. 


21. We believe that at the end of the world, Christ will judge all men 
and will assign their places in eternity on principles of righteousness. 


Other interesting events in the first session of the Association 
included the presentation of a gavel made from a tree on Stone 
Mountain to Moderator M. L. Brittain by his father, Rev. J. M. 
Brittain; the recognition of former Governor W. J. Northen, then 
president of the Georgia Baptist Convention; the recognition of 
five former moderators of the Stone Mountain Association—Dr. S. 
Y. Jameson, Rev. J. M. Brittain, Rev. V. C. Norcross, B. F. Abbott 
and John M. Green. — 


Dr. B. D. Gray, Secretary of the Home Mission Board, was rec- 
ognized and invited to speak. Dr. Gray lived at College Park, and 
was active in locating new churches in the rapidly growing Atlanta 
area. Another Baptist leader, Dr. B. J. W. Graham, editor of The 
Christian Index, gave constant support to the new Association 
through the paper and in personal ministry in the churches. 


Dr. John E, White offered a motion, inviting the Woman’s 
Missionary Union to meet with the Association in 1910. The Stone 
Mountain Association had a committee on ‘““Woman’s Work,” com- 
posed of W. J. Northen, V. C. Norcross and E. M. Hudson, and 
this committee was continued in setting up the list of committees 
in the new Association. 


On motion of W. W. Gaines, the following standing committees 
were appointed in 1909: 

State Missions—H. R. Bernard, I. T. Callaway, J. S. Perkins. 

Home Missions—John F. Purser, V. I. Masters, T. L. Stokes. 

Foreign Missions—Harry Etheridge, E. C. Callaway, T. J. Stovall. 

Temperance—C, N. Donaldson, W. A. Babb, W. A. King. 


7 


Sunday Schools—Joseph Broughton, A. E. Wheeler, B. H. Harts- 
field. 

Woman’s Work—W. J. Northen, V. C. Norcross, E. M. Hudson. 

Young People’s Work—N. T. Anderson, Walker Dunson, Hal 
McKenney. 

Education—Sam D. Jones, J. G. Hunt, W. S. Cox. 

State of Religion—C. W. Daniel, H. C. Hurley, G.B. Adair. 

Baptist History—W. W. Gaines, W. W. Orr, S. T. Whitaker. 

Orphan’s Home—W. A. Johnson, J. W. Ellis, J. E. Daniel. 

Ministerial Relief—W. H. Bell, John M. Green, L. A. Johnson. 

Deceased—A. T. Spalding, T. E. McCutcheon, W. F. Burdett. 

Cox College Advisors—A. C. Ward, D. S. Edenfield, W. C. Ivey. 


Other actions in that initial session provided for the naming of 
an Executive Committee, consisting of nine members, and the offi- 
cers of the Association, ex-officio members; selection of Oakland 
City Church as the meeting place for the 1910 session, Tuesday 
after the second Sunday in September; naming of “delegates” to 
the next Georgia Baptist Convention, and the Moderator as “repre- 
sentative” of the Association at the next Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion; selection of Rev. B. P. Robertson to preach the Introductory 
Sermon, and Dr. C. W. Daniel the Missionary Sermon at the 1910 
session. 


The committee to recommend members of the Executive Com- 
mittee nominated the following: John E. White, chairman, John 
M. Green, T. L. Stokes, B. P. Robertson, W. F. Burdett, W. W. 
Gaines, Joseph Broughton, E. J. Willingham, and J. W. Willis; ex- 
officio members, M. L. Brittain, B. F. Burdett, M. M. Anderson 
and George Brown. 


The 38 charter churches of the Association reported total gifts 
for the year of 1909 of $155,799.78—$136,805.81 for local church 
support, and $18,993.97 for missions and benevolence. It is inter- 
esting to compare these figures with the report of the Association 
in 1957, showing total gifts of $8,824,976.00—$7,126,983.00 for 
local church support, and $1,686,498.00 for missions and benevo- 


lence. 


The 38 charter churches reported combined enrollments of Sun- 
day Schools in 1909, 8,602; Baptist Young People’s Unions, not 
given; Woman’s Missionary Unions, 1,375. The combined mem- 
bership of the 38 charter churches was 12,741; included in this 
number were 744 baptisms for that year. Again comparing the 
figures of 1909 with 1957, we find that the combined Sunday School 
enrollment in 1957 was 98,005; Baptist Training Union, 26,943; 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 18,886; Brotherhood, 7,337. (There 
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was no Brotherhood organization in 1909). The combined mem- 
bership of the churches in 1957 was 117,774, with 5,227 baptisms 
for the year. The churches increased from 38 in 1909 to 144 in 
Rey 


Since the first session of the Association was held in the First 
Baptist Church, and since the First Church is the oldest Baptist 
church in the City of Atlanta, it seems appropriate to pause at this 
juncture and recall briefly the story of this historic landmark in 
Atlanta’s beginnings and development. 


The First Baptist Church, Atlanta, was constituted January 1, 
1848, and incorporated January 26, 1850. There were 17 charter 
members. The presbytery constituting the church was composed 
of Rev. Billington M. Sanders, first President of Mercer University, 
Rev. John L. Dagg, third President of Mercer University, and Rev. 
Parker M. Rice. The congregation worshipped in a schoolhouse 
until June, 1848, when their first meetinghouse was erected on the 
northwest corner of Walton and Forsyth streets. The church used 
a pool at the corner of Spring and James streets, supplied by the 
Walton Spring, for baptizing new members who came on profession 
of faith. Negro slaves were members of the church, prior to the 
War between the States. The first meetinghouse was badly damaged 
by Sherman’s attack in 1864. A granite edifice of Colonial design 
was erected in 1869, and used until 1900, when the property was 
sold to the U. S. Government for a post office building. The church 
entered its new meetinghouse at the corner of Peachtree and Cain 
streets, another granite structure, of Norman-Gothic design, and 
this building was dedicated June 3, 1906, Dr. J. B. Hawthorne, 
pastor. On April 27, 1930, the church entered its present magnifi- 
cent meetinghouse on Peachtree street, between Fourth and Fifth 
streets, Dr. Ellis A. Fuller, pastor. 


Pastors of the First Church have been: D. G. Daniell, 1848-50; 
A. M. Spalding, 1850-51; W. H. Robert, 1852-55; Thomas U. 
Wilkes, 1855 and 1860; A. T. Holmes, 1858-59; H. C. Hornady, 
1860-67; R. W. Fuller, 1868-70; E. W. Warren, 1871-76; D. W. 
Gwin, 1876-84; J. B. Hawthorne, 1884-97; W. W. Landrum, 1897- 
1909; Charles W. Daniel, 1909-27; Ellis A. Fuller, 1928-42; James 
W. Middleton, 1942-52; Roy O. McClain, 1953- . The First 
Church began with 17 members in 1848, and at the 1957 session of 
the Association, the church reported 6,080 members. 


With this brief summary of the organizational session of the At- 
lanta Association in 1909, we pass now from “In the Beginning” 
to the period of “Searching Out the Land.” 
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SEARCHING OUT THE LAND 


1909 - 1919 


TLANTA’S population in 1910, according to the U. S. Cen- 

sus, was 154,839, of which number 2,500 were foreign born, 

and 35,900 of Negro descent. The 1910 population was a con- — 

vincing confirmation of John C. Calhoun’s prediction that “some 

day a great city will be built at this logical cross-roads of the South- 
east.” 


The 1850 Census showed a population of the three-year old 
municipality of 2,572. By 1870 the population was 21,789, and 
in 1890 it was 65,533. Rising from the ashes of General Sherman’s 
careless use of matches in 1864, the Gate City of the South was 
fulfilling Henry W. Grady’s dream of growth and leadership. 


The hour had struck for Baptists to “search out the land,” and 
map their strategy for the obvious importance of this community 
in the life of Georgia, the Nation, and the World. One senses the 
atmosphere of clear vision and high courage as the records of the 
Atlanta Baptist Pastors’ Conference and the new Atlanta Association 
of Baptist Churches of 1909 and 1910, are reviewed. 


Illustrative of the amazing enhancement of real estate in At- 
lanta is the story of the lot at the corner of Forsyth and Walton 
Streets, purchased for $130 in 1848 as the site for the First Baptist 
Church, and sold by the church in 1906 for $81,500. 


The 1910 session of the Association was held in the Oakland City 
Church, September 13-14, M. L. Brittain, Moderator. Rev. B. P. 
Robertson stirred the hearts of the messengers in the Introductory 
Sermon, reviewing the blessings of God upon the Baptist work in 
Atlanta, dating from 1847, when Peachtree Church, then a rural 
congregation, was constituted, followed in 1848 by the constituting 
of the First Church, through the cooperative effort of the Home 
Mission Board and certain churches, most of them rural, through- 
out Georgia. ‘There were 17 charter members of the First Church. 
While acknowledging the heartening growth of Baptists in the 
young and expanding city, Mr. Robertson was careful to remind 
the Association that it “is not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” This clear note of humility and faith marked 
the opening session of the 1910 Association. The people gave thanks 
unto God, and girded for the tasks at hand and ahead. 


The Executive Committee, Dr. John E. White, Chairman, had 
spent the year in earnest study of the Metropolitan area, seeking 
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to determine where new churches were indicated, and sound meth- 
ods of meeting these opportunities for Kingdom advance. Nine 
additional churches were admitted to membership in the 1910 ses- 
sion, as follows: 


Church Pastor Membership Association 
SAT ON y tka. 5 22! Pa | OS OSS ila lob ua A FO ea LL Stone Mountain 
McDonald............. Aa Miler ii ek 189.....Constituted that year 
Inman Yards.....__. GaWi, Lewiscss u36 54__.Constituted that year 
USE CatOVEN igi NP ee Me keds WA uh ey nee) Constituted that year 
Decatur First... .2: Wilhia Yeung ou POON Mane Stone Mountain 
PSRs ATI TA II REUNION VAR INC at cage ae Stone Mountain 
Antioch. jth Lon Chas istennensony 5 <yiiiee Ciel Lot eee, 
Western Heights...C. B. Ragsdale ....._.. 242_....Constituted that year 
Northside iParko 1Gy Ni Peek!) 0 G00. SAA eM at IN a 


With these additional churches, and others indicating their pur- 
pose to ask for membership in the new Association, the messengers 
heard with much interest this statement from the Executive Com- 
mittee: 


“We desire to call the attention of the Association to the 
fact that with this session it ceases to be an experiment and 
passes on into its career of permanence and achievement. 


“The wisdom of its organization is demonstrated in that 
not only has it just begun to do what has long been needed 
to be done, but it has begun in such a way and with such 
actual results of progress as to indicate conclusively that 
the Baptists of Atlanta and vicinity are better prepared 
now to take care of the Baptist cause than they ever could 
have been without the organization of the Atlanta Asso- 
ciation of Baptist Churches. 


‘The vital point now to claim our attention is to secure 
from every church its share of responsibility in the com- 
mon cause.” 


The Executive Committee reported that on January 10, 1910, 
Rev. T. E. McCutcheon had been employed as Superintendent and 
Associational Evangelist. “He has retained nominal oversight over 
the Jones Avenue Church, but has devoted most of his time to 
Associational work. His assistant at Jones Avenue, Rev. C. W. 
Rowe, has carried on most of the pastoral duties. During his first 
year on the job, Superintendent McCutcheon has led in constituting 
two new churches, preached in 23 revivals in which more than 
1,100 have professed faith and 430 have been added by letter and 
11 by restoration.” 
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The budget for the Associational work in 1910 amounted to 
$3,000, of which amount $500 came from the Board of Missions 
of the Georgia Baptist Convention. The Executive Committee. 
recommended “with special emphasis” the beginning of a movement 
to establish a building and loan fund by the churches, to be dis- 
tributed under the direction of the Association. It is interesting to 
note that the budget of the Association in 1958 is $100,000 for its 
general work, and $40,000 for the Assembly, owned and operated by 
the Association. 


The Executive Committee further recommended at the 1910 ses- 
sion of the Association that “the Association work with the Georgia 
Baptist Convention through its Committee on Cooperation in bring- 
ing about a uniform system of benevolence in Georgia.” While the 
recommendation does not specify the “benevolence”, it may be 
assumed that the reference was to care of aged ministers, orphans 
and other needy people. The Convention did not enter the field 
of hospital ministry until 1913. 


The Executive Committee further recommended that the Asso- 
ciation ’tender its good offices in proposing businesslike methods in 
the financial system in our churches, which at present are em- 
barrassed by the lack of system in their efforts.” 


All of these recommendations were adopted, after full and frank 
discussion. It is apparent from the earliest records of the Association — 
that the Atlanta Baptists have been careful to reach all major deci- 
sions after conference and agreement. 


The Executive Committee noted with pleasure and commenda- 
tion the work of the Second Church in its support of the Capitol 
View Mission, Rev. Julian Rodgers, pastor, and also the Ezra Mis- 
sion. West End Church was praised for its support of the Woolen 
Mills Mission. Baptists in the Sells Avenue neighborhood, under 
the leadership of Deacon G. W. Evans were carrying on “an en- 
couraging work which has a hopeful outlook.” 


The committee appointed in 1909 to secure and report a charter 
made its report and recommended the adoption of the following: 


ORIGINAL CHARTER OF ATLANTA ASSOCIATION OF 
BAPTIST CHURCHES 
# 3587 
Georgia, Fulton County 
The petition of John E. White, John M. Green, B. P. Robertson, Geo. M. 
Brown, M. L. Brittain, B. F. Burdette, M. M. Anderson, T. L. Stokes, A. E. 
Wheeler, W. F. Burdett, W. W. Gaines, E. G. Willingham, Farrow Hall 
and Junius W. Millard shows to the court the following facts, to wit: 
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1. That petitioners are residents of said county. 


2. That the Atlanta Association of Baptist churches is an organization 
composed of messengers from a large number of Baptist churches, the major 
number of which churches are located in said county, petitioners at this 
time constitute the officers and the executive committee of said Association, 
and the under rules.of said Association the said officers and the executive 
committee attend to all the duties of Association at all times during the 
interim between its sessions. 


3. Petitioners say that the objects and purposes of said Association can 
best be accomplished if said Association should be chartered. 


4. Petitioners, therefore, pray for themselves, their successors and asso- 
ciates and those who may from time to time be messengers to said Association 
that they may be incorporated under the name and style of 


THE ATLANTA ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES 


5. The object of said Association is and shall be the advancement and 
promotion of the Christian religion in accordance with the beliefs, practices 
and principles of the Baptist denomination. 


6. In order to accomplish its ends and purposes the said Association de- 
sires to engage in and to do missionary work, church extension work, de- 
nominational educational work, and other lines of work which may be 
deemed necessary for the advancement of the object of the corporation as 
above set forth. 


7. Petitioners desire for said corporation the right to purchase, own, 
hold and sell all kinds of property, real and personal, the right to receive 
gifts, donations and bequests, to collect, hold and administer funds, not for 
the purpose of trade and profit, but in order to accomplish the objects of 
the Association. Petitioners likewise desire the right and power to execute 
notes and bonds, to borrow money and to convey any property it may own, 
real or personal, to secure it. 


8. Said Association and corporation not being organized for pecuniary 
gain, it shall have and shall issue no capital stock. 


9. Petitioners desire for said corporation the right to make such rules 
and by-laws as it may deem proper to elect such officers and appoint such 
committees as it may desire, charging such officers and committees with 
such duties and responsibilities and giving them such powers as it may 
choose, not inconsistent with this charter. The Moderator and Treasurer. 
of the Association shall execute all instruments and contracts made by 
the Association. 


10. Petitioners desire the right to engage such employees, and agents as 
it may be necessary, to have and use a common seal, to sue and be sued, 
contract and be contracted with, and generally to perform such acts and 
exercise such powers as may be necessary to accomplish the objects of the 
Association. 


Wherefore petitioners pray for an order incorporating themselves, their 
associates, and successors, and the messengers who may from time to time 
constitute said Association, under the name and style aforesaid, with all 
the powers prayed for, for the full term of twenty years, with the privilege 
of renewal at the expiration thereof. 

W. W. Gaines 
Attorney for Petitioners 


Filed in office, this the 28th day of Oct., 1910. Arnold Broyles, Clerk 
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Read and considered. It appearing to the court that the foregoing and 
above application of John E. White et al for incorporation is in all respects 
legitimate, it is hereby ordered that said petitioners, their associates and 
successors, and the persons who may hereafter be messengers to said Asso- 
ciation, be and they are hereby incorporated for the full term of twenty 
years, with the privilege of renewal at the expiration thereof, under the 
style of 


THE ATLANTA ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES 


with all the powers and rights as prayed for, together with such other 
powers as may be necessary to the carrying out of the purposes of the corp- 
oration and with such other powers, privileges, and immunities, liabilities 
and responsibilities as are incident to corporation of similar character in 
the state of Georgia. 


This January 19, 1911. W. D. Ellis, Judge Superior Court, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


Recorded February 3rd, 1911. Arnold Broyles, Clerk. 


NOTE: Charter expired in 1931 and reapplied for in 1932 by the execu- 
tive committee, consisting of: Carlton W. Binns, Ryland Knight, H. E. 
Moody, Charles W. Outlaw, Buren C. Smith, W. H. Faust, I. G. Hailey, 
Mrs. Wilbur M. Jones, W. H. Major, W. Lee Cutts, L. R. Christie, T. P. 
Tribble, Wilburn S. Smith, Ellis A. Fuller, L. E. Smith, G. F. Garrison, 
I. M. Sheffield, J. M. Harrison, B. M. Callaway, Mrs. M. E. Duncan, 
Fred W. Patterson, Mrs. E. H. Gibson, Mrs. J. B. Lawrence, Mrs. E. R. 
Waller, Mrs. B. L. Bugg, (all of Fulton County) and A. J. Moncrief, Sr., 
W. T. Rhodes, Louie D. Newton, Miss Jewell Ellison, Mrs. J. W. Awtry 
and Mrs. B. R. Padgett (all of DeKalb County). 


NOTE: Charter was renewed in 1952 on petition authorized by the 
Executive Committee of the Association. 


Although the 1909 session had adopted a “Summary of Belief,” 
quoted in Chapter One, a committee was appointed to submit 
Articles of Faith in 1910, and the committee recommended the 
following statement, which was adopted: 


1. There is one and only one true and living God. He subsists 
in three Persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These 
three Persons are not three Gods, but one God. 


2. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word 
of God, given by inspiration, and are the only rule and guide for 
our faith and practice. 


3. Adam fell, and all men fell in him. By this fall the race 
became totally depraved and powerless to recover themselves from 
their lost estate. 


4. God from eternity loved His people, and before the world 
began, chose them in Christ to grace and glory. The effectual 
calling, justification, and glorification of each is infallibly se- 
cured through an eternal covenant between the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 


5. Sinners are justified before God only by the righteousness of 
Christ, wrought out in His vicarious atonement for sin and im- 
puted to them through faith. 


14 


6. The Spirit and power of God will effectually call all the 
elect, and will support, sustain and keep them through faith, so 
that they will be preserved to the end, and not be lost. 


7. Good works are fruits of faith. They follow justification, and 
are evidences of a gracious state. 


8. There will be a resurrection of the dead and a general 
judgment; and the happiness of the righteous and the punishment 
of the wicked will be consciously eternal. 


Dr. Charles W. Daniel had been appointed to preach the 
Missionary Sermon at the 1910 session of the Association, and all 
who heard that sermon have often declared that it was, perhaps, 
the formative statement for the future spiritual outlook and purpose 
of the founding fathers and mothers. Unfortunately, we do not 
have a copy of this great sermon, but all of us who were forunate 
enough to have ever heard this great expository preacher may well 
understand what the impact of that sermon was at the time, and 
continued to be in the hearts of Atlanta Baptists. One layman, 
commenting on the sermon at the time of Dr. Daniel’s death, said: 
“T will remember what he said at Oakland City Church in 1910 
as the greatest interpretation of Christian missions I have ever 
heard, or ever expect to hear. I felt as if I was listening to the 
apostle Paul.” 


The emerging spirit of commitment to the unfolding opportuni- 
ties for Baptists in the Atlanta area in 1910 was reflected in several 
resolutions adopted by that session. E. C. Callaway offered a reso- 
lution on Laymen’s Work, from which certain quotes will serve to 
indicate the concern of the laymen to share in the thrilling business 
of searching out the land: 


“The field is white unto harvest, the nations are calling, strong 
and consecrated young men and women are volunteering, and God 
is moving mightily upon the men of Christendom . . . That a com- 


mittee of three laymen be appointed to cooperate within our bounds 


with the Laymen’s Committee of the Georgia Baptist Convention 
and the Southern Baptist Convention, and encourage the organiza- 
tion of Mission Committees in our local churches to promote the 
cause of missions throughout the Association . . .” Adopting this 
resolution, the Association appointed E. C. Callaway, W. P. An- 
drews and Harry Ethridge as the committee called for in the 
resolution. 


One of the most important recommendations at the 1910 session 
was the report of Committee on Sunday Schools, Dr. Joseph 
Broughton, chairman: 


1. That the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches 
organize a Sunday School Association, the purpose. of 
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which shall be to plan for the best methods of carrying on 
the Sunday Schools in its bounds and study the field to 
determine where new Sunday Schools should be located. 


2. That when this Sunday School Association is form- 
ed, we seek to organize central teachers’ training classes, 
and that pupils be enrolled from any Sunday School upon 
the recommendation of either the pastor or superinten- 
dent. 


3. That our Sunday Schools study the plan of grading 
by whatever method seems wisest, it having been found 
that the old plan of having people of widely different ages 
in the same class is not conducive to the best work. 


4. ‘That our Sunday Schools seek more and more to get 
the adults in Sunday School, and to this end we beg to 
advise that this can best be done by magnifying the Sun- 
day School, raising the standard of teaching, and by class 
organization. 


3. That we give more emphasis to evangelism. 


The report, signed by Dr. Broughton, A. E..Wheeler and B. H. 
Hartsfield, was unanimously adopted, and the 1911 session received 
the good news that the Sunday School Association had been or- 
ganized. 


Another significant report at the 1910 session, revealing the high 
purpose of the messengers to search out the land, was the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, composed of Walker Dunson, J. L. 
Turner and G. W. McCarty, which appears to have been the last 
WMU committee composed of men. This plan of having men on 
the committee on “Woman’s Work” had been inherited from the 
Stone Mountain Association. Actually, Governor W. J. Northen 
is shown as “President of the WMU Work” in 1909, at the time 
the Atlanta Association was formed. Mrs. L. M. Landrum was 
elected President of the Atlanta WMU Association, prior to the 
meeting of the 1910 session of the Association, and continued as 
President through 1911. She is referred to as “President” and as 
“Superintendent”. Mrs. W. O. Mitchell was Secretary of the 
WMU Association in 1910. The Minutes refer to Mrs. J. M. 
Brittain, Mrs. J. C. McHan, Mrs. Early Gillespie, Mrs. T. S. Lewis, 
Mrs. H. H. Hale, Mrs. W. C. Carter, Mrs. Paul Ethridge, Mrs. 
P. G. Turner and Mrs. B. D. Gray as “(Committee Leaders in 1910 
WMU Session.” 


Mrs. Landrum reported in 1910 that “there are 7,378 women 
and girls in the membership of the churches in the Association, and 
of this number, 2,205 are engaged in active mission work. These 
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women contributed a grand total of $8,185.44 to all causes.” Mrs. 
Landrum went on to report 35 Missionary Societies, two Ladies 
Aid Societies, ten YWA groups, seven Sunbeam Bands and two RA 
Chapters. Hapeville and Decatur were the only churches in the 
Association with all four WMU organizations. Mrs. Landrum’s 
report indicated that WMU was, in 1910, fostering the following 
interests: State Missions, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Sunday 
School Board, Schools and Colleges, Ministerial Education, Or- 
phan’s Home, Ministerial Relief, Training School at Louisville, and 
the Margaret Home for the children of Home and Foreign mission- 
aries. The WMU work in the Association was divided into five 
districts in 1910. 


The 1910 session also heard the report of Baptist Young People’s 
Union, Walker Dunson, chairman. N. T. Anderson was chairman 
of that committee in 1909. No report can be found on BYPU work 
in 1909. Mr. Dunson’s committee in 1910 had this to say: 


“The motto of the BYPU is, ‘Activity for Church Membership.’ 
We find that 50 percent of the church members do not attend 
prayer meeting, 25 percent do not contribute any amount of record, 
and ten percent do not attend church. The work among our young 
people seeks to strengthen the next generation of Baptists. The 
Sunday School teaches the Bible; the BYPU trains for church 
membership. Thus the Sunday School and the BYPU are linked 
in a vital ministry to every member of every church. BYPU seeks 
to train our young people in real vision and intelligent discipleship. 
We have a City Union of associated BYPU’s. Your committee 
recommends that the standing committee on BYPU, to be appointed 
at this session, be charged with the task of visiting the various 
churches and developing a closer fellowship in the work of our 
young people.” 


Serving with Mr. Dunson were William Russell Owen, Max F lynt 


and J. L. Turner, and the committee was enlarged at the 1910 
session to include W. H. King, A. H. Chapman and T. J. Stovall. 


The 1911 session of the Association was held at the Tabernacle 
Church, October 10-11. George M. Brown was elected Moderator, 
J. S. Donaldson, Vice-Moderator, M. M. Anderson, Clerk, W. C. 
Ivey, Treasurer, and A. E. Wheeler, Auditor. 


In his welcome to the messengers and visitors, Dr. Len G. 
Broughton, pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Church, said: 


“We wanted you to meet with us in our new meetinghouse, 
dedicated exactly one month ago today, and we hope that the 
Baptists of Atlanta and of Georgia and of the South and of the 
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World will always feel at home in this magnificent structure which 
we have been blest of God to erect here in the heart of what I 
believe will be the greatest city in the South.” 


The impressive four-story building of Romanesque architecture, 
still one of the commanding structures in Atlanta’s downtown sky- 
line, had been completed in 1910, but it was not formally opened 
until September, 1911, in week-long services in which Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan, England, Dr. Russell H. Conwell, Philadelphia, Dr. 
Robert S. MacArthur, New York, and Rev. William Fetler, Russia, 
participated. 


The Tabernacle Baptist Church is a daughter of the Second 
Baptist Church, via the Third Baptist Church, constituted July 18, 
1869. In 1897 most of the members of the Third Church with- 
drew to constitute the Tabernacle Church, under the leadership 
of Dr. Len G. Broughton, in a tent at the corner of Luckie and 
Harris streets. The organization of the new church was completed 
in 1898. In 1909 the church purchased the present site at the 
intersection of Bartow, Luckie and Nassau streets. Dr. Broughton 
resigned as pastor in 1912 to accept a call to London, England, 
returning to the Tabernacle as pastor in 1929. Continuing his 
address of welcome to the Association in 1911, Dr. Broughton said: 


“And although we are meeting here today in the very heart of 
downtown Atlanta, with the sound of street cars and the clatter 
of heavy traffic, I want you to know that the good women of our 
church have prepared an old-fashioned dinner on the ground, and 
we want you to feel as much at home as if we were gathering under 
the trees in some quiet rural church. Atlanta needs Jesus, and I 
propose that we resolve here today to lift up the banner of His 
redeeming love for this great city in which many precious souls 
await the call to salvation.” 


Rev. W. F. Burdett was the preacher in the 1911 session, and 
many have been heard to say that it was an hour of lasting blessing. 
Brother Burdett was pastor for many years at Peachtree Church, 
oldest church in the Association, and for many years at Mount 
Paran, and other churches. 


Three new churches were received into membership of the Asso- 
ciation in 1911: 


Church Pastor M’ship Org. Association 
Hast Atlanta ik ua Ola oie: L2Z ics pee aie South River 
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Buckheadis wise FE. Hy Peacock«.,,'35,) 41914 
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The Buckhead Church was constituted in 1911, under the leader- 
ship of Superintendent T. E. McCutcheon. The Atlanta Heights 
Church disbanded, and the members joined the Buckhead Church. 
During the year, the North Atlanta Church organized a Mission 
at Howell Station, J. J. Pharr, in charge. West End Church 
started the Agoga Mission on Sells Avenue. 


The Associational Staff was expanded during 1911 to include 
16 workers. Miss Ethel Hill was supported by the WMU at the 
Stewart Avenue Mission. Included in these workers was a prison 
evangelist, a missionary evangelist, and 10 pastor evangelists, giving 
part time to Associational work. These workers were paid by the 
State Board of Missions. Miss Ida Rhoad and C. W. Rowe were 
assistants to Superintendent McCutcheon. It will be observed that 
the Association, in cooperation with the Georgia Baptist Convention, 
was searching out the land. 


John M. Green, President of the Sunday School Association, and 
E. M. Price, Secretary, reported that during the year the Sunday 
School work had expanded to include every church in the Associa- 
tion. 


Deaths reported at the 1911 session: J. L. D. Hillyer, William 
A. King, pastor of the East Point Church, Ben H. Phillips, pastor 
of the Orchard Knob Church, John Owens, retired minister, B. B. 
Watkins, retired minister, B. F. Abbott, D. O. Doughtery, Monroe 
Smith and Dr. L. D. Carpenter. 


The 1912 session of the Association was held at the Second 
Church, October 11-12. George M. Brown was reelected Modera- 
tor, as were all other officers. The sermon in 1912 was by Dr. 
Arthur Hale Gordon, pastor of the Ponce de Leon Church. A 
Bostonian, Dr. Gordon was a scholarly preacher, and greatly be- 
loved. 


Grace Church, constituted that year, 25 members, W. E. Deere, 
pastor, was received into membership; and Morrow Church was 
granted a letter to join the Flint River Association. T. E. Mc- 
Cutcheon had resigned earlier in the year to accept a pastorate, 
and was succeeded as Superintendent of the Association by Rev. 
B. P. Robertson, at that time pastor of the Central Church. Rev. 
J. M. Brittain, pastor of Temple Church, died in 1912. 


While we are thinking of the 1912 session, meeting at the Second 
Church, it seems appropriate to recall the story of that historic 
church, constituted September 1, 1854, with 19 members who with- 
drew from the First Church. Rev. C. M. Irwin of Madison was 
the first pastor, serving for about one year. He was succeeded 
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by Rev. Thomas U. Wilkes, who served as pastor two years. Rev. 
John T. Clarke was the third pastor, serving from 1858 to 1861, 
when he was forced to retire because of illness. It was during 
Clarke’s ministry that the first permanent meetinghouse was erect- 
ed—the first Baptist meetinghouse in Atlanta, built of brick, with 
a baptistry and heated by steam. The fourth pastor was Rev. Wil- 
liam T, Brantly, Jr., who came from Philadelphia, serving from 
1861 to 1871. The next pastor was the beloved Dr. A. T. Spalding, 
whose ministry in the Second Church and in the whole life of the 
Association lingers as a benediction. Dr. Spalding was succeeded 
by Dr. Henry McDonald, 1882-1900. Born in Ireland, this brilliant, 
courageous young man came to the United States, living for some- 
time in Kentucky, where he left the Roman Catholic tradition to 
become a Baptist. Dr. McDonald’s ministry at the Second Church 
will be cherished by Baptist historians to the end of the way. Dr. 
M. L. Brittain married his daughter. Dr. John E. White followed 
Dr. McDonald, serving the Second Church from 1900 to 1915. 
Many of us can remember that great preacher and denominational 
statesman. Dr. Henry Alford Porter was pastor from 1916 to 1923, 
another great preacher and beloved minister of Jesus Christ. Dr. 
Carter Helm Jones was pastor, 1924-27, and Dr. E. M. Poteat, 
1928-29. Dr. Ryland Knight followed Dr. Poteat, and served the 
Second Church until its merger with the Ponce de Leon Church, 
1932, and continued to serve as pastor of the Second-Ponce de Leon 
Church—until 1945. 


Occupying the commanding site at the corner of Washington 
Avenue and Mitchell Street, directly across the street from the 
State Capitol, the Second Church had among its members such 
distinguished men as Governor Henry D. McDaniel, Governor 
Joseph E. Brown, Governor Joseph M. Brown, Governor Joseph 
M. Terrell, Mayor George Hillyer, Dr. M. L. Brittain, Judge 
Beverly D. Evans, Judge Marshall J. Clarke, Judge John T. Clarke, 
and many other men and women of state-wide leadership in the 
professions, business and religion. 


The 1913 session of the Association was held at the First Church, 
College Park, Dr. Lincoln McConnell preaching the sermon. W. 
W. Gaines was elected Moderator, and M. M. Anderson was re- 
elected Clerk. New churches received into membership that year 
were: 


Plum Street, C. B. Ragsdale, pastor, constituted September 1, 
1913, 108 members; and Oakhurst, constituted in August, 1913, 
40 members, W. T. Smith and A. C. Henley, supply preachers. 


Center Hill Church applied for dismissal, but the record does 


. not indicate to what Association. Fortified Hills Church had been 
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constituted in October, 1913, but there is no reference in the 
Minutes of 1913 to an application on the part of this church for 
membership. The record does indicate that Fortified Hills was 
“an arm of the First Church,” and the statistical table shows the 
“Fortified Hills Mission.” Four Missions were listed as being joint- 
ly sponsored by the Associational office and certain churches: 
Stewart Avenue Mission, West End Church; Ezra Mission, Second 
Church; Carey Mission, Capitol Avenue Church; and Fortified 
Hills Mission, First Church. 


The Executive Committee expressed special appreciation to the 
Board of Missions of the Georgia Baptist Convention, using this 
phrase: “We could not carry on our extension program without the 
Board’s aid.” ‘The Sunday School Association and the WMU Asso- 
clation joined in securing funds to send Miss Susan Anderson to 
the Training School for missionaries. Mrs. W. P. Anderson was 
President of the WMU Association, and Dr. Charles W. Daniel 
was President of the BYPU Association. John M. Green was Presi- 
dent of the Sunday School Association. Miss Clifford Hunter left 
for China in 1913 to join Dr. T. W. Ayers in his hospital ministry. 
Mrs. William Russell Owen reported that the WMU of Capitol 
Avenue Church had organized a Business Woman’s Circle in 1912 
—the first such BWC in the Association. Mrs. T. L. Lewis was 
elected President, or Superintendent, of the WMU work of the 
Association at the 1913 session, succeeding Mrs. W. P. Anderson. 


Two events in 1913 were gratefully and enthusiastically noted 
in the sessions of the Association; first, Frank H. Leavell had come 
to Georgia as State BYPU Secretary, and had participated in sev- 
eral training schools in the Atlanta Association, resulting in the 
increase in churches having Unions from 14 to 28, and five of these 
Unions were A-I, which led the state; second, the Georgia Baptist 
Convention had purchased the Tabernacle Infirmary, March 15, 
1913, and changed the name to the Georgia Baptist Hospital. Price 
of the purchase was $85,000. 


A word about the host church for the 1913 session is in order. 
The College Park Church was constituted in 1898—the outgrowth 
of a Sunday School in a store building, beginning in 1893, and 
moving from the store to the Cox College Chapel. The church has 
been located at the same site since 1898, 215 E. Hawthorne Avenue, 
College Park. The first pastor was Dr. I. J. Van Ness, 1898; Robert 
Harris, 1898-1903; Julian Rogers, 1903-05; C. C. Pugh, 1905-09; 
Frank O’Kelley, 1909-15; L. E. Roberts, 1916-29; W. M. Sentell, 
1930-35; J. L. Baggott, 1935-49; W. T. Booth, 1950-53; Thomas 
J. Holmes, 1954-57; B. Carroll Carter, 1958- . The name was 
changed to First Baptist Church, College Park, and the church now 
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has one of the most beautiful and commodious meetinghouses in 
the Association, reporting a membership of 2,010 in 1997. 


The Association met in the Gordon Street Church in 1914. 
W. W. Gaines was reelected Moderator, and M. M. Anderson was 
reelected Clerk. The sermon was by W. H. Major. Three churches 
were admitted to membership—three Hills: 


Center Hill, W. E. McCollum, pastor, 126 members; Fortified 
Hills, E. E. Woodson, pastor; Druid Hills, constituted in July, 1914, 
229 members. Dr. F. C. McConnell accepted the call to Druid Hills 
that fall, and began his ministry on January 1, 1915. 


Beginning in 1914, BYPU work was under the direction of the 
Committee on Bible Study and Training, W. T. Jones and C. W. 
Daniel, co-chairmen. President John M. Green of the Sunday 
School Association reported that average attendance in the Sunday 
Schools had increased 30 percent in the past two years, adding this 
sentence: “Our best corps of Kingdom Captains is rallied under 
the Sunday School banner.” 


Three pages in the Minutes of the 1914 session were devoted to 
the work of Miss Emma L. Amos, who had served as State WMU 
Secretary since 1906. She died in 1914. Miss Margaret Hargrove 
was employed in 1914 as general director of the Stewart Avenue 
Mission. 


The Laymen’s Committee, R. R. Nash, chairman, reported that 
no working organization had been effected for the laymen. How- 
ever, he did report a Laymen’s Missionary Convention in Atlanta, 
approximately 800 laymen attending, with a banquet on the closing 
evening at the Auditorium Armory. No further reference appeared 
in the Minutes regarding the Laymen’s Committee until the 1920 
session. 


On motion of L. E. Barton, the Association voted to “take over, 
support and direct” the Decatur Street Mission, sometimes called 
the Friend Rescue Mission, formerly operated by E. B. Gill, founder 
and director. 


A word now about the host church in 1914. The Gordon Street 
Church, formerly known as the Battle Hill Church, was constituted 
in 1907, under the sponsorship of the West End Church. The name 
was changed to Gordon Street Church in 1911. The first pastor 
was M. L. Keith, 1907-08, followed by J. A. Goss, 1908-09; W. A. 
Babb, 1909-11; W. M. Sentell, 1911-17; J. H. Coin, 1917-21; W. H. 
Faust, 1922-37; T. F. Harvey, 1937-46; David J. Evans, 1946- 
The church moved to its present location in 1912. Membership in 
WS ag EE Ye EY 
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The 1915 session was held in Calvary Church, formed that year 
by the merging of Temple and Central Churches, since these 
churches were in the same area. Dr. John F. Purser was elected 
Moderator—the first pastor to serve in this post in the Association. 
V. O. Kimsey succeeded M. M. Anderson as Clerk. L. E. Barton 
was the preacher. Egan Park Church was admitted to the Asso- 
ciation, R. F. Smith, pastor, 54 members. Piedmont Church was 
granted a letter of dismission. B. P. Robertson resigned as Super- 
intendent. 


The Board of Missions of the Georgia Baptist Convention noti- 
fied the Association that it would discontinue aid to all churches 
in the Association with the exception of Stewart Avenue Mission, 
because of the cooperative relationship with the WMU in support 
of the Mission. This action on the part of the Board of Missions 
led to a recommendation of the Executive Committee that the 
Baptists of Atlanta should unite in a cooperative effort to meet 
not only the needs of existing churches, but further search out the 
land in determining where new churches were needed, and provide 
a basis of furthering all of the work of the Kingdom within the 
area of the rapidly growing city and suburban communities. Sign- 
ing this statesmanlike report: W. W. Gaines, John F. Purser, W. H. 
Major, Charles W. Daniel, W. M. Sentell, W. F. Burdett, W. T. 
Jones, L. A. Brown, A. H. Gordon, G. S. Prior, L. E. Barton, M. M. 
Anderson, W. N. Edenfield and J. L. Jackson. 


President Claude Gray of Locust Grove Institute expressed ap- 
preciation to the Atlanta WMU Association for having furnished 
30 rooms in the new dormitory at the school, following a disastrous 
fire. Mrs. Sam Jones was named chairman of the Committee for 
Crippled Children at the Georgia Baptist Hospital. Mrs. George 


Westmoreland, trustee of the Georgia Baptist Orphan’s Home, 


made an impassioned plea for enlarged support of the Home. 


Dr. John E. White resigned the pastorate of the Second Baptist 
Church to accept the Presidency of Anderson College and the pas- 
torate of the First Baptist Church, Anderson, 8. C. The Association 
paused for a season of special prayer for world peace, World War 
One having started in the summer of 1914. L. E. Barton was pastor 
of the host church. 


The Association met with the Woodward Avenue Church in 
1916, reelecting Dr. John F. Purser Moderator and V. O. Kimsey 
Clerk. Henry Alford Porter, the new pastor at Second Church, 
was the preacher. 

The WMU reported that two scholarships had been provided 
at Mary P. Willingham School, one for a student from the moun- 
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tain area, and one from some other section of the state. There were 
no features in the report of the Committee on Bible Study and 
Training, which directed the work of the Sunday School and = 
BYPU work. 


The Executive Committee ‘“‘deplored” the growing attitude that 
“the Association is for men only—that the women attend less and 
less.” The report suggested that the WMU Association meet jointly 
with the Association, and that the “churches elect more women to 
responsible church positions.” 


Dr. Charles W. Daniel introduced a resolution, calling on Georgia 
Baptists to launch a special campaign to raise funds for the Georgia 
Baptist Hospital, pledging the Atlanta Association’s support of such 
campaign. A committee composed of Dr. Daniel, Dr. John F. Purser 
and W. W. Gaines was appointed to present this proposal to the 
Georgia Baptist Convention. : 


Dr. A. C. Ward, for 15 years pastor of Temple Church, and later 
pastor for five years at Oakland City Church, died in October, 
1916. 


A word about the host church takes us back to 1872, when the 
Fifth Baptist Church was constituted, the outgrowth of a Mission 
established in 1871 by Rev. James F. Eden in a vacant barroom 
on Decatur Street. Sixteen persons came from the Mission to con- — 
stitute the Fifth Church in 1872. The church was first located at 
the corner of Bell and Gilmer Streets on a lot donated by John H. 
James of the Second Church. In 1903 the church purchased a lot 
at the corner of Woodward and Cherokee Avenues, where a brick 
meetinghouse was occupied in 1908, and the name changed to 
Woodward Avenue Church. The present site was secured in 1933, 
and in 1938 the name was changed to Park Avenue Church. The 
present pastor, L. E. Smith, has the distinction of being one of the 


deans of Atlanta pastors. Park Avenue Church reported 1,233 
members in 1957. 


The 1917 session met in the First Church. G. S. Prior was elected 
Moderator and V. O. Kimsey was reelected Clerk. W. M. Sentell 
was the preacher. Two churches were admitted to membership: 
Bellwood, John J. Watkins, pastor, 237 members; Ezra, R. J. Huff, 
pastor, 53 members. 


The Jackson Hill meetinghouse was burned in the “big fire,” May 
21, 1917. The congregation met in the North Avenue schoolhouse 
until September, when the church deposited $6,000 in the bank, 
“representing its total possessions,” and voted to suspend temporari- 
ly. There will be later reference to the Jackson Hill developments. 


he 


| 


The Committee on Bible Study and Training reported that there 
were 1,450 young people who were reading the Bible every day. 
The Atlanta BYPU organization had held the state banner for 
several years, and the Association expressed appreciation for the 
fine work of the young people. No reference of importance is found 
in the 1917 Minutes to the Sunday School and WMU work. 


During the year the Association took over the property of the 
East Side Tabernacle under bond for title, paying for it at the 
rate of $25 per month. The Association agreed to repair the outside 
of the Fortified Hills meetinghouse, the members agreeing to repair 
the interior. 


In a “whirlwind one-week campaign,” Atlanta Baptists raised 
$90,000, their share of half the total goal, in a state-wide campaign 
on behalf of the Georgia Baptist Hospital, thus enabling the Hos- 
pital to reduce its indebtedness to $19,000, which it was able to 
refinance at a much lower interest rate. 


The Association faced its responsibility to the large and increas- 
ing number of soldiers at Camp Gordon and other nearby military 
camps. The United States had entered World War One in April, 
1917, and the city was under-going an unprecedented situation 
with thousands of soldiers and their relatives. ‘The Y.M.C.A., the 
Home Mission Board, and the Georgia Baptist Convention were 
working in various ways to meet this situation, but the Association 
felt that the Baptists of Atlanta must accept their responsibility to 
minister to these important newcomers to the community. A com- 
mittee was authorized to proceed with such services as the Asso- 
ciation might render, in cooperation with existing Baptist channels 
of service to the armed forces, and the churches were encouraged 
to offer hospitality to the soldiers and their families. All of this 


pointed up the fact that the Association was trying realistically | 


to search out the land. 


The 1918 session of the Association was held at the East Side 
Tabernacle. G. S. Prior and V. O. Kimsey were reelected as 
Moderator and Clerk, respectively. Dr. F. GC. McConnell was the 
preacher. Locust Grove Church asked for a letter of dismissal to 
join the Noonday Association. No new churches were admitted. 


The Immanuel Church had sold its property, and was looking 
for a new location. The Association paid the final indebtedness 
on the Fortified Hills Church, amounting to $1,010.19, and voted 
to give Jackson Hill Church $1,000. 


The WMU Association reported its best year. There was an 
increase of seven Unions, 42 of the 52 churches in the Association 
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having well organized and effective WMU’s. Total WMU gifts in 
1918 amounted to $53,779.80, an increase of more than $12,000 
over the previous year. ; 


The first city-wide Training School of the BYPU, June, 1918, 
was the first such school in the Southern Baptist Convention. Many 
of the BYPU members had entered the armed services; even so, 
there were 34 churches with Unions, with 1,020 members. C. D. 
Gibbs was President of the City Union. 


Pastors Charles W. Daniel and Henry Alford Porter were chosen 
for important overseas ministry to the armed forces, and _ their 
churches graciously granted them leaves of absence. Approximately 
1,500 young men from Atlanta Baptist churches were in the armed 
services when the Association met in October, 1918. The Armis- 
tice was soon to follow, November 11. 


The host church was constituted in 1910. The first pastor was 
Rev. CG. W. Rowe. The name was changed from East Side Taber- 
nacle to Eastside in 1951. The present pastor is Rev. Guy C. Rain- 
water. Eastside Church reported 1,464 members in 1957. 


The 1919 session of the Association was held in the Grant Park 
Church. B. S. Railey was elected Moderator, and V. O. Kimsey 
was reelected Clerk. Dr. John F. Purser was the preacher. 


The Executive Committee for the third consecutive year strongly 
recommended that the Association “project two or three general 
meetings of the Association during the year.” The report empha- 
sized the fact that the people did not know one another, and that 
the time had come when far-reaching plans must be made, thus 
the obvious need for closer fellowship, conference and agreement. 
The Western Heights Church was enjoying unprecedented growth, 
paying for the new building, week by week. The Executive Com- 
mittee further reported that the Tabernacle Baptist Church was 
about to be free of debt. The Georgia Baptist Convention, through 
its Board of Missions, and the Home Mission Board had joined 
the members of the church and other friends in this debt-reduction 
effort. The Buckhead Church was completing a beautiful new 
meetinghouse. The Mission Board had contributed $2,000 to the 
church for its building fund. The Sunday School Association 
urged the Association to approve the plan of employing a full-time 
Sunday School Secretary. The WMU reported a good year. The 
WMU had sponsored a shower for Miss Susan Anderson, who sailed 
on September 1, 1919, for missionary work in Africa. 


Highlight of the 1919 session was the report of the Baptist 75 
Million Campaign, at that time in full progress throughout the 
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Southern Baptist Convention, having been launched at the meeting 
of the Convention in Atlanta that year. The Atlanta Association 
had been assigned the largest goal of any District Association in 
the Convention—$1,033,902—and the reports at the 1919 session 
indicated that every church would reach its goal. 


A word about the host church. Grant Park Church was consti- 
tuted in 1907 with 42 members, who came from the Capitol Ave- 
nue Church. The present site, 355 Georgia Avenue, S. E., was 
purchased in 1907 and a temporary structure was used for worship 
until 1910, when the first meetinghouse was erected. In 1924 the 
first permanent meetinghouse was erected. Rev. D. S. Edenfield 
was the first pastor. The present pastor is Rev. Prue H. Kelly. 
Grant Park Church reported 1,757 members in 1957. 


The decade of “Searching Out the Land” having been briefly 
reviewed, we turn now to the decade of “Laying Good Founda- 
tions.” 
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LAYING GOOD FOUNDATIONS 


1920 - 19238 


BEHOLD, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, 
a precious corner stone, a sure foundation,” Isaiah 28:16. 
Majestic words—prophetic words! And Paul admonished Timothy 
and all Christians with him: “That they do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying 
up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eternal life,” I Timothy, 6:18-19. 


Having passed through the thrilling year of In the Beginning, 
and the decade of Searching Out the Land, the Association had 
come to its most crucial era—Laying Good Foundations. The 
Articles of Faith had sounded again the doctrinal depths to which 
every true Baptist humbly and gratefully adheres, and with this 
“sure foundation,” the hour had struck for long-range planning 
on good foundations of Baptist faith and practice. 


Moreover, the Baptist 75 Million Campaign had broken the 
sub-soil in the greatest cooperative effort in Southern Baptist 
history. Uniting for the first time in one great commitment to 
undergird the local churches, the District Associations, the State 
Conventions, and the Southern Baptist Convention in the fields of 
evangelism, enlistment, benevolence, educaton and missions, at 
home and around the world, the people had subscribed $92,000,000 
on a goal of $75,000,000 in the six-month campaign, July-Decem- 
ber, 1919. The Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches, with the 
largest goal of any District Association in the Southern Baptist 
Convention—$1,033,902—had subscribed $1,319,043.21. The tidal 
wave of a great revival was sweeping through the hearts of Bap- 
tists, and Atlanta Baptists were in the forefront of this hour of 
unprecedented effort and achievement. Obviously, there must be 
careful, prayerful planning, with sure foundations—good founda- 
tions. 


The 1920 session met in the First Church, East Point. W. W. 
Gaines was elected Moderator, and V. O. Kimsey was reelected 
Clerk. Mr. Gaines had served as Moderator, 1913-14, and was 
the only man to be elected Moderator of the Association for two 
separate terms. Dr. Warren Mosby Seay was the preacher, and 
he directed the attention of the messengers to the hour in which 
they were gathered—an hour freighted with unparalleled possi- 

bilities, and the need for God’s leading if foundations were to be 
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laid for the promising tomorrows. In the atmosphere of this great 
sermon, the messengers set to work in 1920. 


Piedmont Church was received into membership in 1920, having 
been dismissed in 1915. There is no record of where Piedmont 


Church had been. 


The Committee on Bible Study and Training reported Bible 
Study Clubs, formed during the year, for the purpose of promoting 
better teaching in the Sunday Schools. It appears that these Clubs 
were effective as weekly teachers’ meetings wherever a competent 
leader was available. The committee further reported that Junior 
and Senior BYPU work was progressing throughout the Association, 
with 27 Senior and 19 Junior organizations. 


H. M. Willet, chairman of the Four-Minute Speakers Bureau 
during the 75 Million Campaign, reported a strong, close-knit 
organization of laymen, grateful for their experience in the great 
campaign, and ready to further serve, if needed. 


This report indicated that there was a tremendous reservoir of 
interest in the work of the churches and denomination. Dr. Charles 
W. Daniel, who had led the campaign that raised more than 
$90,000 in the Atlanta Association for the Georgia Baptist Hospital 
in 1917, and who had led the Association in over-subscribing its 
goal in the 75 Million Campaign, declared: “The time is here 
when we must acknowledge the place of our laymen and laywomen 
in the work of the denomination. They have proved their interest 
and their ability in these recent campaigns. I believe we should lay 
worthy foundations in this session of the Association upon which 
these laymen will build.” Following his impassioned and forward- 
looking address, Dr. Daniel offered the following resolution: 


“Resolved, that the Executive Committee be authorized 
and requested to take initial steps toward the formation 
of a Baptist Council, auxiliary to the Association, whose 
purpose shall be the promotion of Baptist interests in all 
of its phases.” 


The resolution was adopted, and the committee went to work 
on the laying of another foundation. The Executive Committee 
made thorough study of the proposed Foundation, and voted unan- 
imous approval of the idea. The Atlanta Baptist Council was 
organized, September 27, 1921, at the Baptist Tabernacle, with 
Louie D. Newton, president, M. L. Brittain, vice-president, Carl- 
ton W. Binns, secretary, and F. S. Etheridge, treasurer. A charter 
was secured, and the Council was at work, ready with its first 
report at the next Association, 1921. 
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Dr. W. H. Major offered a motion to delete the word “male” 
from line two of Section VI, of the Constitution, thus “making 
any member eligible without regard to sex for appointment as: 
representatives from the churches.” It will be observed that the 
Association was laying foundations. 


Looking toward a Baptist ministry to the rapidly increasing 
student body at the Georgia School of Technology, the Jones Ave- 
nue Church, under the leadership of Pastor T. E. McCutcheon, 
sold its property and bought a lot at Luckie and Gresham streets, 
on which a building was planned, adapted to the student com- 
munity. The name of the church was, at that time, the Third 
Church. The Georgia Baptist Convention and the Home Mission 
Board pledged support in this new undertaking. 


Announcement was made that the Association would sponsor a 
city-wide evangelistic crusade, March 2-20, 1921, under the auspices ° 
of the Evangelistic Department of the Home Mission Board. 


Feature of the 1920 session was the election of Dr. John F. 
Purser, for 18 years pastor of the West End Church, as “Executive 
Secretary of the Association.” The Association was confirming the 
action of its Executive Committee of March 1, 1920, when Dr. 
Purser accepted the position and began his work. The 1920 session 
was a turning point in the history of the Association, revealing 
clearly that the leadership had accepted the challenge of the hour, 
and was laying worthy foundations. Dr. Purser had long been 
known among his fellow-pastors as “the pastor of the pastors.” 
Some called him “Mr. Greatheart.” His desk at Baptist Head- 
quarters was within a few feet of my desk, as editor of The Chris- 
tian Index, and I found my way again and again to the guest 
chair beside his desk to ask his guidance in many, many matters 
that constantly confronted me. He was, indeed, “Brother John, the 
beloved.” Dr. Purser’s leadership of the Association in those im- 
portant years of laying sure foundations will linger in all of our 
hearts as God’s good gift to His people. 


In his report to the 1920 session, Dr. Purser pointed out the 
areas where new churches were needed, and predicted that by the 
next session there would be several important recommendations 
for the purchase of lots. All who attended the 1920 session will 
recall that when his report was ended, and he was asked to speak, 
he began with these words: ‘“‘Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a stone...” His great heart broke through his eyes in tears, and 
every messenger wept with him. Selah. 


A word about the host church in 1920 is a pleasant reminder 
that our Moderator on this Fiftieth Anniversary occasion, Dr. 
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W. A. Duncan, served as pastor of the First Church, East Point, 
30 years, 1927-1957. The church was constituted in 1889, and en- 
joyed the pastoral care of Walter R. Dale, Jeff Dodd, H. C. Horn- 
ady, I. J. Oxford, Jesse M. Dodd, A. D. Kendrick, A. T. Spalding, 
W. L. Head, B. G. Smith, W. D. Upshaw, W. A. King, C. E. Hitt, 
and O. L. Jones, for varying lengths of ministry, down to 1918, 
when Rev. J. A. Crumbley began the first long pastorate, serving 
until 1927. It was during his ministry that the church enjoyed 
one of its finer periods of sustained growth, both in membership 
and in an enlarged building program. In 1927, Dr. Duncan began 
his notable ministry—one of the bright chapters in Atlanta Bap- 
tist history. The church grew in every way during the 30 years 
of his leadership, reporting a membership of 2,829 in 1957. Rev. 
C. Douglas Jackson began his ministry in 1958. 


The 1921 session was held in the Western Heights Church. Mr. 
Gaines and Mr. Kimsey were reelected Moderator and Clerk, re- 
spectively, and Dr. L. E. Roberts was the preacher. Here again 


we have one of the sermons often referred to by all the messengers 
who heard Dr. Roberts. 


True to the prediction of Dr. Purser in 1920, there were four 
churches asking for admission: Immanuel Church, J. P. Glore, pas- 
tor, 1921, 162 members; Second, East Point, J. T. Hornsby, 1921, 
28 members; Ingleside, C. C. Singleton, 1894, 164 members; and 
Martel, J. C. Alverson, from Fairburn Association. Two quotes 
from the Minutes of the 1921 session are in order: 


“Several years ago the Immanuel meetinghouse was sold for 
debt, and the church disbanded. Last summer Rev. W. L. Head 
of the Home Mission Board held a meeting with the former mem- 
bers of Immanuel, and with the assistance of other churches, the 
church was reestablished with 81 members.” 


“Rev. J. P. Glore, who wrought so valiantly in building the 
Western Heights edifice, finally became pastor. He gave his per- 
sonal note for $7,000 in payment for the building. These notes are 
payable $100 per month, and they are now well ahead of the 
schedule of payments. It is now certain that within the two years 
he has proposed to serve as pastor without salary they will pay off 
the entire indebtedness. Not every man can serve without pay, 
not every man ought, but an occasional Pauline example like this 
thrills our hearts. During the first six weeks of his ministry, there 
were 106 additions.” 


Dr. Purser, speaking to the Executive Committee’s report in 
1921, swept the Association in a great message, pointing out the 
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difficult times through which the people were passing, due to the 
depression which had followed the immediate boom of World War 
One. Said Dr. Purser: “Our people are suffering, and they need - 
our sympathetic understanding. They have committed themselves 
to the Kingdom in their 75 Million Campaign pledges. They want 
to pay these pledges, and, in most instances, they will, if we let 
them know that we love them and understand them.” 


It was, indeed, a difficult hour. A few quotes from the Executive 
Committee’s report will help the reader understand just how diffi- 
cult it was: 


“This financial readjustment, loss in property values and un- 
employment, has had two vital effects upon religious work. It has 
been easier to reach men with the Gospel. During April, 90 white 
churches and many colored churches engaged in simultaneous 
evangelistic meetings, and more than 2,600 members were received ' 
into the churches of our Association. Again, it has resulted in an 
alarming falling off in the offerings. Many are not able to pay 
anything on their 75 Million pledges. This has, in turn, affected 
all of the work of all the denominational agencies, state and south- 
wide. But on the whole, our people are doing the best they can, 
and we pray that conditions may soon improve.” 


The Executive Committee took the occasion to pay high tribute 
to Dr. Purser, asking: “What would we have done in this trying 
hour without his leadership? He has led us to lay worthy founda- 
tions, and we believe that the Lord will help us to build worthily.” 
Dr. Purser had formed fields of churches in neighboring communi- 
ties, such as Oakhurst and South Decatur, and New Antioch and 
Center Hill, so that they might secure resident pastors. 


Commenting on the accomplishments of the Atlanta Baptist 
Council’s first year of work, the Executive Committee said: “We 
believe that this is the most momentous movement our Association 
has inaugurated in its history.” The laymen were at work, using 
the Four-Minute Speakers in all the churches to promote the entire 
program of the denomination. Primarily the Council was studying 
the areas where new missions and churches were needed, and aiding 
struggling churches to meet their situations, despite the depression. 


The WMU reported a drinking fountain installed at the Chil- 
dren’s Home in Hapeville in memory of Mrs. Stainback Wilson, 
first president of the Georgia WMU. The BYPU reported the 
organization of a city-wide Intermediate Union—the first such 
organization in the Southern Baptist Convention. Twelve local 
church Intermediate Unions composed this first Associational 


oe 


organization for Intermediates. The Sunday School people reported 
a Sunday School in every church in the Association, with an average 
combined attendance of approximately 11,000. Emphasis on Cradle 
Roll work highlighted this report. 


Jolted by the depression, the Association made courageous plans 
for the coming year, remembering how great was the opportunity 
to build on sure foundations, and how abounding the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


The 1922 session was held with the Third Church in its new 
meetinghouse on Luckie Street, near the Georgia School of ‘Tech- 
nology. F. S. Etheridge was elected Moderator, and H. E. Moody 
Clerk. Dr. Charles W. Daniel preached the sermon. One new 
church was received into the Association—Elise Memorial, consti- 
tuted in 1922, Rev. E. L. Barlow, pastor, 71 members. The name 
was later changed to Confederate Avenue Church. 


The Atlanta Baptist Council asked that the following men be 
named as its Executive Committee: Frederic J. Paxon, chairman, 
J. W. Awtry, Carlton W. Binns, M. L. Brittain, George M. Brown, 
Charles W. Daniel, T. T. Davis, F. S. Etheridge, W. W. Gaines, 
M. A. Jones, W. H. Major, Louie D. Newton, W. W. Orr, B. S. 
Railey, Thomas L. Stokes, E. H. Vary, Wyley West, H. M. Willet 
and Baynard Willingham. The Council announced a dinner meet- 
ing of Baptist laymen in the City Auditorium, with 2,000 plates 
already reserved. Purpose of the meeting was to arouse wider in- 
terest on the part of the laymen in the work of the Association, 
particularly the program to establish a fund with which to buy 
lots for prospective churches. 


Simultaneous evangelistic meetings in April, 1922, had enlisted 
most of the churches, and the Association was thrilled with the 


rising tide of concern for lost people. ‘The effects of the depression © 


was lessening, and the messengers felt encouraged. The Sunday 
School report indicated an increase in awards for study courses. 
The BYPU report showed a total of 58 Senior Unions in the Asso- 
ciation, with the work divided into the South and North Divisions. 
Over 500 persons had attended a Senior Union banquet during 
the year. The State BYPU Convention was scheduled to meet in 
Atlanta in 1923. Mrs. W. A. Hartman had been elected president 
of the WMU work of the Association, succeeding Mrs. T. L. Lewis. 
The Stewart Avenue Mission’s name had been changed to the Kate 
Pendleton Dawson Good Will Center in honor of Mrs. Dawson. 
The WMU had shared in the travelling expenses of Mrs. W. J. Neel, 
State WMU President, to the Baptist World Alliance, meeting 
in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1923. 
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The 1923 session met with the Capitol] Avenue Church, Mr. 
Etheridge and Mr. Moody reelected as Moderator and Clerk, re- 
spectively. Dr. John W. Ham, pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle, — 
was the preacher. Four new churches were admitted to member- 
ship: 


Church | Pastor Constituted Membership 
Virginia Avenue......C.. A. London -............ 192510) SR oe 55 
Cascade Avenue......D. S. Edenfield __..... 1923.2 a eae ee 40 
Ben ill poe ee Wiis, Sitilese, Woe 19232 caste es 24 
Brookhaven wk r1 UM Walliams aie ES Pe AN A Re 141 


The Association presented a beautiful loving cup to Dr. W. H. 
Major in appreciation of his years of leadership as chairman of 
the Executive Committee. All of us who witnessed that occasion 
will remember the gracious words of Dr. Purser as he spoke on | 
behalf of the Association of the work of Dr. Major, one of the 
revered builders of the Baptist life of Atlanta. 


The Executive Committee recommended that 1924 be designated 
as a Year of Stewardship, Teaching and Training. The five-year 
period of the Baptist 75 Million Campaign would end in 1924, and 
the Southern Baptist Convention, which had launched the great 
movement in Atlanta in 1919, would be meeting again in Atlanta 
in 1924. The Association approved a recommendation that not less 
than $25,000 be devoted to extension work the following year under 
the direction of the Atlanta Baptist Council. The Baptist Council 
was authorized to proceed with plans for a great Baptist rally in 
the City Auditorium the night before the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion would meet in May, 1924, and that the Council serve as a 
host committee for the south-wide Organized Class Conference, to 
meet in Atlanta, January, 1924. 


Carlton W. Binns, President of the Atlanta Senior BYPU, 1921- 
22, was elected President of the State BYPU Convention, 1923. 
The Intermediate BYPU of the city organized a Life Service Band 
for Intermediates who had dedicated their lives to Christian service. 
Sunday School average attendance jumped to 19,000, with total 
enrollment of 33,000. 


It was a heartening session. The Baptists of Atlanta were steadily 
and surely building on worthy foundations. It is appropriate to say 
a word about the host church, Capitol Avenue. Developing from 
a Sunday School Mission of the Second Church, Capitol Avenue 
Church was constituted in 1900, moving from the Mission location 
on Richardson Street to 660 Capitol Avenue, where a frame struc- 
_ture was used as the meetinghouse until 1910, when a small brick 
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building was erected. In 1922 the present building was dedicated, 
with additional educational facilities in later years. During the 
years of the Capitol Avenue Mission, Rev. R. A. Sublett and Dr. 
A. T. Spalding served as pastors, followed by Rev. N. B. O’Kelley, 
who served until 1904. He was followed by Dr. John E. Briggs, 
1904-09; Dr. William Russell Owen, 1909-14; Dr. W. H. Major, 
1914-38; Rev. Selwyn Smith, 1939-42; Rev. Marshall Nelms, 1942- 
47; Rev. R. L. O’Brien, 1948-57; Rev. Fred Propst, 1958- . Mr. 
W. W. Gaines was the lay leader in Capitol Avenue for 60 years. 
Mr. G. Frank Garrison of the Home Mission Board has, for 30 
years, been a great lay leader in Capitol Avenue and the Atlanta 
Association. Capitol Avenue Church has been a vital factor in 
the life of Atlanta Baptists and the Kingdom of God. The Capitol 
Avenue Church reported 1,468 members in 1957. 


The 1924 session met with the Second Church. Rev. L. E. Rob- 
erts was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. 
Rev. J. L. Jackson, pastor of the Kirkwood Church, preached the 
sermon, and I think I could write a passing grade about that 
sermon. Many of us give thanks unto God upon every remem- 
brance of J. L. Jackson, Mrs. Jackson, and the two noble sons. The 
sure foundations were bearing fruitage, and four more churches 
were admitted to membership in the Association: 


Church Pastor Constituted Membership 
DOLtO West. cb eee Names Penmcele, (rw Load y be ca, 122 
Richardson Street..W. L. Hambrick _....... EE 2 eB aE 200 
SyWVester see We Le Resale tee tite eeilatil naa cali 128 
Merritts Avenue....W. O. Mullins _.......... TOP eo a, 215 


Fire destroyed the Lakewood Heights meetinghouse during the 
year, but the congregation immediately built a temporary struc- 
ture, and the work moved on. Nine churches had placed The 
Christian Index in their budget: Capitol Avenue, Capitol View, 
Druid Hills, First Church, Inman Park, Jackson Hill, Kirkwood, 
Ponce de Leon and Second. Druid Hills was the first church in 
the state to place the paper in the budget, 1920. 


The Association joined the Pastors’ Conference in an invitation 
to Dr. O. E. Bryan, Superintendent of Evangelism, Home Mission 
Board, to direct an evangelistic campaign throughout the Asso- 
ciation, March 22 - April 12, 1925. Dr. W. H. Major was named 
director for the Association in the approaching Kingdom Budget 
Campaign to raise $1,000,000 for Missions, Education and Be- 
nevolence in the Georgia Baptist Convention. Goal for the Asso- 
ciation was set at $187,000. The Baptist Council reported progress 
in securing new lots. The Four-Minute Speakers continued to pro- 
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mote all of the work of the denomination. The Council had spon- 
sored a meeting earlier in the year with Dr. Frederick Norwood 
of London as the speaker, and meetings were set up in November 
with Dr. L. R. Scarborough and Dr. Charles Burts as speakers. It 
was announcd that the Council had engaged Dr. James Moffatt 
of Scotland for a city-wide mass meeting in 1926. During the year, 
Mr. F. S. Etheridge of the Second Church had given $100,000 to 
Mercer University, and the late Mrs. Andrew P. Stewart had left 
a gift of $25,000 for the Orphan’s Home, and $10,000 for the 
Andrew P. Stewart Goodwill Center. 


The Sunday School report emphasized progress in the work 
of the young people. A South-wide Organized Class Conference 
was held in Atlanta in January, 1924, which gave impetus to the 
work of the adult classes in every church. Vacation Bible Schools 
were appearing in several churches by 1924, and the Sunday School | 
Board, under the leadership of Dr. Homer L. Grice, held a Vaca- 
tion Bible School Conference in Atlanta in 1924. Druid Hills 
Church held the first Vacation Bible School in the Association in 
1923. There were seven such Schools in 1924. An Elementary 
Workers’ League was organized in 1924, under the leadership of 
Miss Rosa Mae King, with the hope that an Elementary Field 
Worker might be employed, the Sunday School Board paying half 
of the salary. 


Mrs. Hartman had resigned as Superintendent of WMU work, 
and Mrs. H. A. Etheridge served in her place for the rest of 1924. 
The Atlanta WMU had served as host to the WMU of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, meeting in Atlanta in May, 1924. The 
WMU passed a resolution limiting term of office of the Superin- 
tendent to three years. Mrs. C. W. King was elected Superin- 
tendent. The Atlanta BYPU City Union had been awarded the 
state banner in Macon during the 1924 State Convention, the 
Ponce de Leon Church winning the banner for the best Senior 
Union in the state. The Senior BYPU’s of Atlanta had secured 850 
subscriptions to The Christian Index during 1924. 


The 1925 session met with the Baptist Tabernacle. Dr. Roberts 
was reelected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. Dr. 
Carter Helm Jones, pastor of the Second Church, was the preacher. 
The sermon was described by a newspaper reporter as a prose- 
poem. Two churches constituted during the year were admitted 
to membership: Carey Park, Rev. Simon Walker, pastor, 38 mem- 
bers; South Whiteford Avenue, Rev. George Adolphus, acting pas- . 
tor, 28 members. 


On motion of Dr. F. C. McConnell, amended by Dr. C. W. 
Daniel, the churches were requested to add ten percent to their 
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budgets for the “Church Building and Loan Fund of the Atlanta 
Association,” to further the work of the Atlanta Baptist Council. 
The report of the Baptist Council indicated several new areas where 
Baptist churches were definitely needed. The Council recom- 
mended sites for new churches in Avondale Estates, East Atlanta, 
and Morningside. 


The BYPU City organization announced a publication, The 
Dynamo, the first such BYPU Associational organ in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Three Unions had attained AA-1 Standard 
during the year: Hapeville, Ponce de Leon and Gordon Street. The 
WMU had increased its Districts to eight, and asked that all Busi- 
ness and Professional Groups become regular Circles in the local 
WMU’s. Highlight of the Sunday School work in 1925 was the 
employment of Mrs. W. L. Blankenship as Associational Educa- 
tional Director. Mrs. Blankenship reported Superintendents’ Con- 
ferences, Organized Class Conferences, Intermediate and Elemen- 
tary Conferences, all meeting monthly with the Sunday School 
Association. 


The 1926 session met with the Gordon Street Church. Layman 
E. L. Harling was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was re- 
elected Clerk. Dr. Will H. Houghton, pastor of the Baptist ‘Taber- 
nacle, was the preacher. The death of Dr. John F. Purser, March 
12, 1926, brought great sorrow to the churches. He had served 
as Executive Secretary of the Association from 1920 until his death, 
and his work had furthered the period of laying such foundations 
in eloquent and abiding achievement. The Association paused in 
its opening session for a memorial service to Dr. Purser. 


Two churches were admitted to membership: Central, Hapeville, 
Rev. H. W. Morris, pastor, 91 members; East Stonewall, 47 mem- 
bers. Both churches had been constituted in 1926. Martel Church 
had been disbanded. McDonald Church had changed its name 
to Cameron Street. Ingleside Church had changed its name to 
Avondale Estates. 


The Sunday School report emphasized the successful city-wide 
Training School in 1926, with more than 1,000 taking the courses. 
Twenty “Master Workman” awards were granted in 1926, and 
2,012 seals and diplomas, compared with 515 the previous year. 
Mrs. Wilbur Jones was elected president of the WMU in 1926, 
serving until 1932. The WMU rescinded the action of the previous 
year in which terms of office were limited. The WMU assumed 
entire maintenance of the Good Will Centers in 1926. 


The 1927 session met with West End Church. Mr. Harling was 
reelected Moderator, and Mr. Moody Clerk. Rev. Sam A. Cowan 
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was the preacher. Calvary Church, Rev. J. H. Fuller, pastor, 203 
members, and Stewart Avenue Church, Rev. J. F. Eden, pastor, 
134 members, were received into the Association. Sylvester Church 
was granted a letter of dismissal to the South River Association. 
The Committee on Digest of Letters paid this tribute to the Clerk, 
Mr. H. E. Moody: “We find that the work ordinarily assigned to 
this committee has been perfectly done already by the Clerk, and 
we recommend that this committee be eliminated in the future.” 


The recommendation was signed by L. E. Roberts, J. M. Long, 


and D. N. Asbury. 


Louie D. Newton offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted: 


“That the Executive Committee of the Association be instructed 
to meet in conference with the Executive Committees of all the 
auxiliary organizations of the Association and work out a coordi- 
nated budget for all of our cooperative endeavors in the Asso- 
ciation, and make recommendations at the meeting of the Associa- 
tion in 1928.” 


The BYPU report showed 24 Departments in local churches, 
with 2,861 awards for study courses conducted during the year. 
The WMU changed its time of meeting to March in order that it 
might be in cooperation with the SBC reports of WMU work. 


It is appropriate to say a word about the host church in 1927. 
West End Church was constituted April 22, 1888, a daughter of 
the Second Church’s Young Men’s Missionary Society. A Mission 
was established by these young men in 1887 at the corner-of Ashby 
and Oak Streets, and named the McDonald Mission in honor of 
Dr. Henry McDonald, beloved pastor of the Second Church. The 
first meetinghouse was dedicated in 1898, Dr. W. W. Landum, 
pastor of the First Church, being the preacher on that historic 
occasion. After serving on the original site for 63 years, West End 
moved to its present impressive site, 1040 Gordon Street, next door 
to the Wren’s Nest, in 1951, where it occupies a beautiful and 
commodious building of Georgian architecture. The pastors of 
West End Church: Samuel Young Jameson, 1888-89; N. B. O’Kel- 
ley, 1899-1902; John F. Purser, 1902-20; Warren Mosby Seay, 
1920-28; M. A. Cooper, 1928-43; John Waldrop, 1943-52; Norman 
Shands, 1953- . This great church reported 2,746 members in 
1957. The West End Church has been a mother of churches, having 
sponsored the New Hope Church, Stewart Avenue Mission, Gordon 
Street, Oakland City, Dogwood Hills, and now the Lucile Avenue 
Mission. Mrs. Harvey Clarke, a charter member, went out to 
Japan as a missionary, as did her son, Coleman Clarke. 
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The 1928 session met with the Ponce de Leon Church. Dr. B. 
J. W. Graham was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was re- 
elected Clerk. Dr. A. J. Moncrief, pastor of the First Church, 
Decatur, was the preacher, and here again we had a truly great 
sermon. Two new churches were admitted to membership: Co- 
lonial Hills, constituted 1927, Rev. A. W. Lamar, pastor; and 
Peachtree City, constituted 1924, Rev. W. W. Hunton, pastor, 102 
members. 


Mr. W. W. Gaines offered a resolution as follows: 


“Whereas, the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches was 
organized in order that intensive work might be done within its 
bounds, and it is therefore desirable that its territory be compact 
and not too large. Therefore, be it resolved, that the Executive 
Committee be directed to consider the advisability of limiting the 
territory of the Association so that its own work may be the more 
efficiently done, and also not to interfere with the territory of other 
Associations or in any degree strain or violate the comity that 
should obtain between different Associations. ‘The Executive Com- 
mittee will also consider any other means of accomplishing these 
ends. The Executive Committee shall make its report to the next 
Association.” 


The Executive Committee reported that it had sought to carry 
out the instructions of the 1927 session in recommending a co- 
ordinated budget for all of the work of the auxiliary organizations, 
but “‘we found that some of the organizations were not ready for 
such coordination of the work, and we also find it difficult to 
finance a combined budget.” It is reassuring that in later years 
this plan was adopted to the delight of everyone. 


The Executive Committee announced that a committee composed 


of W. Lee Cutts, J. W. Awtry, I. M. Sheffield, L. P. Wilson and — 


H. E. Moody was working with the State Jubilee Campaign Com- 
mittee to raise Atlanta’s quota of $120,000 for the work of the 
denomination. 


Highlight of the 1928 session was the announcement that Dr. 
G. J. Davis, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Marietta, had 
accepted the position of Executive Secretary, succeeding Dr. John 
Fo Purser. 


The Sunday School report emphasized evangelism, indicating 
that 90 percent of all professions of faith during the year had 
come from the Sunday Schools. Also, the Sunday School report 
showed more than 1,200 persons attending the annual Training 
School. ‘The WMU report in 1928 cited Mr. Mercer Harbin’s gift 
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to the Stewart Good Will Center, and the purchase of Bibles for 
the city jails of Atlanta. 


A word about the host church is in order. Ponce de Leon Church 
was constituted October 6, 1904, in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
George M. Brown, 584 Peachtree Street, with 115 charter mem- 
bers, 84 with letters from the First Church, and 19 from the Second 
Church. Former Governor W. J. Northen served as chairman of 
the congregation until the first pastor arrived. The congregation 
worshipped in the North Avenue Presbyterian Church for approxi-. 
mately six months. On Sunday afternoon, October 9, 1904, a 
council met in the First Church and approved the Covenant and 
Articles of Faith adopted by the new church, and the hand of 
fellowship was extended Governor Northen by Dr. W. W. Lan- 
drum, formally welcoming Ponce de Leon Church into the family 
of Atlanta Baptist churches. Dr. Landrum preached the first ser- 
mon to the new congregation, October 30, 1904. Dr. Junius W. 
Millard, pastor of the Eutaw Place Baptist Church, Baltimore, 
was Called as the first pastor at Ponce de Leon, and entered upon 
his ministry January 5, 1905. Meantime, the lot on the northeast 
corner of Ponce de Leon and Piedmont Avenues had been pur- 
chased, and plans adopted for the first meetinghouse. The first 
service in the building was held September 9, 1906. Dr. Millard 
served as pastor until 1909. Rev. Arthur Hale Gordon served as 
pastor from 1910 to 1917; Dr. M. Ashby Jones from 1917 to 1926; 
and Dr. Luther Rice Christie from 1926 until the merger of Ponce 
de Leon and the Second Church, 1932. Dr. Ryland Knight served 
as pastor of the Second-Ponce de Leon Church from date of 
merger, 1932, until 1945. 


With the coming of Dr. Davis as the new Executive Secretary, 
and with other far-reaching events, such as the depression of 1929, 
we appear to enter another era in the developing life of the Asso- 
ciation as the year 1928 ends. Grateful for the Laying of Good 
Foundations, let us now turn to a period when the Association 
seemed to be listening to the words of Jesus: “Fields White to 
Harvest.” 
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FIELDS WHITE TO HARVEST 
1929 - 1939 


JpESUS, speaking to His disciples at Jacob’s Well, following His 

revealing interview with the woman of Sychar, said: “Say 

not ye, there are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Be- 

hold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest,” John 4:35. 


Atlanta Baptists were summoned in 1929 to “lift up their eyes— 
to look on the fields, white already to harvest.” And the man, 
sent from God, to sound His clarion call was Dr. G. J. Davis, be- 
loved pastor at the First Church, Marietta, and elsewhere in Geor- 
gia, before accepting the invitation in 1928 to succeed Dr. John 
F. Purser as Executive Secretary of the Association. Never can 
historians adequately appraise the ministry of Dr. Davis in the 
three years that he moved quietly and resolutely among our people, 
winning their loyal support to the far-reaching plans which he so 
wisely outlined from day to day. It was a time of widening vision 
and heartening commitment. 


The 1929 session was held with the Druid Hills Church. Dr. 
Graham and Mr. Moody were reelected Moderator and Clerk, 
respectively. Dr. M. A. Cooper, pastor of the West End Church, 
was the preacher. Hills Park Church, Rev. Henry Marlow, pastor, 
constituted in 1928, 76 members, was admitted to membership in 
the Association. 


An interesting motion was offered in the 1929 session by Rev. 
S. A. Cowan, calling for the elimination of the annual sermon on. 
the ground that all the time was needed for transacting the busi- 
ness of the Association. After frank and fraternal discussion, the 
motion was defeated. Atlanta Baptists were resolved to hold to 
the pattern of the founding fathers of Baptist life in America by 
maintaining the best hour for the proclamation of the Gospel. 


The Baptist Council reported purchase of a lot in Sylvan Hills, 
present site of that growing church, for $2,700. “Capitol View 
Church will sponsor this new Sunday School, looking to the forma- 
tion of a church at an early date.” The Council reported purchase 
of two lots on North Highland Avenue at a cost of $6,250 for 
the site of the proposed new Morningside Baptist Church. Mr. 
Hampton Smith gave an additional lot. The Council further re- 
ported that it had assumed a mortgage of $1,800 on the Immanuel 
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Church. Under the wise leaderhip of Dr. Davis, the Piedmont 
Church had transferred its property to the Baptist Council, to be 
held by the Association. The Council made essential repairs, and 
the Minutes state: ““The church is now making marvelous progress 
under the leadership of Pastor J. Hill Barrett.” 


The Sunday School report indicated the resignation of Mrs. W. 
L. Blankinship, as Educational Director, and the acceptance of 
Mrs. G. L. Braden for this important post. The BYPU report 
emphasized the need for coordinated effort in the churches in the © 
important matter of better training for the young people. The 
WMU report called attention to the observance of the Ruby Anni- 
versary of Woman’s Missionary Union, June 12, 1929, with a 
pageant in the City Auditorium. Mrs. Wilbur M. Jones attended 
the Baptist World Alliance in Toronto, June, 1928, as the guest 
of the Atlanta WMU. 


A word about the host church in 1929: Druid Hills Church was 
constituted the first Sunday in July, 1914, Drs. B. D. Gray, Virgil 
Norcross and Weston Bruner composing the organizing council. 
There were 173 charter members, a majority of them having letters 
from the former Highland Avenue Baptist Church, abandoned 
earlier in 1914. First services were held in the building at the 
corner of North Highland and Greenwood Avenues, where the 
Highland Avenue Church was located. Dr. B. D. Gray guided the 
new congregation through the fall of 1914, during which period a 
call was extended to Dr. F. C. McConnell, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Waco, Texas. Dr. McConnell began his ministry 
at Druid Hills, January 1, 1915, and served until his death, Febru- 
ary 12, 1929. The church purchased a lot at the corner of North 
Highland and Ponce de Leon Avenues, and erected its first tempo- 
rary meetinghouse on the present site in 1918. The present meet- 
inghouse was completed and occupied on the first Sunday in July, 
1928. ‘The new Educational Building was occupied in 1955. Louie 
D. Newton, at the time chairman of the Board of Deacons and 
Editor of The Christian Index, began his ministry at Druid Hills, 
April 1, 1929. The church reported 3,094 members in 1957. 


The 1930 session was held with the First Church in its new 
meetinghouse between Fourth and Fifth Streets on Peachtree, Dr. 
Ellis A. Fuller, pastor. Layman Carlton W. Binns was elected 
Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. Dr. Luther Rice 
Christie was the preacher. 


Morningside Church was received into membership, Dr. G. J. 
Davis serving as pastor in conjunction with his work as Executive 
Secretary of the Association. Morningside Church was constituted 
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in 1930, 78 members. Martel Church, Rev. J. C. Alverson, pastor, 
was admitted to membership in 1930, 58 members. The church 
was constituted in 1927. Lowry Town Church made application 
for membership in 1930, but did not submit Articles of Faith, and 
application was deferred for later consideration. 


Dr. Joseph Broughton offered a motion, seconded by Dr. B. J. 
W. Graham, that the Association cooperate with other denomina- 
tions in a city-wide census in 1931 to “give us something definite 
to work on, a committee of Ellis A. Fuller, Louie D. Newton, W. 
Lee Cutts, W. M. Sentell and L. R. Christie to approach the other 
denominations and seek their cooperation in such census.” 


Dr. Davis thrilled the Association in his report of progress during 
the year. He emphasized the fact that the Association was lifting 
up its eyes to the fields, white already to harvest, and predicted 
that the coming years would record great progress among Baptists 
in Atlanta. The Baptist Council reported its treasury exhausted 
as a result of heavy payments on lots recently purchased, and urged 
the importance of additional funds with which to meet the rapidly 
expanding suburban residential areas. 


The WMU report announced employment of Miss Ruth Jinks 
in 1929 as Field Worker for the North Central Division, jointly 
supported by Atlanta WMU. The WMU also announced plans 
for the new building at the Kate Dawson Good Will Center, and 
the first Associational meeting for YWA’s, GA’s and RA’s. The 
BYPU organization reported 65 percent of the Unions A-I, 25 
percent AA-I, and 25 percent of the General Organizations A-I. 


The 1931 session met with the First Church. Mr. Binns and 
Mr. Moody were reelected Moderator and Clerk, respectively. 
Sylvan Hills Church, Rev. H. CG. Hodges, pastor, constituted 1931, 
79 members; DeFoor Avenue Church, Rev. J. A. Stower, pastor, . 
1931, 59 members; and Martel Church, Rev. V. B. Stewart, pastor, 
1927, 152 members, were admitted to membership in the Associa- 
tion. 


Rev. S. A. Cowan resigned as chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and Dr. Ellis A. Fuller was elected to succeed him. Dr. 
Davis resigned, October 1, 1931, to become pastor of the Morning- 
side Church. During his last year as Executive Secretary of the 
Association, Dr. Davis preached 222 sermons, held 42 conferences 
with existing and prospective churches, and conducted 18 prayer 
services. He was the leader in constituting the Sylvan Hills Church, 
the Morningside Church, the Woodland Hills Church, the Jeffer- 
son Avenue Church, and the Rocksprings Church, which was an 
outgrowth of Piedmont Church. 
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Under the leadership of Dr. Ellis A. Fuller, new chairman of 
the Executive Committee, the Association was asked to approve 
the following recommendations: 


1. That the Executive Committee of the Atlanta Association 
of Baptist Churches hereafter be composed of the Moderator of 
the Association, the President of the Atlanta Baptist Sunday School 
Association, the President of the Atlanta WMU Association, the 
President of the Atlanta BYPU Association, ten pastors, eight lay- 
men and eight women. 


2. That the Executive Committee shall be organized each year 
with the following officers: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer 
and Recording Secretary. 


3. That the Executive Committee shall be broken down into 
the following standing committees of six each: WMU Work, Sun- 
day School Work, BYPU Work, Stewardship and Evangelism, and 
Location of New Churches. 


4. ‘That the Executive Committee shall hold monthly meetings 
at which time written reports from the standing committees shall 
be made. 


9. That each Department of our Associational work shall advise 
with the Executive Committee as a whole in establishing its policies 
and making its programs. 


6. That the Executive Committee shall be the one organization 
of the Association for the holding of property and for the promoting 
of the denominational program within the Association, and that 
if necessary the charter of the Association be changed to conform 
with this recommendation. 


7. That the chairman of the Executive Committee and the 
chairmen of the various standing committees be instructed to pre- 
pare a budget, including all expenditures of all Departments of 
all our work, and submit same to the Executive Committee each 
year at its last meeting before the annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion, and that this budget be included among the recommendations 
of the Executive Committee to the Association. 


Dr. W. H. Major was elected President of the Atlanta Baptist 
Council, succeeding Louie D. Newton, who had served as Presi- 
dent since its organization in 1920. On motion of Ellis A. Fuller, 
the following action was adopted in 1931: “That the Baptist Coun- 
cil be continued as it now exists until all legal matters involved 
in the transfer of property to the Executive Committee can be 
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effected.”” The Council reported purchase of a lot for the Colonial 
_ Hills Church at a cost of $1,100, and the completion of payments 
on lots purchased for Sylvan Hills, Morningside and Immanuel 
Churches. The WMU reported completion of the new building 
at the Kate Dawson Good Will Center. The building committee 
was composed of Mrs. Wilbur Jones, Mrs. J. W. Awtry, Mrs. J. 
R. Dickey, and Mrs. George M. Niles. 


The 1932 session met with the First Church. Dr. W. H. Major 
was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. Uni- 
versity Church was admitted to membership from the Roswell Asso- 
ciation, but action on the application from the Temple Grove 
Church was deferred for further investigation. 


The Executive Committee reported that the new plan of organ- 
ization, approved by the 1931 Association, had been put into effect, 
adding: “This plan has proved most satisfactory. We feel that the 
different interests of our denominational work understand one an- 
other better and that all of them are working more effectively 
along their respective lines than ever before.” 


Dr. W. H. Major, President of the Atlanta Baptist Council, re- 
ported as follows: 


“In obedience to the resolution passed at the last meeting of 
the Association, the Atlanta Baptist Council has given deeds for 
all property held under its charter to the Executive Committee 
of the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches. The property 
consists of the following: The Rocksprings Church and lot, the 
Morningside Church and lot, and the Colonial Hills lot.” 


The WMU reported a pageant at the First Church in the fall 
of 1932, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Georgia WMU. 
The committee in charge of the pageant was composed of Mrs. 
George Westmoreland, Mrs. W. D. Burke, Mrs. L. O. Freeman 
and Mrs. Sullivan. Due to illness, Mrs. Wilbur Jones resigned as 
Superintendent of the Atlanta WMU, and Mrs. L. O. Freeman 
was elected to take her place in 1932. The Atlanta WMU was 
host to the North Central Division in a meeting held at Druid 
Hills Church, October 25-26, 1932. A motion passed, limiting time 
of service of Associational officers to four years. 


The Atlanta BYPU Association was host to the South-wide 
BYPU Conference, January 12-14, 1932, with 2,167 registered 
messengers. The Training School of the Atlanta BYPU in 
1932 had a record attendance of 2,825, with 1,250 awards, de- 
scribed by the Sunday School Board as the largest such training 
school in the world. Mrs. G. L. Braden reported a banner year 


45 


in Sunday School work, surpassing all previous records in every 
phase of Sunday School work. 


The 1933 session met with the First Church, Dr. Major and Mr. 
Moody reelected as Moderator and Clerk, respectively. It should 
be noted in passing that although the Association turned down the 
motion of Rev. S. A. Gowan in 1929 to discontinue the annual ser- 
mon, due to lack of time, that there was no sermon from 1930 to 
1942. The annual sermon was resumed in 1942, and has been a 
feature of the annual sessions since that year. Hammond Park 
Church was admitted to membership in the Association in 1933, 
99 members, as was the Second Church, Hapeville. 


The 1933 session appears to have been definitely socially-minded. 
Dr. S. F. Lowe offered a motion as follows: ‘““That the Executive 
Committee be and is hereby authorized and instructed to organize 
at its first meeting a Department of Temperance whose duty shall — 
be to promote in every practical way the cause of temperance in 
the coming year.” 


Mrs. Paul Etheridge presented a resolution “To Temperance 
Committee of the Georgia Legislature, opposing any change in the 
present prohibition laws, and asking that the sale of alcoholic bever- 
ages be not legalized in Georgia.” The WMU reported special 
recognition of the WMU of the Second Church for “a most con- 
structive piece of mission study work in its Carnival of Missions.” 


The 1933 session also passed resolutions condemning Sunday 
baseball, Sunday movies, slack censorship of movies, lack of en- 
forcement of law regarding sale of 3.2 beer, efforts to repeal the 
18th Amendment, and lack of concern of Christian people in elect- 
ing good men to public office. Dr. A. J. Moncrief offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: “That we, the Atlanta Association of Baptist 
Churches, with a membership of more than 45,000 persons, convey 
to the President of the United States our commendation of his 
policy of peace through disarmament reduction, and pledge our 
support to the national program of peace.” 


The Church Extension and Pastoral Aid Committee reported 
$1,520 given to the Cascade Church for building purposes, and 
$200 to the Northside Park Church for its building fund in their 
historic effort to rebuild, following a recent fire. 


Dr. M. E. Dodd, President of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
addressed the Association on behalf of stewardship and evangelism. 
Mrs. Braden reported excellent results from the new Training 
Courses for Sunday School workers, launched at the beginning of 

1933, with the largest number of awards in the history of the 
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Association. The BYPU report cited visitation work in the jails, 
alms houses, homes for the aged and invalids. A program of debates 
had proved effective during 1933 in support of the Every Member 
Canvasses in the churches. Atlanta was host to the State 20th 
Anniversary dinner, January 31, 1933. The Atlanta BYPU re- 
ceived the banner for the best BYPU organization in the state. 
Mrs. J. Edwin Colwell of First Church, Hapeville, won first place 
in the State Better Speaker’s Contest. 


The 1934 session met with the First Church. Layman Frank A. 
Hooper, Jr., was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected 
Clerk. New Hope Church, constituted in 1931, was received into 
membership of the Association, 63 members. University Church 
was dismissed, “with regret,’ but no name of Association indicated. 


On motion of W. H. Faust, the Association voted “to go on 
record, requesting the Mayor and City Council of Atlanta to take 
the necessary steps toward the erection of an adequate auditorium 
for use of large conventions that desire to meet in Atlanta.” 


The Committee on Church Extension and Pastoral Aid reported 
purchase of lot in the Emory University section for a new church 
at a cost of $4,000. Same committee reported sale of lot formerly 
owned by the Association to the Cascade Church, no amount indi- 
cated, but it is stated that Mr. R. N. Fickett had left the Cascade 
Church $1,000, presumably the amount paid the Association for 
the lot. 


Ellis A. Fuller, Chairman of the Executive Committee, offered 
a motion, authorizing the Association to employ a student worker 
for the Atlanta area, in cooperation with the Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention and the Sunday School Board, the Association to provide 
$2,400 for this new Department of its work. Dr. Fuller was named 
chairman of a committee to work out details of the new student 
work. 


The BYPU report again won the state banner, and Mrs. Wesley 
Paris won first place in the State Better Speaker’s Contest. The 
Atlanta BYPU had cooperated in the launching of the Hundred 
Thousand Club, an effort to retire the indebtedness on Southern 
Baptist Convention agencies and institutions, and cooperated in a 
city-wide youth meeting, addressed by Dr. Daniel Poling, Editor 
of The Christian Herald. The WMU reported active cooperation 
with the Hundred Thousand Club movement, and joined the Asso- 
ciation and the Atlanta Pastor’s Conference in an invitation to the 
Baptist World Alliance, meeting in 1934 in Berlin, Germany, to 
hold its 1939 Congress in Atlanta. The WMU contributed $100 to 


47 


Miss Catherine Bryan’s return journey to China. A feature of 
WMU work in 1934 was the visit of Mrs. J. M. Dawson of Waco, 
Texas, for intensive Mission Study meetings at the Baptist Taber- 
nacle and the First Church. 


The 1935 session met with the First Church, Mr. Hooper and 
Mr. Moody reelected as Moderator and Clerk, respectively. Three 
churches were admitted to membership: Euclid Avenue, Rev. S. A. 
Cowan, pastor, constituted in 1931, 226 members; Temple Grove, 
Rev. Howard Moon, pastor, 71 members; and Mercer Avenue, 
College Park. Hammond Park Church was dismissed to join Pleas- 
ant Grove Association. Louie D. Newton was named chairman of 
the Committee on the Sixth Congress of the Baptist World Alliance, 
meeting in Atlanta in 1939, the invitation from Atlanta having 
been accepted at the Berlin Congress in 1934. 


E. E. Steele reported great good accomplished in the Gypsy 
Smith meeting, “but our tent meeting program failed.” The Execu- 
tive Committee reported that citizens in the Emory University area 
had brought injunction proceedings against the Association’s plan 
to locate a Baptist church in that section “on the grounds of general 
restriction. The suit has not yet come to trial.” 


Rev. William E. Denham having been employed as Baptist Stu- 
dent Union Secretary for the Atlanta area, under action of the 
1934 Association, he reported work already under way at Georgia 
Tech, Emory University, Oglethorpe University, Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, Cox College, University of Georgia Evening College, and the 
Georgia Baptist Hospital School of Nursing. 


— 


The Executive Committee recommended that the Duke Fund 
be deposited in the Veteran Ministers’ Fund, S. A. Wix, treasurer. 
The WMU reported a resolution “asking Georgia’s ratification of 
the Child Labor Bill.” The WMU reported resignations of Miss 
Ruby Hill and Miss Lee Arendall as workers at the Stewart Good 
Will Centers, and the election of Miss Carrie Bocklemen and Miss 
Elizabeth Lundy to fill their places. Also, the election of Mrs. 
George Westmoreland to write the history of the Atlanta WMU. 


An important action of the 1935 session was the change in the 
name of the Baptist Young Peoples’ Union to the Baptist Training 
Union, this change occasioned by the action of the Sunday School 
Board in adding the Adult Union Department. The Atlanta BTU 
was awarded first place in Georgia in 1935. The Associational 
BTU joined in the entertainment of Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke, General 
Secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, on his visit to Atlanta in 
1935. Also, the BTU joined in the ordination of Rev. Clarence 
Sessions upon his call to the Immanuel Church. 
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The 1936 session met with the First Church, Rev. W. H. Faust 
elected Moderator and Mr. Moody reelected Clerk. No churches 
were admitted to membership in 1936. Seventy-five percent of the 
churches had participated in the city-wide evangelistic crusade, 
with heartening results. A goodly proportion of the churches had 
adopted the Belmont Covenant Plan of church financing on a 
15-week trial with “many churches reporting their best financial 
year.” Louie D. Newton reported that the 100-member Committee 
on Entertainment of the Baptist World Alliance in 1939 had been 
organized. L. E. Smith was named chairman of the Hundred 
Thousand Club Committee, and reported a fine response from the 
churches. 


The injunction filed by citizens in the Emory University area, 
restraining the Association from building a Baptist church on Clif- 
ton Road, had been upheld by the Superior Court, and the case 
had been appealed to the Court of Appeals. (In 1938, the Court 
of Appeals ruled against the Association, and the lot was returned 
to the Druid Hills Land Company and the money paid for the lot 
was returned to the Association. ) 


The WMU report in 1936 indicated a busy year. Stockings had 
been sent to the Navajo Indians of the Alamo Baptist Church, 
near Albuquerque, New Mexico; both Good Will Centers were free 
of debt; state banner had been won again, as in 1933 and 1934; 
Mrs. B. B. Barnett had been appointed Associational Director of 
Circles of Business and Professional Women, and the first city-wide 
BPW meeting had been held in the First Church, with more than 
300 women present, Miss Maud Mobley, first president. 


The BTU report showed cooperation with the Atlanta Christian 
Council in a two-day Youth Conference; another state banner for 
the best Associational organization in Georgia; cooperated with 
Rev. Jacob Gartenhaus in city-wide Jewish-Christian Conference; 
and was host to the first Georgia BTU Officers and Workers Con- 
ference, held at Druid Hills Church, April 16-17, 1936. Mrs. 
Braden reported largest percentage gain in Sunday School work 
of any Association in either the Georgia or Southern Baptist Con- 
ventions. 


The 1937 session met with the Second-Ponce de Leon Church, 
W. H. Faust and H. E. Moody reelected Moderator and Clerk, 
respectively. G. J. Davis, chairman of Committee on Admissions 
and Dismissions, reported: “Not prepared to recommend applica- 
tion of the Temple Church because of lack of proper credentials 
and information.” 
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Dr. Ryland Knight moved that the churches be urged to take 
a special offering ‘“‘as soon as possible to help relieve the emergency 
of the Foreign Mission Board.” Motion was unanimously adopted. 
Dr. W. Lee Cutts offered a resolution, as follows: ‘“That Governor 
Rivers be asked not to consider any legislation on liquor in the 
approaching session of the legislature, because the people in the 
recent referendum voted against beer, wine and liquor in Georgia. 
We feel that nothing can rightly be done but respect the vote of 
the people.” (In the face of the referendum, the Legislature, with 
the Governor’s approval, passed a resolution by which the counties — 
could vote for beer, wine or liquor.) | 


The Church Extension Committee reported that the Rocksprings 
property had been leased to a filling station for $57 per month. 
W. E. Denham, Jr., resigned as Baptist Student Union Secretary, 
to enter the Southern Seminary. Chairman Fuller of the Student 
Union Committee reported progress on securing a successor to Mr. 
Denham. 


Mr. Will Cox offered the Baptists of Atlanta the Cox College 
property in College Park on a 99-year lease. Mercer University 
offered to operate the college as Cox Center of Mercer University, 
if Mr. Cox woud transfer the property to the Holding Commission 
of the Georgia Baptist Convention, and, provided further, that 
Atlanta raise a minimum of $200,000 endowment for the school, 
or provide $10,000 annually for the operation of a Standard Junior 
College. 


—~ 


Moderator Faust appointed the following committee “to consider 
further the proposal of Cox College, and Mercer’s offer, and report 
back the following year”: J. L. Baggott, chairman, Louie D. New- 
ton, W. H. Knight, G. Frank Garrison, E. E. Steele, G. J. Davis, 
W. A. Duncan, Ryland Knight and Ellis A. Fuller. Dr. Baggott, 
who had brought the Cox College offer before the Association, re- 
ported further that the Secretary of the Atlanta Chamber of Com- 
merce had offered to lead a campaign to raise $400,000 endowment 
for a Baptist College in Atlanta. (He had led a campaign to raise 
$900,000 for Emory University about 1927). 


Mrs. Braden’s report on Sunday School work emphasized the 
growing evidence that the Sunday Schools provided the chief chan- 
nel of evangelistic results. The WMU report indicated that Mrs. L. 
O. Freeman would retire at the end of the year, having served five 
years as Superintendent. A silver loving cup had been presented 
to Mrs. Freeman in appreciation of her leadership. Mrs. J. W. 
Awtry was elected to succeed Mrs. Freeman. 
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The 1938 session met with the First Church. Layman G. Frank 
Garrison was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected 
Clerk. Grove Park Church, Rev. R. D. Walker, pastor, constituted 
1938, 158 members, was admitted to membership, as was Fellow- 
ship Church, Rev. J. C. Arwood, pastor, constituted 1927, 106 mem- 
bers, from the Noonday Association. 


Chairman Baggott reported that the Cox College Committee 
had no definite recommendations. Chairman Fuller reported that 
Rev. Solon Couch had been secured as Baptist Student Union Secre- 
tary, adding: “Mr. Couch has done a remarkable piece of work, 
and we thank the Lord for him.” Chairman Steele of the Steward- 
ship and Evangelism Committee reported fine response to the city- 
wide evangelistic campaign in April. Committee on Church Exten- 
sion reported purchase of lots at intersection of Candler Road and 
Memorial Drive, $1,400 cash; and at Confederate Avenue and 
Woodland Avenue, $1,550 cash. 


Committee composed of G. Frank Garrison, Louie D. Newton, 
W. W. Gaines, G. J. Davis and F. C. Garrard offered a resolution 
on the death of Dr. W. H. Major, who died in October, 1938, from 
which this sentence is quoted: “This Association feels most keenly 
its loss in the home-going of this good pastor and fellow-laborer, 
and extends deepest sympathy to his bereaved wife and children 
and to the Capitol Avenue Church which he served so well for 
more than 24 years.” 


The Atlanta BTU again received the banner as the best Asso- 
ciational BTU in Georgia. The Sunday School report revealed sus- 
tained progress, with special mention of the enlargement campaign 
in the spring of 1938. 


The 1939 session met with the Druid Hills Church. Mr. Garrison 


was reelected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. 

Temple Church, Rev. George McLarty, pastor, constituted in 1937, 

was admitted to membership, 317 members. On motion of W. A. 

Duncan, the Association approved the Ministers’ Retirement Plan 

and recommended to the churches that they support this agency. 

On motion of Louie D. Newton a special offering was received for 
the Stone Mountain Church Building Fund. 


Louie D. Newton, Chairman of the Atlanta Committee in charge 
of the Sixth Congress of the Baptist World Alliance, which met 
in Atlanta, July 22-29, 1939, reported all bills paid, as certified 
by auditor, and a balance left of $31,507.45, which had been distri- 
buted to various Baptist agencies and institutions. (See pages 17-18, 
1939 Minutes, for detailed reports). 
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The Executive Committee commended the Cooperative Program 
to the churches “‘as the most effective method of financing the King- 
dom” and urged the full support of this great movement among 
Southern Baptists. Pastor L. E. Smith and the Park Avenue Church 
were commended for the fine work at Candler Road and Memorial 
Drive, as was the Woodland Hills Church for its Mission at Con- 
federate and Woodland Avenues. 


Mrs. Braden reported fine response of the Sunday Schools to 
the Loyalty Program, which sought to increase attendance at the | 
worship services in all the churches. The BTU report cited the 
new Story Hour Department, with 33 groups. Miss Mary Whitt 
of Park Avenue Church was the Intermediate winner at Ridgecrest 
in the Sword Drill Contest. The BTU reported great satisfaction 
in its part in the Baptist World Alliance, meeting in Atlanta in 
1939. 


As Atlanta Baptists moved toward another decade, they were 
more than ever mindful of the vast residential areas that were open- 
ing annually in Atlanta’s rapidly growing population. The fields 
were, indeed, white already unto harvest. They had laid worthy 
foundations, and they had developed better organizational tech- 
nique, but they were concerned to find the right strategy and spirit 
of cooperation in the task at hand and ahead. And with the coming 
of 1940, they seemed to hear the call: “Go Forward!” 


52 


GO FORWARD 


1940 - 1949 


HEN Dr. J. B. Gambrell was near death, Dr. E. C. Routh, 

then Editor of The Baptist Standard, Texas, went to see 

the grand old Baptist leader, and asked him for a message for 

Southern Baptists. His eyes brightened, and Dr. Gambrell said: 
“Tell our Baptist people everywhere to Go Forward!” 


In April, 1940, Dr. J. B. Lawrence, Executive Secretary of the 
Home Mission Board, addressed the Atlanta Baptist Pastors’ Con- 
ference, outlining his dream of a City Mission Program for Southern 
Baptists. It was a powerful message, cogently describing the trend 
of population toward the great urban centers, and the challenge 
which this situation presented to Southern Baptists. Said Dr. Law- 
rence: 


“We must lay plans now to win these growing throngs in the 
cities. Atlanta is already one of the greatest mission fields in 
America, and it will be lost to Baptists if we delay in making ade- 
quate plans to win the people to Christ and plant Baptist churches 
in every new residential community.” 


Dr. Lawrence so impressed the Atlanta Baptist pastors that they 
created that day a committee to study anew the whole question 
of the proposed City Mission Program. Dr. W. Lee Cutts was 
named chairman of this committee, and at the 1940 session of the 
Association, recommended that the Association request the Home 
Mission Board to cooperate with the Association in establishing the 
first City Mission Program in the Southern Baptist Convention. 


In November, 1940, the Home Mission Board passed the following 


resolution: 


“That the Executive Secretary be instructed to project 
a City Mission Program, looking to the establishment of 
City Missions in the South as funds shall be provided 
during the next year.” 


The result of this action was that the Atlanta Association of 
Baptist Churches, in cooperation with the Home Mission Board, 
set up the first City Mission Program in the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, and in May, 1941, Dr. S. F. Dowis became the Superin- 
tendent of the Atlanta Baptist City Mission Program, and gave the 
first report of his work at the meeting of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention in Birmingham in 1941. Thus Atlanta Baptists, in 1940, 
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turned another corner—set another precedent. They were ready 
to Go Forward. 


The 1940 session met with the Baptist Tabernacle. Dr. W. Lee 
Cutts was elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. 
Three churches were admitted to membership: Brownwood, Rev. 
Rex Brown, pastor, constituted in 1940, 73 members; White Oak 
Hills, Rev. T. P. Whitefield, pastor, 1940, 70 members; Kirkwood 
Gleaners, Rev. Guy Owen, pastor, 1940, 120 members. 


Dr. S. F. Dowis spoke on the Baptist Paper Circulation Cam- 
paign. A city-wide Deacon’s Dinner had assembled 355 deacons, 
and the Association recommended a similar meeting in 1941. The 
Association appropriated $1,000 to finance a Bible School Enlarge- 
ment Campaign under the direction of the Sunday School Associa- 
tion. It also voted to purchase a lot in Jefferson Heights, East 
Point, for $1,500 cash, for prospective church. 


The Executive Committee recommended that: “The Association 
inaugurate a more distinctive missionary service in the territory of 
Metropolitan Atlanta in evangelism, enlistment and missions. We 
recommend the inauguration of such work as of January 1, 1941, 
through the employment of a City Missionary, whose general field 
of activities shall be outlined by the Executive Committee. We 
further recommend that the committee now known as _ the 
Stewardship and Evangelism Committee be hereinafter designated 
the Missionary Committee, and that the new worker be under the 
direction of this committee.” It was this resolution which tied in 
with the action of the Home Mission Board by which the City 
Missions Program was established in 1941, under Dr. S. F. Dowis, 
formerly pastor of the Virginia Avenue Church. 


Mrs. Braden reported 23 standard Sunday Schools in 1940. The 
committee’s report went on to say: “The facts attest to the value 
of the field worker, Mrs. G. L. Braden. She has been tireless in 
her efforts to promote our Sunday Schools in particular, and the 
entire Associational program in general, in smaller and larger 
churches.” ‘The BTU report emphasized the successful Enlarge- 
ment Campaign in 1940, in which more than 100 outside workers 
were brought to the Association for a week. There were 1,812 
registered for the week, with more than 25,000 visits, 189 new units 
organized and 445 new workers enlisted. Mrs. J. W. Awtry, Super- 
intendent of the Associational WMU work, reported a good year, 
with Miss Kathleen Mallory and Dr. M. T. Rankin as speakers at 
the WMU annual meeting. 
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The 1941 session met with the Second-Ponce de Leon Church, 
Dr. Cutts and Mr. Moody reelected Moderator and Clerk, respec- 
tively. Five churches were admitted to membership: 


Church Pastor Constituted Membership 


First, Avondale... Rev. W. Arnold Smith 1941.00.00. 159 
Memorial................. IGWITVY i VV OOUW Loan cee 46 
Eastland Heights....Rev. T. Sam Roddy... 1939.................... #1 
Wildwood. Rev. C. L. Bullard...... 5A ce ala all Zt 
Constitution... Rev. D. I. Teat (From South River Association ) 


Dr. S. F. Dowis made his first report as Superintendent of the 
new City Mission Program, and the Association adopted a resolu- 
tion expressing appreciation to the Home Mission Board for its se- 
lection of the Atlanta Association for the initial venture in this 
new and far-reaching program, and pledging to Dr. Dowis and 
the Home Mission Board the hearty cooperation of the Association. 
The resolution further urged the churches to increase their appro- 
priations for the City Missions Program and all the work of the 
Association. 


The Association adopted a resolution on church-state separation, 
saying: “The religious liberty so dearly bought by our fathers must 
be preserved and the separation of church and state as a part of 
that liberty must be maintained.” 


The Executive Committee reported heartening response to the 
Hundred Thousand Club movement, with 585 members of record, 
and the goal of “a debtless denomination by 1945,” when the 
Southern Baptist Convention would observe its Centennial. The 
Executive Committee also reported generous response to the appeal 
for British and Chinese missions. 


Dr. W. A. Duncan reported for the Sunday School Association, — 
citing the fact that the Atlanta Baptist Sunday School Association 
was given more than an hour at Ridgecrest in the summer of 1941 
to report on its achievement as a Standard Associational Unit. The 
BSU Secretary reported Piedmont and Eggleston Hospitals cooper- 
ating with the Baptist Student program, also Lawson General and 
Fort McPherson Hospitals, Southern Dental College, Washington 
- Seminary, and Georgia Military Academy. The BTU reported 
changes in Standards of Excellence, and also changes in the types 
of programs in the monthly meetings, all of this aimed at bettering 
the standard of BTU work. Mrs. Awtry reported another year of 
progress in WMU work. 


The 1942 session met with the First Church, Decatur, Dr. Dick 
H. Hall, Jr., pastor. Layman Parks R. Warnock was elected Mod- 
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erator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. Three new churches 
were admitted to membership: Cleveland Avenue, Rev. E. B. Slay, 
pastor, constituted 1942, 41 members; Beecher Hills, Rev. S. F. 
Dowis, acting pastor, 1942, 61 members; Mozley Drive, Rev. S. M. 
White, pastor, 1941, 152 members. 


Louie D. Newton offered following telegram to be sent by the 
Association to U.S. Senators Walter F. George and Richard B. Rus- 
sell: ‘““The Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches in 34th annual 
session earnestly urges your support of Senate Bill 860 or other | 
legislation that will restrict sale of alcoholic beverages in or near 
military bases.” 


Committee composed of W. A. Duncan, Louie D. Newton, Mar- 
shall Nelms, B. L. Bugg, Wiley L. Moore, S. F. Dowis, Mrs. V. M. 
Womack and Mrs. Harriett Bloodworth Jackson was appointed to 
promote the campaign to raise $100,000 for endowment at Bessie 
Tift College. 


Mrs. John L. Priest was named Educational Secretary of the 
Sunday School Association, January, 1942, succeeding Mrs. G. L. 
Braden, who had served in this important post for 12 years. Rev. 
L. E. Smith, who had been serving as chairman of the Promotion 
Committee, suggested that this committee be discontinued, since its 
work had been taken over by the Executive Committee. 


Dr. J. L. Baggott succeeded Dr, Ellis A. Fuller as chairman of 
the Committee on Baptist Student Work, Dr. Fuller having ac- 
cepted the presidency of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Mrs. V. M. Womack, having succeeded Mrs. J. W. Awtry as Super- 
intendent of the WMU work in the Association, reported a good 
year, with a generous response to the Hundred Thousand Club. 
The death of Mrs. W. O. Mitchell, first Assistant Superintendent 
of WMU work in the Association, brought a sense of great loss 
to the work. 


A feature of the 1942 session was the report of the Brotherhood 
Committee, M. E. Coleman, chairman, in which Mr. Coleman 
pointed out activities of the Brotherhood during the year in service 
to the soldiers, and indicating further fields of service in which the 
men of the churches might be enlisted. 


A word about the First Baptist Church, Decatur, in which the 
1942 session met, takes us back almost 100 years. Constituted in 
1862, almost 50 years after the City of Decatur was incorporated, 
the Decatur Baptist Church, as it was long known, had for its first 
pastor Adam Tunno Holmes, who had been pastor of the First 
‘Church, Atlanta. The church worshipped in the Presbyterian meet- 
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inghouse until 1871, when the lot at Church Street and Trinity 
Place was purchased. On that commanding corner the church grew 
and prospered under the leadership of such distinguished pastors 
as A. J. Beck, F. M. Daniel, H. H. Tucker, David Shaver, B. D. 
Ragsdale, J. Ellis Sammons, J. M. Haymore and A. J. Moncrief, 
who served from 1924 until 1940, when Dr. Dick H. Hall, Jr., be- 
came pastor. In 1951 the church moved to its present site—one 
of the most beautiful in the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
church reported 3,265 members in 1957. 


The 1943 session met with Central Church. Mr. Warnock was 
reelected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. The 
Association resumed the earlier pattern of the annual sermon, and 
Dr. John H. Buchanan of Southside Church, Birmingham, was the 
preacher. Everyone was pleased with the return to a sermon at 
the sessions of the Association. Loring Heights Church, Rev. Claud 
L. Underwood, pastor, constituted 1943, 40 members, was admitted 
to membership. 


Louie D. Newton offered a resolution “respectfully and earnest- 
ly requesting the War Production Board to give favorable considera- 
tion to the request of the St. Simons Island Baptist Church for 
materials with which to erect a meetinghouse, and to other churches 
that are undertaking to provide places of worship for the people 
in this crucial hour of the nation’s life.’ (Materials were being 
allowed for dog-race grandstands). 


Solon Couch had resigned as Baptist Student Secretary to serve 
as Chaplain in the Army, and Miss Mary Reins served in the 
interim until Rev. Joe Abstance assumed his duties as Baptist Stu- 
dent Secretary for the Association. The BTU report indicated 
cooperation in serving the soldiers, the Radio Bible Quiz program, 
the Easter Sunrise Service. 


Feature of the BTU report in 1943 was the inauguration of “M” 
Night, suggested by Mr. Calvin Pratt of the First Church and 
adopted by State Secretary Gainer Bryan, and later by the Training 
Union organization of the Southern Baptist Convention. The July is- 
sue of The Baptist Training Union Magazine, 1943, featured this in- 
novation, “Mobilization for Christ,’ which has now become an an- 


- nual event throughout the Southern Baptist Convention. Mrs. Priest 


reported 105 person at the annual Blue and Gold Seal Banquet in 
1942, the first such banquet under the new study course credit sys- 
tem. Mrs. Womack reported another good year in WMU work, 
Mrs. Peter Kittles, State President, having addressed the annual 
WMU meeting. Recurring to the Sunday School report, Mrs. Priest 
announced that five churches had established libraries, and the 
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State Sunday School Convention had met in the Druid Hills Church 
in April, 1943. 


The 1944 session of the Association met with the Baptist Taber- 
nacle. Rev. L. E. Smith, pastor of the Park Avenue Church, was 
elected Moderator, and Mr. Moody was reelected Clerk. Dr. Zeno 
Wall, North Carolina, was the preacher. Mr. H. E. Moody, who 
had served as Clerk of the Association since 1921, died a few weeks 
after the 1944 session, November 29, 1944. The 1944 Minutes 
carried a page memorial to Mr. Moody in appreciation of his long _ 
and faithful service. : 


Four new churches were received into the Association in 1944: 
Sylvester Church, Rev. R. C. Henry, pastor, 226 members, Stone 
Mountain Association; Lockwood, later called Hillside, and still 
later Venetian Hills, Rev. E. B. Slay, pastor, constituted 1944, 30 
members; Boulevard Heights, Rev. L. E. McArthur, pastor, 37 mem- 
bers; Hill Street, Rev. E. E. Cooper, pastor, 1942, 133 members. 


Telegram from Russian Baptists was read, thanking Atlanta Bap- 
tists for Kits for Russia. Louie D, Newton was invited to visit 
Russia in 1946, along with six other Americans, to inspect the use 
to which gifts from the American people were put, and to study 
the life of the Russian people in their post-war program of re- 
habilitation. 


Louie D. Newton offered a resolution, requesting the Association 
to join with the Atlanta Baptist Pastors’ Conference in an invita- 
tion to the Southern Baptist Convention to hold its Centennial 
Session in Atlanta in 1945. (The invitation was accepted, but the 
Convention was not allowed to meet, due to war-time restrictions 
on travel.) Dr. J. L. Baggott amended the resolution to invite the 
Convention in 1945 by authorizing a Centennial Evangelistic Cru- 
sade. Louie D. Newton offered a motion, providing for a one-day 
session of the Association in the spring of 1945 for inspirational 
addresses and a general study of all our Baptist work, with one 
address on Baptist History, and one address on Distinctive Baptist 
Doctrines. 


The Association and the Georgia Baptist Convention opened a 
Baptist Service Center at 106% Forsyth Street for the men and 
women in the military services. Pastor John Daniel of the Fortified 
Hills Church had charge of the Service Center, working with a 
committee of which J. L. Baggott was chairman. 


Mrs. E. E. Steele succeeded Mrs. Priest as Educational Director 
in 1944. The BTU reported Intermediate Night, April 28, 1944, 
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with more than 900 Intermediates meeting at the First Church, and 
South-wide Secretary Henry Rogers in charge of the program. 


The 1945 session met with the Capitol View Church, Dr. W. Lee 
Cutts, pastor. Rev. L. E. Smith was reelected Moderator, and 
Layman Milton L. Holcombe was elected Clerk, succeeding Mr. 
H. E. Moody, who had died in November, 1944. Dr. Perry Webb, 
Texas, was the preacher. 


Four new churches were admitted to membership in 1945: Jeffer- 
son Avenue, Rev. Paul A. Meigs, pastor, constituted 1945, 167 
members; North Decatur Road, Rev. E. E. Steele, acting pastor, 
1945, 35 “members ; Simsville, vey Ralph Coker, pastor, 1945, 28 
members; Bethel, Rev. Harvey Graham, pastor, 1944. 


The Executive Committee reported three city-wide Schools of 
Missions in 1945, attended by 25,046 persons from 53 churches, with 
700 decisions. The Church Extension Committee reported pur- 
chases of five new lots: Camp McElroy, Lakewood, Simsville, High- 
tower Road, and Alma Street. J. Omer Jones, serving in 1945 as 
chairman of the Service Center Committee, reported 53,464 guests 
during the year, representing a cooperative effort of 52 churches 
and an estimated expenditure of more than $15,000. 


The BTU report cited a new venture in a “class for deacons,” 
attended by more than 200 men. The Sunday School report an- 
nounced a Southwide Clinic for teachers, to be held in Atlanta in 
April and May, 1946. There were 33 standard Sunday Schools in 
the Association in 1945. Mrs. S. D. Katz had been elected Super- 
intendent of the WMU work, succeeding Mrs. V. M. Womack. 
The annual meeting of the WMU in 1945 was held with the Druid 
Hills Church. 


The 1946 session met with the First Church. Dr. G. J. Davis 
was elected Moderator, and Mr. Holcombe was reelected Clerk. 
Dr. S. F. Dowis was the preacher. West Haven Church (later High- 
tower Road), Rev. F. P. Loman, pastor, constituted 1946, 32 
members, and Bolton Church, Rev. Dallas Sexton, pastor, 1946, 
were admitted to membership. 


- Report of the spring meeting of the Association, held at the First 

Church, March 19, 1946, was made by the Moderator, Dr. G. J. 
Davis. He reported addresses and sermons by Dr. H. H. Hobbs, 
Mobile, Dr. John H. Buchanan and Dr. L. L. Gwaltney, Birming- 
ham, E. E. Steele, H. T. Daniel, Charles W. Daniel and Louie D. 
Newton, and the unanimous decision to hold a similar meeting in 
the spring of 1947. 
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The following resolution was adopted: “Be it resolved that the 
Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches receive and sponsor the 
Atlanta Baptist Bible School as organized by the Atlanta Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, and that the present board of trustees continue 
supervision of this school until standing committee is appointed to 
supervise the school.” (See page 14, 1946 Minutes. ) 


Resolution was adopted regarding churches using city or county 
property and equipment on church property “because the names of 
Baptist churches have appeared in newspapers, revealing this prac- 
tice which has brought said churches into disrepute with the general 
public.” Resolution of thanks to Louie D. Newton “for the heroic 
fight he has made and is making to keep President Truman from 
sending an ambassador to the Vatican” was passed. 


The Executive Committee reported that the Baptist Service Cen- 
ter was closed April 26, 1946. The report went on to say: “During 
the two years of its operation, 96,830 members of the armed services 
visited the Center, with nine foreign countries represented among 
the visitors. This work was loyally supported by our churches as 
revealed in the fact that there was a balance of $716 in the treasury 
when the Center was closed.” The report was signed by J. Omer 
Jones, chairman. 


The Church Extension Committee reported a lack of funds to 
meet the increasing needs of new lots for churches in rapidly grow- 
ing communities. Edwin B. Peel was introduced as the new Admin- 
istrator of the Georgia Baptist Hospital. 


The Sunday School report showed six Regional Training Schools 
in 1946, with an enrollment of 895, representing 62 churches. Rev. 
Joe Abstance resigned as Baptist Student Secretary during 1946. 
He was succeeded by Rev. I. B. Hall, who came from his pastorate 
at Warrenton, Georgia. The BTU report for 1946 cited Hagan 
Baskin of the Druid Hills Church as south-wide winner of the 
Sword Drill Contest at Ridgecrest, and George Field of the First 
Church as winner of the south-wide Better Speakers’ Contest. 


The 1947 session met with the Druid Hills Church. Rev. J. C. 
Daniel, pastor of the Fortified Hills Church, was elected Moderator, 
and Mr. Holcombe was reelected Clerk. Dr. David J. Evans, pastor 
of the Gordon Street Church, was the preacher. 


Report of the spring meeting of the Association, held February 
28, 1947, in the First Church, stated that the following men had 
delivered addresses: Dr. C. C. Warren, “The Church Extension 
Program” and “Evangelism Our Baptist Essential’; Dr. S. L. 
Stealey, “Christian Doctrines and Baptist Principles”; Dr. Rufus 
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D. Hodges, ““The Bible Our Baptist Fundamental”; Louie D. New- 
ton, “The Baptist’s Place in Today’s World”; and Dr. Chester Swor, 
no subject given. The Association again voted to make these spring 
meetings a fixed policy. 


The Association voted to cooperate with the clothing appeal for 
Europeans. The tragic death of Mr. B. M. Callaway in an auto- 
mobile accident brought a sense of deep sorrow and loss to the 
Baptists of Atlanta. The Church Extension Committee reported 
purchase of a lot on Connally Drive in East Point, and the Second- 
Ponce de Leon Church had purchased a lot on Wieuca Road with 
the announcement that a church would be located on this strategic 
lot. 


The Pryor Street Mission was established in 1947 under the leader- 
ship of the Missions Committee, Dr. J. L. Baggott, chairman, 
through the following action: “The Pulliam Street Mission has been 
moved into the Goodwill Baptist Church property on Pryor Street, 
and the name has been changed to Pryor Street Mission. Both the 
church and the mission will use this property. Brother Lester Jones 
is now serving full time in the Mission.” The committee further 
reported that Mrs. J. Carl Britton was doing an excellent work 
with the “silent group.” 


The Baptist Student Committee reported that a lot had been 
purchased at 365 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E., costing $12,000, 
and the students were proposing to furnish the labor in the erection 
of the first unit of a Baptist Student Center for the Baptist students 
in the various institutions of Metropolitan Atlanta. 


The Atlanta Baptist Bible School Committee reported its best 
year. Courses had been extended to six, meeting three nights per 
week in the First Church, with the following teachers: J. C. Daniel, 
John E. Evans, J. E. Dillard, Jr., Roy Niager, C. C. Buckalew and 
E. E. Steele. Rev. J. GC. Daniel was chairman of the board of trus- 
tees. Other members: James P. Wesberry, E. E. Steele, Sydney E. 
Cox and W. E. Woody. 


A special committee had been appointed to study the ques- 
tion of teaching the Bible in the public schools. The committee 
. reported: “Believing that the teaching of the Bible in the public 
schools would violate the principle of church-state separation, as 
Baptists have held, we urge in lieu of this, an even greater effort 
of the home and the church in this supreme task of Christian in- 
struction of our youth.” The further suggestion was offered that 
the Vacation Bible Schools might be extended to six weeks, and 
that the Baptist Student Union program emphasize Bible study in 
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all the work with Baptist students. Members of this committee on 
Bible Study in the Schools: J. L. Baggott, Parks R. Warnock, Roy 
Niager and W. A. Duncan. 


Mr. John Jeter Hurt, Jr., had been elected Editor of The Chris- 
tian Index in July, 1947, and he was introduced for the first time 
in the Association that year. 


The WMU report indicated a plan to purchase a permanent loca- 
tion for the Kate Pendleton Dawson Goodwill Center, and further 


that the WMU foster the work of the Jackson Goodwill Center 


on Frazer Street for Negro children. Dr. Josiah Crudup, president 
of Brenau College, addressed the WMU annual meeting. 


The 1948 session met with the Inman Park Church. Rev. J. C. 
Daniel was reelected Moderator and Mr. Holcombe was reelected 
Clerk. Dr. Monroe Swilley was the preacher. This was a notable 
session in the fact that one of the largest number of churches ever 
admitted to membership in the Association were received in 1948, 
as follows: 


Church Pastor Constituted Membership 
Connally Drive.....Rev. E. E. Cooper... 194 fee Ree 92 
Daleview.. aes. Rev.-W.. 7. Harding Sr. 1 Oa yar Fan 60 
Decatur Heights...Rev. P. R. Morwell... chek UMTS Rca se 149 
Glen (Havens: 17 Revit >. pardeman a2) OAs aad oe 50 
Lake (laine 2 ee Rev...W. Courtney Oakes 19472... 96 
Pine, Lakes.) geo. Rev. W. Ches Smith, III 1948.00.00... 73 
Pryor wireet. to. Reve A. B Welch. 42 2...) LOA atk ey 
Vinings First... frevenu. she duller: a0 1946: ieee 36 


The Association adopted a resolution of appreciation for the fine 
work of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Steele: “We express deep appreciation 
to Rev. and Mrs. E. E. Steele for the fine work they have done in 
and for the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches, the effects 
of which will live forever.” Brother Steele was Superintendent of 
City Missions, having succeeded Dr. S. F. Dowis in 1943, when 
he was named Superintendent of City Missions of the Home Mis- 
sion Board, and Mrs. Steele was Educational Director of the Sun- 
day School work of the Association. 


A resolution of appreciation was adopted, commending Council- 
man Archie Lindsey for his courageous leadership in the fight to 
revoke the license to sell beer in the Municipal Auditorium in the 
City of Atlanta. 


The Baptist Student Committee reported that the first unit of 
the new Baptist Student Center, 365 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E., 


62 


A PT Ny ON a Ti Dp in he 
= 


Atlanta, had been completed, with only $385 spent for labor—the 
students doing practically all the work themselves. The building 
was valued at $20,000. 


The Atlanta Baptist Bible School reported 51 students. The re- 
port went on to say: “The interest manifested in our school is clear 
evidence that there is great need for a much better organized and 
supported Baptist School in Atlanta. We see here the nucleus for 
a future theological seminary.” 


The BTU report in 1948 recommended that someone be appoint- 
ed as overall chairman on visual aids for the Association. The BTU 
had sponsored two trips to Birmingham during the year for con- 
ferences on BTU work, under the direction of Mrs. L. W. deJar- 
nette. The Brotherhood Committee in 1948 was composed of Joe 
Holliday, chairman, B. M. Callaway, Fred Thomas, E. B. Shivers 
and Paul James. The Sunday School report emphasized the “In- 
side Enlargement Campaign” in 1948, 71 churches participating. 
The WMU report called attention to a shipment of candles to sev- 
eral foreign countries to enable the people to have light in their 
homes. Louie D. Newton, president of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, addressed the annual WMU meeting. Mrs. Paul Etheridge, 
president of the Georgia Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union, also 
addressed the meeting. 


The 1949 session met with the First Church. Rev. E. E. Steele 
was elected Moderator, and Mr. Holcombe was reelected Clerk. 
Dr. Dick H. Hall, Jr., pastor of the First Church, Decatur, was the 
preacher. Three new churches were admitted to membership: 
Peoples Church, Rev. Horace McLeod, pastor, constituted 1948, 
97 members; Candler Road Church, Rev. W. E. Woody, pastor, 
1949, 22 members; Latimer Memorial Church, Rev. Marcus Drake, 
pastor, 1947, 71 members. Vinings Church was dismissed to join 
Noonday Association. 


The Executive Committee reported purchase of two new sites 
for churches, Scott Boulevard and North Decatur Road, and Co- 
lumbia Drive in Decatur. The First Church, Decatur, proposed to 
sponsor these new churches. It was recommended that the board of 
trustees of the Atlanta Baptist Bible School be abolished, and in 
place of the trustees a committee be appointed to promote the 
‘Mercer Extension School. This recommendation was made by Dr. 
W. A. Duncan, chairman of the Mercer Extension Committee for 
the Association. Rev. J. GC. Daniel was named Dean of the Mercer 
Extension School in the Association. 


Highlight of the 1949 session was the introduction of Dr. J. L. 
Baggott, new Superintendent of Missions, who had resigned the 
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pastorate of the First Church, College Park, to take up this import- 
ant work upon the resignation of Rev. E. E. Steele, due to illness. 
Dr. Baggott thrilled the Association with his outline of activities 
which he proposed in a time when the theme of Baptists everywhere 
was, Go Forward. 


Dr. Baggott reported that the Pryor Street Mission was paid for, 
and that Rev. Gordon Price had succeeded Rev. Lester Jones as 
pastor at the Mission; that Mrs. J. C. Britton was continuing her 
fine work with the “silent group”; that Mr. and Mrs, Mann, as- _ 
sisted by some of the college students, were rendering fine service 
at the new Short Street Mission; and that Brother Krogh at High- 
land Mission, Brother Chamblee at Bennett Street Mission, and 
Brother Richards at Cambridge Avenue Mission were all doing 
good work. 


Mr. Henry Greer had succeeded Rev. I. B. Hall as Baptist Student 
Union Secretary in 1948, and the Baptist Student Committee in 
1949 reported fine progress in the Baptist Student Center and in 
the several institutions. Mrs. E. E. Steele having resigned as Educa- 
tional Director of the Associational Sunday School work, Miss 
Maud Kay was elected in 1949, and she began her work in the 
midst of the visitation program which had been adopted as the 
feature of Sunday School work in the Association in 1949. The 
BTU report in 1949 called attention to the new radio program every 
week in which Training Union objectives were kept before the 
people. Mrs. J. G. Senn succeeded Mrs. S. D. Katz as Superin- 
tendent of WMU work in the Association, and the report for 1949 
indicated the steady progress of Woman’s Missionary Union in all 
of its many-sided activities. 


The year 1949 ended with a note of deep sorrow for Atlanta 
Baptists in the death of the beloved former Superintendent of City 
Missions, Rev. E. E. Steele, on December 30. 


With the close of another decade, Atlanta Baptists gave thanks 
unto God for His blessings on their past labors, but kept their faces 
toward the future, ever mindful of The Unfinished Task. 
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THE UNFINISHED TASK 
1950 - 


HIERE remaineth yet very much land to be possessed,’ de- 
clared the Lord unto Joshua, when the faithful old man was 
stricken in years, adding: “This is the land that yet remaineth . . .” 
and He went on to describe the vast areas and the multitude of 
people yet unreached. Well might Joshua have said: “We face 
the unfinished task in the work of the Lord.” 


Deeply grateful for God’s favor upon the first four decades of 
their labors as an Association, Atlanta Baptists were keenly aware 
of The Unfinished Task as they faced the great years of the 50’s 
in the Twentieth Century. They were immeasurably richer in ex- 
perience, and more deeply convinced than ever that Christ Is the 
Answer, and the only answer to the poignant needs of a great and 
growing urban community. With Paul they were ready to ask: 
“Who is sufficient for these things?” And with Paul they were 
equally ready to answer in humility and certitude: “If God be for 
us, who can be against us?” 


Enheartened by the coming of Dr. J. L. Baggott to take up the 
important work as Superintendent of City Missions—building on 
the sure foundations of McCutcheon and Robertson and Purser 
and Davis and Dowis and Steele—and with tokens of God’s favor 
and blessing on every hand, Atlanta Baptists paused for a season of 
prayer, and arose to meet the new decade with a renewed sense of 
God’s presence and power and peace. They were deeply resolved 
to give their best to The Unfinished Task, for Christ’s sake. 


The 1950 session met with the Fortified Hills Church. Rev. L. H. 
Miller, pastor of the Oakhurst Church, was elected Moderator, and 
Mr. Holcombe was reelected Clerk. Rev. Paul Aiken, pastor of the 
Kirkwood Church, was the preacher. Four new churches were re- 
ceived into membership in 1950: Columbia Drive, Rev. J. Don 
Aderhold, pastor, constituted 1949, 162 members; Fairfax Church, 
Rev. W. D. Smith, pastor, 1950, 45 members; Scott Boulevard 
Church, 1950, 61 members; and Alvin Drive Church, Rev. Jim 


Pritchett, pastor, 1950, 85 members. Glen Haven Church was dis- 


missed to join the Stone Mountain Association. 


The Association paused in grateful memory of Rev. E. E. Steele, 
who died December 30, 1949. 


A committee composed of Rev. E. G. Kilpatrick, chairman, Paul 
S. James, Dick H. Hall, Jr., and Monroe Swilley was appointed to 
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“study the advisability and possibility of establishing a Junior Col- 
lege in Atlanta.” | 


The following resolution, signed by Paul S. James, H. T. Daniel 
and James P. Wesberry, was adopted: “Because Baptists believe in 
soul-winning and have always been in the forefront in evangelism, 
we urge whole-hearted support of the Billy Graham Crusade, start- 
ing October 29, and the simultaneous Evangelistic Campaign from 
March 26 through April 8, next spring.” 


The Committee on Church Extension, G. Frank Garrison, chair- 
man, “has sought diligently to locate a suitable site for a church 
in the Lindbergh and Morosgo area, but has not acquired title to 
any property since the last Association.” 


E. Warren Woolf began his work as Baptist Student Union Secre- 
tary at Georgia School of Technology in 1950, “his salary paid by 
the First Church and the Georgia Baptist Convention, with the 
Associational BSU helping with operating expenses.” The first city- 
wide Youth Revival was conducted by the BSU at the Baptist 
Tabernacle, May 15-20, 1950, with Howard Butt and Jackie Robin- 
son preaching, 631 decisions. 


The Association borrowed $7,500 from the Home Mission Board 
for a building at the Pryor Street Mission. The BTU reported de- 
velopment of the Story Hour program. The Sunday School report 
emphasized the blessings of a special day of visitation, with more 
than 50 churches participating. The WMU held its annual meeting 
with the Kirkwood Church, with addresses by Dr. S. F. Lowe, Rev. 
Lloyd Corder, Rev. Glendon McCullough and Rev. Paul S. James. 


Mr. John C. Warr was introduced to the Association as the new 
Manager of the Georgia Baptist Childrens Home at Hapeville and 
Baxley. 


Some interesting history comes to mind as we pause a moment to 
think about the host church in 1950, Fortified Hills. It gets its 
name from a sub-division, so named because the hills round about 
were heavily fortified during the War between the States. The 
First Church sponsored a work in this section, resulting in the con- 
stituting of Fortified Hills Baptist Church in 1913. Rev. E. E. 
Woodson was the first pastor, followed by Rev. Chauncey L. Foote, 
Rev. Thomas R. Morgan, Rev. A. C. Henley, Rev. W. S. Weir, Rev. 
J. H. Coin, Rev. W. P. Hines, and since 1936 Rev. John C. Daniel, 
who has served so faithfully and wisely. The church reported 1,017 
members in 1957. 


The 1951 session met with the Oakhurst Church, Rev. L. H. 
Miller, pastor, and Pastor Miller was elected Moderator. Mr. Hol- 
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combe was reelected Clerk. Rev. D. V. Cason, pastor of the First 
Church, Hapeville, was the preacher. Three new churches were 
received into the membership of the Association: Newton Estates 
Church, Rev. S. H. Odom, pastor, constituted 1951, 70 members; 
Cambridge Avenue Church, Rev. Charles S. Rush, pastor, 1951, 
42 members; and Oglethorpe Church, Rev. Hugh G. James, pastor, 
1951, 78 members. 


The committee appointed in 1950 to study the advisability and 
feasibility of establishing a Baptist Junior College in Atlanta re- 
ported: “We recommend that the Mercer Extension School, al- 
ready existing at First Church, be enlarged to offer Bible courses 
to any of the ministerial students and Christian workers now in 
the Atlanta Division of the University of Georgia or in the city 
who desire Bible courses. We further recommend that the Modera- 
tor appoint a committee of seven to further study this matter, and 
report at the 1952 session of the Association.” 


The Committee on Church Extension reported cooperation with 
the First Church, College Park, in purchasing a site for the Newton 
Estates Church, to the extent of $1,333. The committee further 
recommended expenditure of $1,000 for lot at Sewell and Lynhurst 
Roads for future site of Mozley Drive Church, which will likely 
change its name. The committee reported sale of the lot at Burke 
and Piedmont Roads “for quite a nice profit.” 


The Committee on Baptist Student Union work reported Miss 
Anita Ashby as new BSU worker at the Georgia Baptist Hospital 
School of Nursing. The BSU organization had led in a campaign 
to terminate the licenses of beer and liquor stores within a two- 
block radius of the Georgia Baptist Hospital. “We are still expect- 
ing results to come from this effort,” the report continued. 


The Committee on Christian Literature and Church Libraries, 
Dr. David J. Evans, chairman, declared: “A church library is of 
essential importance in making possible for all of our people the 
kind of literature that is uplifting and edifying. There are only 
28 church libraries in the Association, and six of these are not 
active.” 


Louie D. Newton offered a resolution: “Recording our regret 
‘and concern in the effort of the President of the United States to 
establish diplomatic relations with the Vatican by naming General 
Mark Clark as Ambassador to this ecclesiastical state.” (General 
Clark declined the appointment, and President ‘Truman dropped 
his effort.) Louie D. Newton offered a resolution: “We earnestly 
and respectfully call upon all responsible officials to use the evidence 
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readily available to them and to all citizens in immediately confis- 
cating every slot machine in DeKalb and Fulton Counties, and in 
closing the liquor stores in DeKalb County, operated in a dry county 
under Federal tax stamps.” 


The Sunday School report in 1951 cited the city-wide census as 
one of the explanations of the successful evangelistic meetings and 
the growth of the Sunday Schools. Rev. E. G. Kilpatrick, chairman 
of the Brotherhood Committee in 1951, reported seven new Brother- 
hoods organized during the year, bringing the total number of 
Brotherhoods in the Association to 55, with combined membership 
of approximately 2,500. The WMU report called attention to 
progress in community missions. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dennis Row- 
den, missionaries to Israel, addressed the annual WMU meeting. 


A word about the host church in 1951 renews the interesting story — 
of Oakhurst Church, constituted August 31, 1913, with Rev. C. W. 
Hudson as the first pastor, followed by Brother Gill, Rev. John 
Faulkner, Brother Collins, Brother Witherington, Rev. J. F. Eden, 
Rev. Alex Copeland, Rev. F. A. Bone, Rev. F. W. Rollins, Rev. 
A. B. Couch, Rev. L. H. Miller, and now Rev. T. E. Dougherty 
since 1954. ‘The Oakhurst Church is moving to its impressive seven- 
acre site on West College Street in Decatur as it completes the new 
meetinghouse in the coming months. The church reported 1,422 
members in 1957. 


The 1952 session met with the First Church, East Point, Dr. W. A. 
Duncan, pastor. Dr. E. B. Shivers was elected Moderator, and 
Mr. Holcombe was reelected Clerk. Rev. Louis Kennédy, pastor 
of the Brookhaven Church, was the preacher. And 1952 tied the 
record of churches admitted to membership in the Association: 


Church Pastor Constituted Membership 
Bouldercrest............. ReveGr J. Johnsone..741952 eae eee ai 
Fast Atlanta........... Reval Dx Goolsbyie.. 1949 cee ae 229 
Gleaners:..3.42 ong Reva RAC sSmallwood195 22s ee 70 
New Fellowship.......Rev. Robert Hesson .. 1951....0.000000000. 49 
Northside Driven. Revs, WysLiSelman <<). 1952s) 23 tae 97 
Perkersons 17 eee Revie LediGosmato: 11902. ae 62 
Rehoboth..2..22.....2. Rev. Lester Buice ...... 1894 556 
Second Avenue........ Rev. Howard Johnson 1952..........000...... 93 
Trinity! 2 ee ee RéveHo Pe Bnggs £22 195220 He 240 


The Association voted to join with the Atlanta Church Women 
in the effort to eliminate the sale of beer in food stores. The follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 
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“That we fraternally and respectfully oppose the proposal by 
the Christian Council of Atlanta to ask the Board of Education to 
grant the churches the special favor of releasing pupils from the 
regular school day for Bible instruction in the churches or else- 
where.” 


Another important resolution adopted: 


‘“‘We express appreciation to the State Department for its good 
offices in promptly insisting that recent restrictions by Italy against 
our brethren of the Churches of Christ be withdrawn, and, second, 
that we petition the State Department to conduct further investi- 
gation of alleged persecution of U. S. missionaries in Colombia, 
and other lands.” 


Rev. Homer Johnson was enlisted under the Missions Committee 
to do part-time work as Chaplain at Grady Hospital. Mozley Drive 
Church changed its name to West Manor Church. Miss Martha 
Gillespie was employed as part-time BSU worker in the Georgia 
Baptist Hospital School of Nursing. The Baptist Student Committee 
reported purchase of a dwelling near the Tech campus for a BSU 
Center, located at 734 Techwood Drive. 


The Atlanta Baptist School Committee reported a conference 
with President Spright Dowell of Mercer University and Dr. P. H. 
Anderson, Director of the Mercer Extension Department, about 
the possibility of having a full-time teacher to head the Extension 
School in Atlanta. The committee reported encouragement, with 
President Dowell promising $2,000 for the proposed teacher in At- 
lanta, if additional funds could be secured. 


The BTU reported a successful encampment at Salem Camp 
Ground, May 17, 1952, for the Intermediates, under the direction 
of Rev. Pat Mehaffey. The Brotherhood Committee, B. M. Calla- 
way, Jr., chairman, reported 66 Brotherhoods in the Association, 
10 of these having been organized the previous year. The com- 
mittee recommended an Associational organization of the Brother- 
hood work at the earliest possible date. The report praised the work 
of Rev. Homer Johnson with the Juvenile Court, and called at- 
tention to the many opportunities for further work on the part of 
-the laymen. J. D. Aderhold was named chairman of Brotherhood 
work for 1953. ‘The Sunday School report indicated a Cradle Roll 
Department in every church, and expressed appreciation of the 
response of 83 churches to the Associational Enlargement Cam- 
paign, February 24-29, 1952. Mrs. S. L. Astin succeeded Mrs. J. G. 
Senn as Superintendent of the WMU work. The annual meeting 
was held at Druid Hills, with special addresses by Mrs. C. D. Creas- 
man. 
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The 1953 session met with Kirkwood and Sharon Churches. Dr. 
Shivers and Mr. Holcombe were reelected Moderator and Clerk, 
respectively. Rev. Clarence Sessions, pastor of Beecher Hills Church, 
was the preacher. Nine new churches were admitted to member- 
ship—the same number as 1952: 


Church . Pastor Constituted Membership 
Brown Mill Park.....Rev. Fred Stanley _.... ODS ees 47 
Clairmont, 0 Rey. Scott Patterson 1905.0 ae 20 
Connth aie Rey. Wa NU Dariton LO se 231 
Glenwood...) 0 Rev. Homer Johnson.. 1953..................- 58 
Dakeviews sce Rev. Alex Shores ........ |S 6 Ss ARIA 8 161 
Pinetsroverc Revi] Cy Willard: (20) 2.0) ane pe 
Riverview) uc Reva EB O ton ib ee res 57 
Sandtown................. Rev. Ray Heflin ........ 1953: coxh anal 59 
Woodlawn. iets ot eerie 1953. cheered ie 69 


Rev. J. Omer Jones, chairman of a special committee authorized 
by the Missions Committee, recommended: “That Pryor Street 
Baptist Church and the Pryor Street Mission continue in close 
cooperation. The Mission and the Church shall have the same 
person as Director of the Mission and Pastor of the Church. Three 
qualified men shall be presented to the church and from these three 
one shall be elected to serve as Pastor of the Church and Director 
of the Mission. These men are to be agreed upon by the Pulpit 
Committee of the Church and the Missions Committee of the Asso- 
ciation before appearing before the Church.” 


The Executive Committee reported that the office space of the 
Association had been increased, an office secretary secured, and 
greater emphasis given Sunday School work in the Association; 
that the work among Negroes had been placed under the supervision 
of a special committee; that the Literature and Library Committee 
had been reactivated; and that a weekly page of Associational news 
was appearing in The Christian Index. 


The Church Extension Committee, Rev. R. L. O’Brien, chair- 
man, reported purchase of lot for Perkerson Church on Springdale 
Road; shared cost of lot for Glenwood Hills Church; that Park 
Avenue Church had bought lot on Columbia Drive for Woodlawn 
Church; purchase of lot at Clairmont Road and Clairmont Terrace 
from Brookhaven Church; purchase of six acres near Bouldercrest 
Drive and Brannon Road for Lakeview Church; and commended 
Cascade Church for purchase of lot for Sandtown Church. 


Associational Brotherhood had been organized June 22, 1953, at 
_a supper meeting at Second-Ponce de Leon Church. Rev. Ray 
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Heflin succeeded Rev. Homer Johnson as Chaplain at Grady Hos- 
pital and worker in the Juvenile Court. The proposal of a city- 
wide recreational program under Baptist auspices was referred to 
the Missions Committee for study and recommendation. Support 
was withdrawn from the Highland Mission “because we are not 
getting ample returns from what we are investing.” William Henry 
Greer resigned as BSU Secretary, December, 1952, and Douglas 
Dillard was named to succeed him, June 1, 1953, as Area Student 
Secretary rather than City-wide Student Secretary. 


The Atlanta Baptist School Committee made no definite recom- 
mendations in 1953, but observed: “Though our committee is con- 
vinced of the need, we find that the type of school needed and the 
way and time to begin it are still debatable and require further in- 
vestigation and study. We suggest that our pastors and churches 
support and promote our Mercer Extension School until we have 
a better Baptist school in our Association.” The report was signed 
by Rev. J. C. Daniel, chairman. 


The Sunday School report indicated Sunday Schools in each 
of the 120 churches in 1952. Mr. Harry P. Wootan, Sr., was elected 
as Promotional Secretary of the Sunday School work in 1953. The 
Brotherhood Committee, Rev. J. D. Aderhold, chairman, reported 
following list of officers, chosen in 1952 for the Associational Broth- 
erhood: President, Tom Butler, Morningside Church; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Henry Jackson, West End Church, L. Waits Guthrie, Capitol 
Avenue Church, and Ray Kimsey; Secretary-Treasurer, Jim Poage, 
Avondale Estates First Church; Music Director, George Crawford. 
The 1953 session of the Atlanta WMU was held at the First Church, 
Decatur, Mrs. S. L. Astin presiding. Mrs. Carlton Binns offered 
a resolution warning against a proposed amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the State of Georgia regarding grants for education 
without sufficient definition of types of schools to which such grants 
might go. The contention in Mrs. Binns’ resolution was to safe- 
guard the cherished principle of church-state separation. 


The 1954 session met with First Church, Hapeville, and Wood- 
land Hills Church. Rev. R. L. O’Brien, pastor of Capitol Avenue 
Church, was elected Moderator, and Mr. Holcombe was reelected 
Clerk. Rev. Thomas J. Holmes, pastor of the First Church, College 
Park, was the preacher. Five new churches were admitted to mem- 
bership: New Hope-Cascade Church, Rev. Leon Piper, pastor, con- 
stituted 1870, 164 members; Marantha Church, Rev. Henry G. 
Hewatt, Jr., pastor, 1954, 88 members; North Clayton Church, Rev. 
Royce Smith, pastor, 1953, 82 members; Stamps Chapel, Rev. 
Charles S. Callahan, pastor, 1937, 178 members; and Wieuca Road 
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Church, 1954, 394 members. Pryor Street Church was dropped from 
the list, “since it had ceased to operate as a church.” ‘The congre- 
gation had voted to become a Chapel, to be related to a Baptist 
church, selected by the Executive Committee of the Association. 
Sylvan Hills Church agreed to sponsor the Chapel. Dr. Charles E. 
Vickery, who had become Director of the Pryor Street Mission, 
conducted the services in the Pryor Street Chapel, and this ar- 
rangement worked well. 


The Executive Committee made the following recommendation: 


“That the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches enter into 
the project of developing a Summer Assembly Program. That 
the Association purchase the Century Club property for approxi- 
mately $75,000. That the Finance Committee be charged with 
the responsibility of working out details of financing the purchase 
of the property, and present such plans to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Association for approval and execution.” 


The Missions Committee reported a Simultaneous School of 
Missions under the direction of Superintendent Baggott, with 81 
churches participating and 33 churches outside the Association 
reached by missionaries. 


The Church Extension Committee reported purchase of lots for 
the Clairmont Church, lot for the Bouldercrest Church on Consti- 
tution Road, and purchase of a dwelling on Midway Road in Deca- 
atur for a Mission, sponsored by the Avondale Church. 


Douglas Dillard resigned as BSU Area Secretary in May, 1954, 
and was succeeded by Wallace Duvall, July, 1954. The Baptist 
Student Center was moved from 365 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E., 
to 1252 South Oxford Road, near the Emory University campus, 
and made Headquarters for all BSU work in the Atlanta Area. 
Miss Annie Ivy and Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Hornsby were added to 
the Pryor Street Mission Staff. 


Dr. Monroe F. Swilley, chairman of the Atlanta Baptist School 
Committee, made the following report: 


“Your committee feels that the facts revealed in the survey, 
prepared by the Education Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, prove that the available students and the financial 
resources give every promise of success if a Baptist college should 
be established in Atlanta. 


“Your committee also feels that a Baptist college could be estab- 
‘lished in such manner that it would be a vital and integral part 
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of the program of Christian Education of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention. 


“Your committee makes the following recommendations: 


“1. That the Association approve the idea of establishing a 
Baptist college within its territory. 


“2. That the Association continue for another year its special 
committee on the establishment of a Baptist college, and that it 
go on record as favoring the continuation of the study and investi- 
gation necessary in establishing a Baptist school in Atlanta. 


“3. That the Atlanta Baptist School Committee work in close 
cooperation with the Education Commission of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention in seeking to arrive at a solution that will meet the 
essential needs and, at the same time, preserve the harmony and 
fellowship of our Baptist people in Georgia. 


“4. That the Association allocate $800 in its 1954-55 budget for 
the work of this committee.” Adopted. 


A South-wide Sunday School Clinic was held in Atlanta in 
January, 1954, with 80 churches participating. A religious census 
was taken, revealing 80,000 prospects for the Sunday Schools in 
the Association. The BTU report indicated ten new Training 
Unions organized in 1954, and good results from “Baptist Faith 
Week,” with 87 churches participating. The Brotherhood reported 
73 organizations in 1954. An Associational Brotherhood Rally 
was held in the Morningside Church on March 4, 1954, with Dr. 
Leland Waters of the Home Mission Board as the speaker. Presi- 
dent Tom Butler reported 5,508 members of the 73 Brotherhoods. 
Grant Park Church led the State in Sunday School Training 
Awards in 1954, with a total of 1,117. The 1954 WMU annual 
meeting was held with the Beecher Hills Church, Mrs. S. L. Astin 
presiding. Miss Louise Whitmire, Director of the Goodwill Center, 
East St. Louis, Missouri, addressed the meeting. Dr. Scott Patter- 
son introduced the missionaries. 


The 1955 session met with the Second-Ponce de Leon and North 
Atlanta Churches. Rev. R. L. O’Brien was reelected Moderator, 
and Mr. Holcombe was reelected Clerk. Rev. Roy Niager, pastor 
of the Euclid Avenue Church, was the preacher. Three new 
churches were admitted to membership: Cresthill Church, Rev. 
John R. Hayne, pastor, constituted 1955, 57 members: Peachcrest 
Church, Rev. J. G. Arwood, pastor, 1955, 33 members; and North- 
woods Church, Rev. Fred L. Cox, Jr., pastor, 1955, 148 members. 
Pineview Church was dismissed to join the Fairburn Association. 
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The Cooper Street Church was dropped from the roll, that church 
having deeded its assets to the Association and ceased its organized 
existence. Cooper Street Church was constituted in 1900 as Glenn 
Street Church, and was a charter member of the Association. Rev. 
Willis J. Moore was the last pastor, final services held October 31, 
1955. 


The Executive Committee reported final purchase of the Century 
Club property for an Assembly, the property consisting of 92 acres 
with one large building, a swimming pool, and several smaller 
buildings. A total of $33,352.37 had been received from the 
churches on the purchase price of $75,000. The Executive Com- 
mittee reported that the Atlanta Choir, under the leadership of 
Rev. George Crawford, had attended the Baptist World Alhance 
in London in 1955, appearing several times on the Alliance pro- 
gram, and later touring Europe for concerts in various countries. 
The Associational Brotherhood sponsored a concert by the Choir 
at the First Church. 


The Church Extension Committee reported purchase of lot for 
the Cresthill Church, purchase of lot for the McDonough Heights 
Chapel, purchase of lot adjoining the Pryor Street Mission, pur- 
chase of lot for the Clairmont Hills Church, purchase of lot for 
the Glenwood Avenue Church, and purchase of lot for the Gresham 
Road Church. 


Rev. T. E. Dougherty, chairman of the Committee on Evange- 
lism, reported 5,009 baptisms in the Simultaneous Evangelistic 
Crusade in 1955, bringing the total membership of the 133 churches 
in the Association to 108,200, a gain of 1,462 over the previous 
year. 


The Atlanta Baptist School Committee, Dr. Monroe F. Swilley, 
chairman, suggested that the Association would need to provide 
a minimum of $750,000 for an administration-class room building, 
and $750,000 for endowment if the Association should undertake 
to establish a Baptist college in Atlanta. The report urged coopera- 
tion with the Georgia Baptist Convention in all plans looking to 
the establishing of a Baptist college in Atlanta. The report asked 
that the committee be enlarged to include the group of Baptist 
laymen who had attended a breakfast meeting on the subject of 
the proposed school, and that the Association, through its Executive 
Committee, receive and hold gifts of money and real estate for the 
proposed college until a charter is secured and trustees elected. 


Miss Pitts Hughes was engaged as Baptist Student Secretary 
_at the Georgia Baptist Hospital School of Nursing. The Sunday 


74 


School report showed 114 Vacation Bible Schools in 1955. L. Waits 
Guthrie, president of the Associational Brotherhood, reported plans 
for cooperating with the Royal Ambassador project. The Asso- 
ciational BTU received the Standard Award recognition from the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1955. Mrs. B. W. Medlock suc: 
ceeded Mrs. S. L. Astin as Superintendent of the Associational 
WMU in 1955. Mrs. Clarence Nelson, Washington, D. C., ad- 
dressed the WMU annual meeting, held at the Second-Ponce de 
Leon Church. 


The 1956 session met with the Moreland Avenue and Sylvester 
Churches. Rev. E. G. Kilpatrick, pastor of the Woodland Hills 
Church, was elected Moderator, and Mr. Holcombe was reelected 
Clerk. Rev. Cary C. Wood, pastor of the Peachtree Church, was 
the preacher. Eight new churches were received into membership 
of the Association in 1956, as follows: 


Church Pastor Constituted Membership 
Buice Memorial......Rev. A. C. Kilpatrick 1956_............... 311 
Doraville First......... Reveals Mi Wooten 01950008 3 422 
Dogwood Hills........ Revi WyitlaGeren: 4 LQG city a | 117 
Clairmont Hills... Rev. E. O. Floyd........ PO5O sce ieee hak 402 
Macon Drive........... ev Oye enene LODGE: i ene 93 
Gresham Park......... Rev. G. Glen Harkins 1956................. 710126 
Headland Heights. Rev. GC. W. Barnes...... PO5 Ge AGA Hi? 
WEP SDTATS en CUE. Jollet AR LOO Gi ees Me) 35 


Application of the Cherokee Avenue Church was referred to the 
Executive Committee: 


Rev. Paul Aiken offered the following resolution: 


“Be it resolved that the Extension Committee be and is hereby 
requested to respect the wishes of churches objecting to the estab- 
lishment of Missions within two miles of existing churches, when 
there is a distance of less than two miles between the objecting 
church and the location of a new church; however, where such 
distance is two miles or more, the matter of establishment and loca- 
tion of the proposed new church shall be left to the discretion of 
the Extension Committee, subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee of the Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches.” It 
had been the policy to establish new churches at intervals not less 
than 114 miles from existing churches. 


Special prayer was offered on behalf of the families of W. Lee 
Cutts, C. J. Johnson and Zack E. Barron, who had died since the 
last meeting of the Association. 
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Budget for the Association was set at $100,000, and for the 
Assembly, $40,000. It was announced that the WMU had pro- 
vided a suitable fence for both swimming pools at the Assembly. 
The first Assembly season was declared encouraging. A deep well 
had been drilled, and storage tank purchased. J. L. Baggott and 
Harry P. Wootan had served as co-managers of the Assembly, with 
dedication services on April 17, 1955. Appreciation was expressed 
to Rev. Charles Allen and Rev. Ted Dougherty for their leadership 
in the launching of the Assembly. The Brotherhood had cooperated 
in giving “work days” to the Assembly. The WMU had furnished 
beds, mattresses, pillows, serving trays and silver for 125 persons. 
It was reported that 9,487 persons had used the Assembly grounds, 
including 64 groups that spent at least one night at the Assembly. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Miller, Jr., accepted direction of the Assembly, 
November 1, 1956. This important report was made by Dick H. 
Hall, Jr., and G. Merrill Meadows, co-chairmen. 


The Church Extension Committee reported purchase of lot for 
Northwoods Church, Utoy Springs Church, Dogwood Hills Church, 
and a lot at Briarcliff and Clairmont Roads. The Second-Ponce 
de Leon Church bought a tract on the Mount Vernon Road for 
future development in that area. 


W. Arnold Smith and L. H. Miller, Jr., had served during the 
year as Chaplains at Grady Hospital and the Juvenile Court. They 
reported 60 professions of faith, plus many conferences, resulting 
in “satisfactory adjustments.” 


Dwight Pearce was elected BSU Secretary, succeeding Wallace 
Duvall who resigned to go to Nigeria as a foreign missionary. Mrs. 
Jean Lovell had been installed as BSU Secretary at the Georgia 
Baptist Hospital School of Nursing. Seventeen Bible Schools were 
held in Negro Baptist churches under the direction of the Race 
Relations Committee and the Missions Committee. 


The Atlanta Baptist School Committee reported: “Your com- 
mittee is happy to report that considerable interest has been cre- 
ated in this matter. There is pending at this time a bona fide offer 
of approximately 125 acres of land in the Atlanta area, having a 
market value of $200,000, as a proposed site for the college. No 
definite decision has been made by the committee concerning this 
offer. The Executive Committee of the Georgia Baptist Conven- 
tion, at its September meeting, approved the request to enlarge 
the scope of the work of the Education Commission of the Con- 
vention so that this Commission might study the Atlanta school 
_and other similar proposals.” 
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The BTU report cited “Magnify Church Membership Week”, 
Baptist Youth Night Rally at Inman Park Church with Rev. 
Jimmy Waters as speaker, and Youth Retreat at Atlanta Baptist 
Assembly as highlights of the year’s work. The Brotherhood Com- 
mittee reported 17 new Brotherhoods organized in 1956. The 
Sunday School report emphasized the results of 21 area Training 
Schools, enrolling 2,805 persons. 


The 1957 session met with the College Park First Church and 
Virginia Avenue Church. Rev. E. G. Kilpatrick and Mr. Hol- 
combe were reelected Moderator and Clerk, respectively. Rev. O. 
Norman Shands, pastor of the West End Church, was the preacher. 
Three new churches were admitted to membership in the Associa- 
tion: Clarkston First Church, Rev. D. D. Harris, pastor, constituted 
1906, 629 members; Glenhaven Church, Rev. R. F. Hardeman, 
pastor, 1947, 808 members; and Village Church, Rev. R. A. Rey- 
nolds, pastor, 1957. North Clayton Church was dismissed to join 
the Clayton County Association. Wrenwood Church had ceased 
to function, and the building was sold. Belvedere Church applied 
for admission, but since the members were all ill with influenza, 
their application was referred to the Executive Committee with 
authority to act. 


Louie D. Newton offered a resolution, providing for a committee 
“to seek a conference with the Mayor of the City of Atlanta, the 
Chief of Police, and the President of the Southeastern Fair, to 
inquire if the allegations in an editorial in The Christian Index 
concerning gambling, sideshows, etc., at the Fair are true, and if 
true, that this committee petition these authorities and all other 
duly constituted authorities responsible for the conduct of the Fair, 
to take steps to insure that such conditions shall not obtain in 
future annual Fairs.’””’ Committee composed of Louie D. Newton, 
chairman, E. B. Shivers, J. C. Daniel, Mrs. B. W. Medlock and 
Freeman Mitchell was appointed. (The committee several times 
sought a conference with the above authorities, without results.) 


J. L. Baggott offered the following resolution: “Whereas the 
report of the Atlanta Baptist School Committee and the discussion 
related to this report did not appear to give the committee a clear 
mandate to go forward with plans for an Atlanta Baptist College, 
and, whereas the Georgia Baptist Convention appears to await 
action by the local community to create interest and demand for 
such a college, be it resolved, that we ask our Atlanta Baptist School 
Committee to go forward as fast as developments will justify in 
developing a general interest in such a Baptist college in Atlanta 
and in working with the Georgia Baptist Convention and other 
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Baptist institutions so as to develop and advance plans for such a 
college as fast as expedient.”’. Resolution adopted. 


The Executive Committee’s report was an unusually full and im- 
portant one, covering the following items: purchase of tractor, 
wagon, chain saw and other tools, new road built and lake dam at 
Assembly; purchase of new church site on Memorial Drive; first 
Training School for Negroes; Training Union Enlargement Revival; 
Simultaneous Evangelistic Crusade, with 97 churches participating; 
joint purchase with Hapeville First Church of lot on North Avenue 
in Hapeville; joint purchase with Decatur First Church of site on 
Valley Brook Road; Mrs. Fred Propst employed as member of 
Pryor Street Mission Staff; School of Missions, with 79 churches 
participating; brochure of Associational activities published; pur- 
chase of tract on Covington Road for new church site; expansion 
of Pryor Street Mission program to include Joel Chandler Harris . 
Housing Community; employment of Dr. George M. Sparks to 
promote Baptist college plans in Atlanta area; reduction of debt 
on Assembly to $22,500; employment of Rev. C. E. Scarborough as 
part-time Chaplain at Grady Hospital and Juvenile Court. 


The Church Extension Committee reported a new plan by which 
groups of churches will cooperate in locating and supporting new 
churches. First such undertaking was the Covington Highway 
Chapel, jointly sponsored by Kirkwood, Park Avenue, Columbia 
Drive and Avondale Estates First Church. Mr. and Mrs. Mann 
discontinued their work with Short Street Mission, due to illness. 


The Atlanta Baptist School Committee, Dr. Monroe Swilley, 
chairman, reported: 


“Several proposals for sites have been carefully considered and 
decisions made. Among these was the rejection of one tract, con- 
sisting of 154 acres, because it was too near an industrial area. The 
committee has considered suggestions that the efforts of the com- 
mittee be directed toward establishment of an elementary and 
preparatory school. It was the unanimous opinion of your com- 
mittee that this was not within the original purpose of the appoint- 
ment of the committee, that the purpose through the years had 
been along the line of establishing a college or university, that un- 
less the Association instructed otherwise we should adhere to this 
original purpose, and that the needs in higher education were 
greater at the present time. 


“The committee employed Mr. Phil Hammer and Associates of 
the Metropolitan Planning Commission to survey the Atlanta area 
| for possible sites for location of the school. Mr. Hammer’s 45-page 
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report has been received and is being studied by the committee. 
Your committee considers itself most fortunate in securing Dr. 
George Sparks, former president of the Georgia State College of 
Business Administration, as Director of Public Relations. 


“During the year contact has been maintained with the Educa- 
tion Commission of the Georgia Baptist Convention in an effort 
to deal with this matter on the basis of a united approach. Your 
committee reaffirms the desire to work in close cooperation with 
the Education Commission of the Georgia Baptist Convention.” 


The Education Commission of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 
at a meeting on July 22, 1958, in Atlanta, adopted the following 
resolution: 


“The Education Commission of the Georgia Baptist Convention 
recommends to the Convention through the Executive Committee: 


“1, That the Georgia Baptist Convention approve the establish- 
ment of a Baptist college in the city of Atlanta as a coordinate 
college of Mercer University; 


“2. That the Convention approve a campaign by the Atlanta 
Baptist Association of Churches to raise three million dollars to 
be used in establishing this college in the city of Atlanta; 


“3. That a site for the location of the Atlanta Baptist college 
be chosen by the Atlanta Baptist Association School Committee; 


“4. That funds raised in the Atlanta campaign be held by the 
Georgia Baptist Convention until needed in developing the Atlanta 
Baptist college; until utilized, the funds raised will be invested and 
the income added to the corpus; 


“9. That in the event the goals set for capital funds and endow- 
ment are not reached within three years, it shall be the duty of the 
Convention to determine whether sufficient funds have been 
raised to justify the establishment of the college; 


“6. That should funds raised be judged by the Convention to 
be insufficient to establish such a college, the amount raised will 
be deposited with the Georgia Baptist Foundation, the income to 
be used by the Georgia Baptist Convention for Christian educa- 
tion as it deems wise.” 


At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention, September 9, 1958, paragraph two of the 
above resolution was amended to read as follows: “That the Con- 
vention approve a campaign by the Atlanta Association of Baptist 
Churches through its School Committee to raise three million 
dollars in the Metropolitan Area of Atlanta to be used in establish- 
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ing this college; the Atlanta Association School Committee will 
follow the established policy of the Convention and special college 
campaigns, namely, the appeal will be limited to individuals, 
foundations, and business concerns.” 


The action of the Education Commission of the Convention on 
July 22, 1958, and the action of the Executive Committee of the 
Convention on September 9, 1958, was based on the statement of 
the Trustees and President’s Council of Mercer University, as 
follows: 


“Excerpt from Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
and President’s Council of The Corporation of Mercer University 
August 16, 1956. 


“President Connell oriented the group to the interest of some 
Atlanta leaders in the establishment of a Baptist University in 
Atlanta. President Connell presented his proposals as a basis for 
the approval of a Baptist college in Atlanta, and the Board of 
Trustees unanimously endorsed them. They are as follows: 


“1. The proposed Atlanta college, if established, should be a 
coordinate division of Mercer University. 


“2. The supervision of the Atlanta institution shall be the re- 
sponsibility of the Board of Trustees of Mercer University. Eight 
members of said Board would be chosen from the Atlanta Baptist 
Association. An executive committee of five members from the 
eight trustees chosen from the Atlanta Baptist Association shall be 
charged with the responsibility of administration and supervisory 
control of the Atlanta institution, said authority being delegated 
by the complete Board of Trustees of Mercer University. 


“3. The Atlanta Baptist Association shall be charged with the 
responsibility of raising the capital funds necessary to procure a 
land site and construct an administration and classroom building. 
Said building shall be large enough to provide fifteen classrooms; 
administrative offices; a library; laboratories for chemistry, biology, 
and physics; and an assembly hall. A conservative cost estimate 
for such a building is one million dollars. 


“4. It shall be agreed that the institution will begin as a junior 
college. 


“5. The trustees of Mercer University recommend that no hous- 
ing facilities for boarding students be erected until the school has 
been in operation long enough to demonstrate the need for such 
facilities. This means that enrollment to begin with will be re- 

stricted to day students. 


‘6. The trustees of Mercer University will expect the Atlanta 
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Baptist Association to raise an initial $600,000 for endowment and 
to pledge itself to undertake the raising of an additional $500,000 
at a later date. To insure stable financial operation, the trustees 
of Mercer University would insist that the Atlanta Baptist Asso- 
ciation raise $100,000 in cash to be deposited in the bank to cover 
whatever operating deficit the school might incur during the first 
years of operation.” 


The Baptist Student Union Committee, Rev. Clarence Sessions, 
chairman, reported more than 6,000 Baptist college students in 
the Atlanta area, and a comprehensive program of ministry to all 
Baptist students under the leadership of Secretaries Pearce, Woolf 
and Lovell. During the year a retreat was planned for international 
students, with 110 students from 36 countries attending. 


The Sunday School report indicated Sunday Schools in each of 
the 143 churches in the Association, with a combined enrolment 
of 94,778. There were 12,139 awards for training courses during 
the year, with Grant Park Church leading, 1,127. There were 126 
Vacation Bible Schools in 1957, with combined enrollment of 
31,547. Sunday School goals for 1958: 100,000 enrolled, 35 stan- 
dard Schools, 150 Vacation Bible Schools, 500 at Blue and Gold 
Seal banquet, every Sunday School reporting on monthly form 
card. Appreciation of the fine work of Mr. Wootan and Mrs. Priest 
was unanimously expressed by the messengers. 


The Brotherhood report sounded many high notes. There were 
120 Church Brotherhoods in 1957, with combined membership of 
more than 10,000 men and Royal Ambassadors. Two words embody 
the purpose of the Atlanta Brotherhoods—Promotion and Train- 
ing. Governor Raymond Gary of Oklahoma was the speaker in 
the annual Brotherhood Rally in 1958, August 22, at the First 
Church, Decatur. 


Mrs. B. Wofford Medlock, president of the Atlanta WMU work, 
reported one of the best years in the glorious history of Atlanta 
WMU. The 1957 annual meeting was held with the Kirkwood 
Church. Mrs. Medlock was unanimously reelected. Rev. W. H. 
Rittenhouse, Jr., was the inspirational speaker. 


The 1957 session authorized plans for the observance of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Association in 1958, the details to be 
worked out by the Executive Committee and the Anniversary 
Committee, Rev. J. A. Nolan, chairman. 

Deep in the heart of every Baptist in Atlanta is the thought of 
The Unfinished Yask—‘“much land yet to be taken’”—and the 
prayer that we may think together, pray together, work together, 
as we face the tasks at hand and ahead, always with one con- 
suming purpose and commitment—for Christ’s sake. 
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DIRECTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION 


OFFICERS—1958 


MOCCIAtIL V VV AUR Ean se esi es es eal Box 444, East Point, Ga. 
Vice Moderator: Clarence F. Sessions... 2169 Honeysuckle Lane, S.W.—11 
Clerk-Treasurer: Milton L. Holcombe... 462 Bryan Street, S.E.—12 


ASSOCIATIONAL AGENCIES 


Association Office—Room 201.......0000000.00002.... 291 Peachtree Street, N.E.—3 


James L. Baggott, Superintendent of City Missions 

Harry P. Wootan, Sr., Educational Director 

Mrs. John L. Priest, Office Secretary 

Dorace M. Starnes, Director of Direct Missions 

Mrs. John C. White, Direct Missions Office Secretary 

Mrs. Fred Propst, Lucile Avenue Missionary 

Harry L. Harbin, Jr., Short Street Missionary 

H. G. Davis, Lake Avenue Missionary 

Charles Glass, Lucile Avenue Mission Pastor 

Mrs. J. Carl Brittain, Michael Missionary to the Deaf 

E. C. Scarborough, Chaplain at Grady Hospital and Juvenile Court 
W. Norris Wilkerson, Director Interracial Work 

Lewie H. Miller, Jr.. Manager Atlanta Baptist Assembly 

A. T. Patton, Maintenance Atlanta Baptist Assembly 

Dwight Pearce, Area Director BSU, 1252 S. Oxford Road, N.E. 
E. Warren Woolf, Tech BSU Director, 734 Techwood Drive, N.W. 
Mrs. Jean Lovell, BSU Director, Georgia Baptist Hospital 


DENOMINATIONAL AGENCIES 
Baptist Convention of Georgia, Searcy S. Garrison, Executive Secretary 
291 Peachtree St., N.E., Atl.-3 


Baptist Home Mission Board, Courts Redford, Executive Secretary, 
161 Spring St., N.W., Atl.-3 


Baptist Book Store, Miss Erva Blackstock, Mgr., 283 Peachtree St., N.E.-3 
The Christian Index, J. J. Hurt, Editor, 291 Peachtree St., N.E. 


Georgia Baptist Foundation, Harry V. Smith, Exec. Sec., 
291 Peachtree St., N.E. 


Georgia Baptist Children’s Home, John C. Warr, Supt., Hapeville, Ga. 
Georgia Baptist Hospital, E. B. Peel, Adm., 300 Boulevard, N.E. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICERS, 1959 


Superintendent—O. Norman Shands, 1040 Gordon St., S.W.-10 

Asso. Supt.—L. Johnson Head, 233 Austin Dr., Decatur 

Supt. Evangelism—W. H. Rittenhouse, 1690 Melrose Dr., S.W.-11 

Supt. Training—Abner Tippett 

Supt. Promotion and Attendance—Elliott R. Jackson, 751 Park Dr., N.E.-6 
Supv. Banquets—T. Courtland Sorrells, 1649 Beecher St., S.W.-10 


Departmental Leaders: Nursery, Mrs. Charles E. Howell; Cradle Roll, Miss 
Kathleen Aycock; Beginners, Miss Ira Jarrell; Primary, Miss Marjorie 
Perkins; Junior, Miss Hazel Grady; Intermediate, Miss Jane Carter; 
Young People, Quinn Pugh; Adult, W. H. Geren; Vacation Bible 
School, George Mitchell; Superintendents, Oliver C. Wilbanks; Pastors, 
J. Don Aderhold. 


TRAINING UNION ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICERS, 1959 


Director—Herschel C. Wade, 734 Rice St., N.W.-18 

Assoc. Director—A. Milton Arnold, 1135 Portland Ave., S.E.-16 
Secretary—Miss Hazel Grady, 236 East Lake Drive, Decatur, Ga. 
Treasurer—Lewis W. DeJarnette, 1247 Mayfair Dr., N.E. 

Publicity Director—Miss Nollie Hearne, 747 Glass Street, N.W.-18 

Ch. Training Schools—Mrs. John M. Shellhorse, 4157 Redding Rd., N.E. 
Pastor Advisor—Dr. J. T. Ford, 609 Old Ivy Road, N.E. 
Parliamentarian—E. A. “Ed” Wright, 1065 Ferncliff Rd., N.E. 
Historian—Max Flynt, 243 Adair Ave., Decatur, Ga. 

Social Chairman—Miss Jean Hovis, 1551 N. Morningside Dr., N.E. 


District Director No. 1—Mrs. Travis H. Acree, 2812 N. Decatur Rd., 
Decatur, Ga. 


District Director No. 2—Mrs. C. S. Cantrell, 5407 Mercer Rd.,. Decatur, Ga. 


District Director No. 3—Mr. Grady P. Turner, 1117 Benteen Ave., S.E., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


District Director No. 4—Mr. Durwood A. Till, 2172 Luther Circle, East 
Point, Ga. 


District Director No. 5—Mr. I. A. Vandegriff, 1319 Boulevard Lorraine 
District Director No. 6—Mr. Byron K. Fincher, 157 Loring Dr., N. W. 


ASSOCIATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OFFICERS, 1959 


President—L. Waits Guthrie 

Program Vice-President—Roscoe Lowery 
Attendance Vice-President—Ernest Tyson ~ 
Promotion Vice-President—E. R. Jackson 
Royal Ambassador Leader—Nathan Farmer 
Secretary and Treasurer—B. M. Callaway 
' Song Leader—Matt Baker 
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WMU ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN, 1957-58 


OFFICERS 
SUPERINCENDENT? 2233. PE ey hk he: 3 MEN: hes 15) ee Mrs. B. Wofford Medlock 
2194 Ponce de Leon Ave., Decatur DR. 3-5351 
ASS NLIPERIN DEN TIEN Tate 0.0 cee ale eden dds) Mrs. R. R. Hallman 
1040 Lindridge Dr., N.E., Z-5 CE. 7-1315 
VOU THPSECREDAR Ys sare. on tent Ace ee te MRR ee le ae Ogee ak Mrs. R. L. Lancaster 
4006 Wieuca Road, N.E., Z-5 CE. 3-1373 
RECORDING? SECRETARY) (i) Gt ee eee ee Mrs. Joseph S. Adams 
875 Falcon Dr., S.W., Z-11 PL. 3-6364 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY... SEE Cel pers stipes Sy. eee Mrs. Emory S. Caldwell 
672 Kennolia Dr., S.W., Z-10 PL. 5-1136 
TRRIBA SHIRE RE oe ie od SOs 3 SN NEN alk fOr Dee Moe ..Mrs. S. D. Katz 
562 Page Ave., N. E., Z-7 DR. 3-0580 
TREASURER. YOUTH “ORGANIZATIONS be cee ee. Mrs. Chester A. Reed 
363 Sixth ’St., N.E., Z-8 TR. 6-8025 
TREASURER, GOOD WILLECENTER GL 2... ee ae Mrs. H. J. Scarborough 
1653 Melrose Dr. ., S.W., Z-10 PL. 3-6360 
AI DIG BYE Wot La ohne he aelecscoiag a Sol Rate Miifm  Lokeh x ai re aia be 8 te ha Mineo Mrs. J. R. Walraven 
1241 Fairview Road, N.E., Z-6 DR. 7-7325 
DIR. OF YOUNG WOMAN’S AUXILIARY... Mrs. Herbert Woodyard 
135 N. Clarendon, Avondale Estates, Ga. 

Bi Oma © OCR 1 SAATIX ILAAR Vins ee elk eed da ik Mrs. Carroll Brown 
1290 Centra Villa Drive, S.W., Z-11 PL. 3-6310 
DIRSOED TR: -GIRG7S WAU XILTAR Yen geet ee, i Mrs. Monte R. McFarland 
3163 Bobbie Lane, Decatur BU. 9-1276 
DIRE CGCTORVORZSUNBE AM Shee ere Bie el a Mrs. Norris Wilkerson 
1371 Fairburn Rd., S.W., Z-11 PL. 5-5495 
CHAIRMEN 
RAV IH Ree sens ec eee: REE ET. On ee th OR ae 2 oe Le Mrs. Allen B. Huckabee 
521 San Gabriel Ave., Decatur BU. 9-6713 
Sate: WARDS ELLP tees ae, SNe het a he Seem tee K: eat SR Wl Mahe Mrs. G. E. Pittman 
139 Erie Ave., Decatur DR. 3-4029 
A Doses LMI CUSED Wooten eS aoe Ue At eure Site, wy SRE Se AOA a cs Mrs. Herbert E. Hyde 
3213 Roswell Road, N.W., Z-5 CE. 3-0463 
COMMUN FRYee MISSIONS ge ke oh ee ek ee ete Mrs. W. H. Adamson 
356 Ferguson St., N.E., Z-7 JA. 3-4210 
ASS COMMUN TEIYs MISSIONS ©) 202 2o wae, eee en Be ee eee iG Mrs. H. C. Grant 
24 Rockyford Road, N.E., Z-17 DR. 3-5803 
GHICDREN:? St HOME vec cncsranieeet el paper Geman ede NN a eg de ae 
Aa C132 BA BAC RNS Ys Pe ol a a ah A a A Pee O ER ae CP ire) Rd Mrs. C. L. Couch 
715 North Central Ave., Hapeville PO. 1-1998 
Wie Nee te GLANS ia oes Be ee Ae ee ee yee ee Mrs. V. R. Butterworth 
847 Confederate. Ave., S.E., Z-12 MA. 7-4483 
OLE ONS iS Ye Aide 5 See shee oa DS LS aha er oar eR aR EOE, bse Ne | AE Ae Ane Mrs. O. B. Wood 
1797 Piedmont Road, N.E., Z-9 TR. 6-6831 
ASSOM PRESS ie sitet 2 228 CRU To Aula Se ey 9, SES eee Ss Pe le Mrs. W. H. McClain 
1163 Amsterdam Ave., N.E., Z-6 TR. 5-1841 
PUIBITOCATIO N Steers or OG eS a ee CNS OW get: eA Mrs. Robt. L. Stocks 
940 Woodland Ave., S.E., Z-16 MA. 7-3777 
S CURIA Die BOG) Raat ai al, al ae hE Bi ete cece cht Mrs. Paul McCommon 
2415 Poole Road, S.W., Z-11 PL. 3-3527 
Baw: C5 CHAIRMAN: 21.5 2 A Be Le Pepe a 3 af aac eh a aS Mrs. F. A. Dobson 
1421 Glenwood Ave., S.E., Z-16 JA. 4-4141 
Business Phone JA. 1-0352 
GOOD WILL CENTER SUPERVISORS 
EAD EOP eNO ON DAWSON yer bt ee Miss Marie Cooper 
1096 St. Charles Place, N.E., Z-6 TR. 6-8074 
ANDREWS & EBRANCES@S DEWAR TD. 22358), S08 See ee Mrs. J. C. Roquemore 
2792 Joyce Ave., Decatur BU. 9-4875 
EET RS ESS Rabe Se Bie WR S: Big dito ee ies Re oe Se semen ree Ce Meee Lee Mrs. F. P. Drake 
452 W. Parkwood Road, Decatur DR. 3-4255 
JACKSON DAY MURS ER Veen See OTA, be BS Fel ei, Tye Mrs. B. A. Alderman 
1974 Chelsea Circle, N.E., Z-7 DR. 3-7772 
MEMBERS AT LARGE 
Mins AT NOL (SIT tlie eee otek en he wee Ue Ma aii Oh PMS Se ee DR. 3-4378 

2175 East Lake Road, N.E., Z-7 
plans Sap pad ET OR ewe eC ee Ge) Ga a nee Oe MO Se SN DR. 7-5193 


787 Willow Way, Decatur 
HONORARY MEMBERS—PAST PRESIDENTS 


1932-36—Mrs. L. O. Freeman, 302 W. Rugby Ave., College Park... PO. 1-8789 
1936-40—Mrs. J. W. Awtry, 615 Clifton Rdg Ney Zai 2b seat ek see Be DR. 3-2685 
1940-44—-Mrs. V. M. Womack, 134 Feld Ave., Deca turdst oe cal eal sagt DR. 3-5077 
1944-48—Mrs. S. D. Katz, 562 Page Ave., N.E. Za Qecc-cccc ccc cccccec cceee eeeeteeeeeeeeeene DR. 3-0580 
1948-52—Mrs. Joseph G. Senn, 3145 Ivan Hill Dr. RSPR ALCP g fat Pee tes gee SRR tar an | PL. 8-2504 
1952-56—Mrs. S. L. Astin, 1141 Hudson Dr. WN cium: ZO mee rs hee oe eee TR. 2-1054 
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CHAPELS 


Briarcliff—Briarcliff Road, N.E.; Glen G. Waldrop, Emory Woods Apts., 


Decatur 

Briarlake—LaVista Road, Decatur; W. Clay Manley, 2953 LaVista Ct., 
Decatur 

Green Forest—-Wadsworth School; Jos. C. Howard, 2835 Fair Lane St., 
Decatur 


Memorial Heights—Memorial Drive, Decatur; C. E. Scarborough, Rte. 3, 
Stone Mountain 

* Metropolitan—128'% Whitehall Street, S.W. 

Mt. Vernon—Mt. Vernon H’way, N.W., 5; F. C. Garrard, Jr., 6590 Long 
Acres Dr., N.W. 

*N. Peachtree Road—tTilly Mill & Peeler Roads; John M. Wooten, 5140 
London Rd., Chamblee 

*Parkwood Hills—4741 Covington Rd., Decatur; C. G. Cole, Jr., 728 Third 
Avenue, Decatur 

*Valley Brook—1198 Valley Brook Rd., Decatur; Ray Collins, 3075 Anthony 
Dr., Decatur 


MISSIONS 


Grant Park Mission SS—Bass Street, S.E.; J. R. McElreath, 355 Georgia 
Avenue, S.E. 

Lake Avenue Mission—750 Lake Avenue, N.E.; H. G. Davis, 1665 Langston 
Avenue, S.W. 

Lucile Avenue Mission—955 Lucile Avenue, S.W.; Charles Glass, 326 Inman 
Street, S.W. 

Pryor Street Mission—274 Pryor Street, S.W.; Dorace M. Starnes, Rte. 3, 
Austell 

Short Street Mission—121 Short Street, S.E.; H. L. Harbin, Jr., 3405 Elgin 
Dr., Decatur 


MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES IN THE ASSOCIATION 


Services in prisons, jails, hospitals, convalescent homes, etc., are main- 
tained by a number of the churches. Some of these are: Alms House, Pastor 
Guy Owen, Chairman; Butler Street Woman’s Ward, Mrs. W. H. Adamson, 
Chairman; City Prison Farm, W. C. Jordan, O. B. Woods, J. L. Wright, 
Chairmen; County Homes, J. J. Wooten, Chairman; Emory Hospital, Mrs. 
Fred Drake, Chairman; and many others not reported. 


MERCER EXTENSION CENTERS 


The four Mercer University Extension Centers for 1958 are: Fortified 
Hills Church, Glen H. Hanie, Dean; Clairmont Hills Church, Alvin O. Wil- 
liams, Dean; Jefferson Avenue Church, John W. Farmer, Dean; Central 
Baptist Building, Rev. John R. Haynes, Dean. 


*Constituted as churches during this year, 1958. 
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About the Author 


HE committee in charge of the Golden Anniversary of the 
Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches turned to the one 
man who could do credit to the history in the writing of this 


book. 


He is Louie D. Newton, pastor of the Druid Hills Baptist Church, 
who knows Baptist history as do few other people. Additionally, 
he is recognized among Baptists as a world leader. 


Dr. Newton was born in a devout home in South Georgia in 
1892. He was graduated from Mercer University in 1913 and 
served the next three years on its faculty. During World War I 
he directed the educational work of the National War Work 
Council at Camp Wheeler. In the two years that followed he 
attended Columbia University for graduate study while also re- 
porting for the old New York World. 


Dr. Newton had completed his service as publicity director for 
the Seventy-Five Million Campaign in Georgia when he came to 
Atlanta as editor of The Christian Index and thereby became a 
part of the history of the Atlanta Association. He has been pastor 
of the Druid Hills church since 1929. 


Baptists have conferred upon Dr. Newton almost every honor 
and every trust within their power. He was president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention for two terms; he was a member of 
its Executive Committee for 25 years, the longest term of service 
on record. He is a former vice president of the Baptist World 
Alliance and is a member of its Executive Committee. He is a 
former president of the Georgia Baptist Convention, a veteran 
member of its Executive Committee, and as chairman of the Geor- 
gia Baptist Hospital Commission has led its development into one 
of the nation’s leading medical institutions. 


Dr. Newton’s influence is not confined to his denomination. He 
is president and one of the founders of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of Church and State. He has 
been in the front of the fight against liquor throughout his min- 


Ot 


istry and is chairman of the Executive Committee of the Georgia 
Temperance League. 


Few men have such genius for preaching the Gospel, resisting 
the devil, stimulating and leading his fellow ministers and the 
laymen in great causes as our beloved Louie D. Newton. We are 
proud to have had him as the author of this history. 


John A. Nolan, Chairman 
Thomas W. Haygood 
Herbert E. Hyde 

Roy O. McClain 

Guy Owen 


September, 1958. 
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